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BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA
-~ Their children have been
missing for more than 30
years, but the Mothers of
the Plaza de Mayo have not

) . PHOTOSUBMITTED  gtopped  searching.  Every
Carmen Lapaco, one of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, was one of the relatively few of the'dus_appeared who was TSt | e
able to return home after being detained. While the Mothers maintain 30,000 people are still missing, the Argentinian Yy

1977, they march in the Plaza
de Mayo, in front of the
Casa Rosada, the Argentine
executive branch and office
of the president, armed with
posters and photos of their
missing children.

The Mothers of the Plaza
de Mayo, Founding Line,
was established during the
dictatorship in 1977. During
the last military dictatorship,
the government had a hand
in “forced disappearances”
of those who did not support
the dictatorship. Up to 30,000
citizens “disappeared” under
the rule of the dictator, Jorge
Rafael Videla.

The organization is
composed of women whose
children disappeared during
the dictatorship and who are
working toward recovering
their children's bodies. They
do not recognize that their
children are deceased, only
that they have “disappeared,”
since records and bodies have
yet to be found.

military claims less than 10,000 of those originally detained to remain unaccounted for.

— PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo have marched every Thursday afternoon since 1977 in front of the Casa Rosada.
Part of the work they do includes finding information about the individuals who have not been recovered since the
dictatorship. Often, this involves searching for and collecting newspaper clippings and memorials.
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Alejandra Lapaco, Carmen’s daughter, remains missing. There are many
memorials and photos dedicated to the disappeared around Argentina, like this
one in Memory Park. The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo are far from giving up.

Argentinian mothers
search for lost children

Carmen Lapaco, one of the
mothers, has a unique story.
She was missing and had been
detained with her daughter,
but she survived and was
allowed to return home. She
is the Mother that worked
directly with CIEE-FLACSO
students. Alejandra Lapaco
Aguiar, Lapaco’s daughter,
remains missing.

The mothers continue to
work to spread the information
about disappearances.

“It was a time of living in
fear,” Lapaco said. “We lived
with love. We overcame this
fear.”

D'Cruz volunteered with the
Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo
fall semester.
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