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Campus voices blend together for 9th annual Acappallooza
□an  OuackenbushDan Ouackenbush
Opinions Editor

The audience’s scream s of delight 
rang clear up to the rafters of Whitley 
Auditorium Saturday night, as Elon 
University's a cappella community 
joined forces with other local and distant 
groups to put on Elon’s n in th  annual 
Acappallooza event.

This year’s Acappallooza theme, 
VOICESONLY, rem ained ever-present as 
each group performed arrangem ents of 
multiple genres of music, using only the 
power of their voices to carry the tune.

Hosted by  Sweet Signatures, Elon’s 
only all-female ensem ble , Acappallooza 
is an annual event on  c am p u s  — one that 
strives to bring  together Elon’s a cappella  
community while reach in g  ou t to  o ther  
university g ro u p s  to com e p e rfo rm  a s ;  
well.

Junior Connor Stirland, president of 
Elon’s all-male a cappella group, Rip_ 
Chord, said he believes students find 
Acappallooza appealing because it offers 
a refreshing change of pace from the style 
of music they normally hear.

“I th ink  tha t  a cappella  is particu larly  
big at Elon righ t now  because  we sing 
songs that people  w o u ld n ’t necessarily  
hear on a day-to-day basis ,” Stirland said. 
“People like it because  they  like hearing  
the ways in which we can  take  som eth ing  
that already ex is ts  a n d  m ak e  it so u n d  
really new a n d  d ifferent."

The practice of inco rp o ra t in g  new 
elements into p re-ex is t ing  m ateria l  
was evident Sa tu rday  night, as m an y  
groups’ a r ran g em en ts  w ere  m et w ith  
tumultuous app lause  a n d  laugh te r  from  
the audience. Some a rran g em en ts ,  such 
as the University of M aryland Generics’ 
rendition of “B ottom s Up,” incorpora ted  
simultaneous d isplays of rapping, 
singing, choreography an d  the  occasional 
instance of booty-shaking.

In addition to  hea r in g  new 
interpretations of orig ina l music, Stirland 
said students u su a lly  com e out to 
concerts to see th e ir  f r ien d s  in  a “com e as 
you are” atm osphere .

“We always w ant to p o r t ray  the  fact 
that we’re reg u la r  guys,” Stirland said. 
“We’re trying to show  off th e  fact th a t  we 
have talent and  can  create  som e really 
impressive sound .”

And while Elon students may already 
be familiar with the musical stylings of
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Freshman Elisabeth Jones performs Amy Winehouse’s “Back to Black” with Sweet Signatures, Elon’s

Elon’s a cappella  groups, Acappallooza 
p rovided a n  o p p o r tu n ity  for th em  to 
h ear  a cappella  th a t  h a d n ’t been  h eard  on 
c am p u s  before.

TTiis year, four non-Elon a cappella  
ensem bles m ade  th e  tr ip  to pe rfo rm  in 
Acappallooza, includ ing  North Carolina 
State University’s Grains of Time, the  
UMD Generics, Sw arthm ore  University’s 
Sixteen Feet and  Virginia Tech’s award- 
w in n in g  Juxtaposition.

But senior A shton Vincenty, p residen t 
of Sweet Signatures, re in forced  tha t  
com petit ion  be tw een  g ro u p s  is no t the 
p r im a ry  goal of Acappallooza.

“We w ant to hold  an  event th a t  provides 
a fun, non-com petitive  o p p o r tu n ity  for 
d ifferen t a  cappella  g ro u p s  to  sh a re  the ir  
ta len ts ,” Vincenty said. “There  a re  m an y  
com petit ions in  the  area, bu t we w anted  
to  sim ply enjoy an d  celebrate each other.”

Each year, Sweet S ignatures actively 
seek to  invite in te rested  g ro u p s  from  
b o th  ne ighboring  an d  d is tan t  universities 
to pe rfo rm  at Acappallooza, giving Elon
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only all-female a cappella ensemble, March 10.

The University of Maryland Generics w ere one of

s tu d e n ts  a chance  to h ear  the  m usical 
sty lings of o th e r  a cappella  g ro u p s  they 
m ay or m ay  no t have h eard  of before.

Vincenty said one of the  p r im a ry  goals 
of o rgan iz ing  each Acappallooza is to 
in sp ire  a  sense  of co m m u n ity  am ong  a 
cappella  ensem bles along the  East Coast.
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four all-male groups that visited Elon’s campus.

“Collegiate a cappella  is really a 
com m unity ,” Vincenty said. "Not ju s t  
betw een the  g roups  on o u r  cam pus, but 
betw een groups  all a round . We’re all 
cu rious to h ear  d ifferen t groups, styles, 
a rran g em en ts  and  (we) love seeing each 
o th e r ’s h a rd  work come together.”

All ‘Signs’ point to bright future for newest a cappella ensemble
Rebecca lannucci
Arts & Entertainment Editor

It has b e en  a lm o s t  a y e a r  
since the  fo rm a t io n  o f  Vital 
Signs, Elon U n iv e r s i ty ’s 
newest a c ap p e l la  g ro u p .  But 
for so p h o m o re  c o f o u n d e r s  
Ottavia P o m a zo n  a n d  Lexi 
Stones, th a t  t im e  h a s  a l r e a d y  
allowed th e  g r o u p  to  m a k e  
great strides.

“We’ve p e r f o rm e d  a s  a 
group m u lt ip le  t im e s  now, 
so we’re u se d  to  p e r f o r m i n g  
tnore,” P o m azon  sa id .  “B ecause  
we have so m a n y  r e h e a r s a l s  
under ou r be lt ,  w e ’re  m o re  
confident in  o u r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  
singing ab il i t ie s .”

The las t  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  
lull of le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  
for Vital Signs, n o t  l e a s t  o f  
which was th e  p r o c e s s  of 
actually b e co m in g  a n  o ff ic ia l  
a cappella g ro u p  o n  c a m p u s .

Pomazon a n d  S tones,  w ho  
"'Me ro o m m a tes  l a s t  year, 
took an in s t a n t  i n te r e s t  in  

ons a cap p e l la  e n se m b le s ,  
ncy bo th  h a d  p e r f o r m a n c e  

^J^perience fro m  h ig h  sc h o o l ,  
and they were lo o k in g  f o rw a rd  
0 continuing th a t  e x p e r ie n c e

college.

Kut a p o o r ly  t im e d  
‘-eadership Fellow s r e t r e a t  
caused the  g i r ls  to  m is s  
ne audition p e r io d  fo r la s t  

p n /   ̂ "'®''e of a c a p p e l la  
anntlT In s te ad  o f  w a i t in g
p_ to  get in v o lv ed ,
omazon and  Stones to o k  on  

c r e a t in g
their own ensem ble .

®t3rted w ith  n o th in g ,  

We haH ^*°nes sa id .  “A n d
had to form  a g r o u p .”

It w as  a p ro je c t  b o th  
o f  t h e m  w ere  w i l l in g  to 
u n d e r ta k e .  It w a s n ’t w i th o u t  
i ts  b u m p s  in  th e  ro ad , th o u g h .  
E lon h a s  a v e ry  spec if ic  
p r o c e d u r e  fo r th e  c re a t io n  of 
n ew  a c a p p e l la  g ro u p s ,  a n d  th e  
p r o c e s s  in c lu d e d  p a p e rw o rk ,  
e m a i ls ,  m e e t in g s  a n d  p e n d in g  
a p p ro v a l  f ro m  S m ith  Jack so n ,  
v ice  p re s id e n t  a n d  d e a n  of 
S tu d e n t  Life.

S tones a d m i t t e d  h e r  s h a re d  
e n th u s ia s m  w ith  P o m azo n  
to  ge t th e  e n se m b le  o f f  th e  
g r o u n d  m ay  have  s low ed 
d o w n  th e  p ro c es s .  W hile th ey  
w ere  p la n n in g  th e i r  idea l 
c o n c e r t  v en u es ,  Elon w as 
b a re ly  r e c o g n iz in g  th e m  as an  
o ff ic ia l  a c ap p e l la  g ro u p .

“We k in d  of j u m p e d  the  
g u n  a l i t t l e  b i t ,” S tones said. 
“T h a t  w as  th e  h a r d e s t  th in g  — 
h a v in g  to  go th r o u g h  th e  red  
t a p e  o f  th e  sc h o o l .”

But b o th  g ir ls  a g re e d  it was 
w o r th  th e  payoff. Vital Signs 
is  now  a p p ro a c h in g  th e  one- 
y e a r  a n n iv e r s a r y  of i ts  first- 
ever  b l in d  au d it io n s ,  a sy s tem  
P o m a z o n  ca l led  ben efic ia l  to 
t h e  g ro u p .

“T h a t  way, we w ere  ju d g in g  
p u r e ly  o n  voice, no t if  they  
lo o k ed  n e rv o u s  or w h a t  they  
w e re  w e a r in g ,” P o m azon  
sa id .  “It w o rk e d  o u t  perfectly , 
a c tu a lly ,  th a t  we h a d  th e  
p e r f e c t  a m o u n t  of peo p le  to 
p u t  on  p a r t s  so  th a t  we were 
p e r fe c t ly  b a la n c ed .  T h at  w as 
k i n d  o f  l ike  fate."

P o m a z o n  a n d  Stones 
a g r e e d  fate  h a s  b e en  good  to 
th e m  th r o u g h o u t  th e  la s t  year. 
Even on  a sm a ll  c a m p u s  w ith  
t h r e e  p re -e x is t in g  a cappe lla

e n se m b le s .  V ital S igns h a s  
b e e n  ab le  to  com e in to  i ts  ow n  
w ith  a n  e q u a l ly  ta l e n te d  g ro u p  
of s tu d e n ts .  S tones sa id .

“A d d in g  a f o u r th  g ro u p  on 
c a m p u s  w as  n o t  an  i s su e  in  
t h a t  th e r e  a re  so  m an y  p eo p le  
t u r n e d  aw ay fro m  a c ap p e l la ,” 
S tones sa id .  “T h a t ’s one  of 
th e  b ig g es t  r e a s o n s  th a t  we 
s t a r te d .”

But th e  g ro u p  th r iv e s  on  
m o re  t h a n  ta len t.  In th e  las t  
sev e ra l  m o n th s ,  Vital Signs 
h a s  s h i f t e d  f ro m  a m ix tu r e  of 
n e rv o u s  a u d i t io n e r s  to  a t r u e  
family, a cc o rd in g  to  Stones.

“The th in g  th a t  s t a n d s  o u t  
to  m e th e  m o s t  is o u r  g ro u p  
d y n a m ic ,” S tones sa id .  “I 
w ou ld  d e f in i te ly  d e sc r ib e  u s  
as  a family. I’m  fu l ly  c o n f id e n t  
th a t  n ex t  fall w h en  we have  
a u d it io n s  aga in ,  th e  peo p le  
t h a t  we get a re  g o in g  to  be  
e n te r in g  a so lid  fam ily .”

Until th en ,  P o m a zo n  a n d  
Stones sa id  th ey  will be  
w o rk in g  w ith  th e  g ro u p  to 
m ak e  th e m se lv e s  s t a n d  ou t 
a m o n g  th e  o th e r  a  cap p e l la  
e n sem b les .  Stones, a s tra te g ic  
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  m ajor,  sa id  
she  is e sp ec ia l ly  fo c u se d  
on b ra n d in g  Vital Signs 
a n d  e x p a n d in g  th e  g r o u p ’s 
aud ience.

“Even th o u g h  o u r  fa n  b ase  
h a s  g ro w n , t h e r e ’s s t i l l  a lot 
o f people  w ho  d o n ’t kn o w  
abou t  u s ,” Stones sa id .  “We 
w an t to  g row  a n d  develop  in to  
so m e th in g  th a t  peo p le  can  
re m e m b er .”

Pomazon said she has an 
equally positive outlook for 
the future .

“I kn o w  it s o u n d s  k in d  of

silly, b u t  I’m  re a l ly  lo o k in g  
fo rw a rd  to  c o m in g  back  to 
Elon as  a n  a lu m  in  10 y e a rs  
w i th  Lexi, a n d  j u s t  w a tch in g  
a s p r in g  c o n ce r t  a n d  k n o w in g  
th a t  th e  g ro u p  is  s t i l l  go ing

on  a n d  th a t  i t ’s g o in g  to  be  
a t  Elon fo r a long, long  t im e ,” 
P o m a zo n  sa id .

Vital S igns will h o ld  its 
s p r in g  c o n c e r t  Friday, A pril  27 
in  W hitley  A u d i to r iu m .
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Junior Alex Howard performs "Lollipop’' by Mika with Vital Signs March 8.


