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OUR V E T E R A N S  S P E A K  
By

T h o m a s  W a l t e r  W i l l i am s  
an d

T e r e n c e  V ic to r  F o s t e r ,  Jr .

P r i o r  to  D e c e m b e r  7, 1941, 
A m e r i c a ’s e n t r y  in t o  W o r l d  W a r  
II, o u r  c a m p u s  f l o u r i s h e d  w i t h  
y o u n g  m e n  ea g e r ly  p r e p a r i n g  
th e m se l v e s  to t a k e  t h e i r  r e s p e c -  
l ive p la ces  in a d e m o c r a t i c  so 
ciety.  L’n fo rU ina te ly ,  hos t i l i t i e s  
in  E u r o p e  a n d  in  t h e  P a c i f i c  u p 
set  t h e i r  p lans .

W e take p r i d e  in m e n t i o n i n g  
th e  v e t e r a n s  of the CJass of ’4(i 
w h o  e x c h a n g e d  b o o k s  fo r  gu n s  
in  o r d e r  to de fea t  Nazi sm .  T h e y  
h a v e  r e t u r n e d  to co l lege  to c o m 
ple te  the ta sk th e y  le f t  u n d o n e .

W h o  a re  the se  v e t e r a n s ?  T h e y  
a re  n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  . lames 
C h a r l e s  El l is ,  . loseph Dan ie l  P a r 
ker ,  Samuel  C h a d w i c k ,  .Ir., W’al- 
t e r  ' I ' homas C ib son ,  O del  L'zzell, 
'I’honui s  W a l t e r  W i l l i a m s ,  an d  
T e r e n c e  V ic to r  F o s t e r ,  .Ir.

Le t’s have  a w o r d  f r o m  each  of 
th e  v e t e r an s .  W h a t  h a v e  you  to 
say  E l l is ?

E l l i s ;— “ I lef t  the col lege  on 
M a r ch  12, li)43 a n d  d o n n e d  the 
"ol ive  d r a b ” on ] \ Iarch 25, 11)43. 
My a s s ig n m e n t  w a s  w i t h  the 741 
A rm y  ^A n ti -A i rc ra f t  B a t t a l i on ,  
w h i c h  e n d e a v o r e d  to give t r a i n 
ing in c o m b a t  e n e m y  a i r c r a f t .  
My a s s ig n m e n t  w a s  t h a t  of a i r 
c r a f t  d e t ec to r .  A ft e r  s ix  m o n t h s  
in th e  S ta te s  ! e m b a r k e d  fo r  the  
P a c i f i c  on  S e p t e m b e r  1943. In 
th e  P a c i f i c  t h e  m i s s i o n  to o k  me  
to iMirwinia  I s land,  F in c h ,  Spa in  
an d  .Manila. D e sp i t e  the  ho t  
w e a t h e r ,  m y  e x p e r i e n c e s  in the 
P a c i f i c  w e r e ,  a l l  in all,  i n t e r e s t 
ing.

B efo re  l e av ing  1 nu is t  te ll  you 
of t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  day,  jjerhap; ; 
the  g r e a t e s t  in  m y  w h o l e  c a r e e r ,  
the d a y  of a r m y  g r a d u a t i o n .  It 
w a s  . l a n u a r y  28, l!)4(i. N o w  let ' s  
h e a r  w h a t  P a r k e r  h a s  to s a y .” 

]>.,i-l;er:— “ I left  t h e  c a m p u s  on 
O c to b e r  1, 1942 a n d  re c e iv e d  m y  
f i rs t  f r e e  c l o th in g  th e  l a t t e r  i>art 
of O c tobe r .  C lo t h in g  w a s  n o t  all, 
h o w e v e r ,  fo r  1 s o o n  fo u n d  m y s e l f  
w i t h  t h e  E i g h t h  A ir  F o r c e  w h i c h  
t r a n s p o r t e d  t r o o p s  a n d  equ ip -  
m en t .  iNIy p a r t i c u l a r  a s s i g n m e n t  
w a s  th a t  of ty i )o g r a p h ic a l  .sur
vey or .  I w a s  in  t h e  s t a te s  t h i r 
te en m o n t h s ,  t h r e e  of w h i c h  
w e r e  sp en t  a t  V i rg in :a  S ta te  (col
lege in the  Schoo l  of S u rvey ing .  
1 left  the S ta te s  fo r  o v e r s e a  d u ty  
in  August  1943. F r o t u n a t e l y ,  1 
w a s  in the  E u r o p e a n  ^ ' h e a t e r  of 
O p e ra t io n ,  w o r k i n g  in Fingland,  
F ' rance ,  Belg ium,  C e r m a n y  a n d  
(Czechoslovakia . i\ly e x p e r i e n c e s  
in t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  so n u m 
e ro u s  t h a t  to  te ll  yo u  af  t h e m  is 
n e x t  to  im poss ib le .  I w i l l  s t o p  by  
te l l i ng  y o u  t h a t  m y  p e r i o d  of  r e 
c e iv ing  fr ee  c lo th e s  en d ed  i n  N o 
v e m b e r  1945. H e a r  w h a t  t h e  n a v y  
h a s  to s ay  iMr. C h a d w i c k ,  go 
a h e a d . ”

C h a d w i c k : — “W i t h  th e  a r m y  
in  fo r ce  h e r e  1 a m  a l m o s t  a f r a id  
to  speak ,  b u t  s i nce  I w as  a sked ,  
1 w i l l  lo o k  to yo u  ( t he  w o m e n )  
fo r  su p p o r t ,  I lef t  t h e  "S t a t e s  in  
, Iune,  1942, a n d  w a s  r o b e d  in

n a v y  b lu e  b y  J u l y  9, 1942. T h e  
sh i p  to w h i c h  1 \ r a s  a s s ig n e d  w a s  
t h e  L'. S. S. P.  C. 12()4, a c o m b a t  
vesse l  th a t  c a r r i e d  a m i x e d  c r e w .
It w a s  the  o n ly  s u c h  vessel  w i t h  
N e g ro  of f ice rs .  iNly sh i p  left f o r  
I^urope  on  i \ Iarch 7, 1943 to c a r 
r y  p a t r o l  a n d  e sc o r t  du ty  a r o u n d  
a n d  ou t s ide  the  p a r t s  t h r o u g h  the  
Allied t r o o p s  passed .  It w a s  m y  
d u ty  to o p e r a t e  the  s to re  on  ;he 
shi ij . A l th o u g h  s a i lo r s  a r e  m o s t 
ly c o n f i n e d  to t h e i r  sh ip ,  1 found  
t im e  to  go a s h c r e  at t h e  v a r i o u s  
p o r t s  w h e r e  t h e  sh i p  docked .  If 
I h a d  th e  t im e  I w o u l d  te ll  you 
ab o u t  t h e se  s e a p o r t  t o w n s .  Look 
m e  u]) at so m e  f u t u re  t ime .  I 
m e r e l y  h a v e  th e  t im e  to te ll  you  
th a t  I bade  m y  sh i p  fa r e w e l l  O c 
to b e r  24, 1945. H e r e ’s C ibson,  
h e a r  h i m .”

G ib s o n ;— “ It w a s  F e b r u a r y  12, 
1942 w h e n  I la id  m y  bo o k s  d o w n  
h e r e  a n d  e ight  day s  t h e r e a f t e r  I 
w a s  h o l s t e r in g  a .45 a u t o m a t i c  r e 
vo lv e r .  1 need  no t  tell you  fo r  I 
a m  s u r e  yo u  k n o w ,  tha t  1 w a s  a s 
s igned  to a n  M. P. (m i l i t a ry  p o 
l ice) outf i t .  A l th o u g h  m y  job  w a s  
a d m in i s t r a t i v e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t im es  
w h e n  I h a d  to  k n o c k  ou t  a f ew  
ro u n d s .  O v e r se a s  d u ty  b eg an  Ju l y  
10, 1943. 1 c o v e re d  E ng lan d ,
F r a n c e ,  Belg ium a n d  G e rm a n y .  
Life in the se  c o u n t r i e s  w a s  g ra n d  
bu t  1 felt like a l a rk  on  August  
27, 1945 w h e n  I b o a r d e d  a sh ip  
fo r  th e  good old U. S. A. U pon  m y  
a r r iv a l  in the  S ta te s  1 r e c e i v e d  
the  “p a p e r  of p a p e r s , ” F lonor -  
ab le  D isc h a r g e !  Ok, i\Ir. Uzzell , 
t a k e  it  a w a y . ”

U z z e l l : — “O n M a r c h  12, 1943,
I r e c e i v e d  g re e t in g s  Ir om  tiK' 
P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  U n i te d  States,  
w h o  w a s  F r a n k l i n  I). Boosevel t .
I r e s p o n d e d  on M ar ch  25, P)43.
It w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  tha t  I w a s  
needed  in the  (Q uart e rm as te r  s ec 
t ion ,  so t h a t ’s w h e r e  1 w en t ,  t a k 
ing  on the  du t i e s  of a s upp ly  s e r 
gean t .  My se r v ic e s  w e r e  needed  
in F]urope,  so in August ,  1944 I 
w a s  ca l le d  th e re .  I l a b o re d  in 
E n g la n d ,  F r a n c e ,  Belgium, (Ger
m a n y  a n d  ( '^zhcesolavakia.  \ \ h e n  
thi s  t a sk  w a s  com ple t ed ,  I r e 
joi ced  th a t  I h a d  d o n e  a job  wel l .  
U nc le  Sam  th o u g h t  l i k e w ise  and  
re l ie ved  me  on  N o v e m b e r ,  1945.
I n o w  p r e s e n t  Mr.  W' i l l iams .”

W i l l i a m s ;— “My case  is a lm os t  
s i m i l a r  to t h a t  of the  o th e r s .  1 
w a s  s u n u n o n e d  iMarch 12, 1943. 
A f ew  d a y s  a f t e r w a r d s  I w a s  
w e a r i n g  O. D.’s (Olive D r a b s ) .  
W i t h  a" need  fo r  N eg ro es  in the  
A rm e d  F o rc e s ,  I w a s  a s s ig ned  to 
on e  of th e  t h r e e  N eg ro  t a n k  bal-  
t a l io n s  (784 th) .  As sq u a d  l e ade r  
of a m o r t a r  gun  1 d i r e c t e d  f i re  on 
e n e m y  pos i t i ons .  .My o v e r s e a s  d u 
t ies  b e g a n  O c to b e r  30th.  1944,
t a k in g  'm e  to Fingland,  F ' rance,  
Be lg ium,  H o ll and ,  a n d  Gei’uiany.  
T h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  h av e  n u ic h  to 
o ffer ,  b u t  I w a s  h ig h l y  e l a ted  on 
A pri l  9, 1940 to h i t  A m e r i c a n  soil  
o n c e  again.  F'ive day s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  
A pri l  14th, (w h ich  I shal l  n e v e r  
fo rge t )  I b e c a m e  ‘Mr. W i l l i a m s ’ 
agai n.  W e  h a v e  t im e  fo r  a w o r d  
f r o m  y o u  i\Ir. F o s t e r . ”

p 'o s t e r ;— “ B ein g  las t,  I sh a l l  be 
b r ief .  I w a s  ca l le d  to r e n d e r  m y

S E N I O R  CLASS PLAY

“T h e  Si lve r  C o rd ,” a com edy  
in t h r e e  act s  by  S id n ey  H o w a r d  
w a s  the  p la y  ch o se n  fo r  i j re sen ta  
t ion on May 17 and  18 by the  
s e n i o r  c lass.  iMisses Mar y  W i l so n  
i\lima iMelvin, Mary  J o y n e r ,  a n d  
i\ lessrs.  Ali)honza Sut ton  an d  
' I 'homas W i l l i a m s  w e r e  f igu ri ng  
p r o m i n e n t l y  in th is  p ro d u c t io n .

A T T E N D  L E A D E R S H I P  C O N 

F E R E N C E  AT DURHAM

B er l ine  E l l ison ,  i \Iary Alice 
Huggins,  D o r o th y  Bo>kins ,  Bose 
B urw e ll ,  H i lda  H a r r e l l ,  E la ine  
C.lark, a c c o m p a n ie d  by Miss M u r 
phy ,  w e n t  to the  YW(i.A L e a d e r 
sh ip  Mee t ing  in D u rh a m ,  N. C. 
on  A pr i l  27. T h e  th e m e  of the 
o n e -d a y  m e e t i n g  w a s  “ B uil d in g  
fo r  O u r  Atomic  Age,” T h a t  th i s  
is a p a r t  of the  bus ine s s  of the 
■SAV('..\’s w a s  i n d i ca t ed  by the  
sp e a k e r s  fo r  the  day..  i\lrs. Kay 
F e r r e l l ,  ex ecu t iv e  d i r ec to i ’ of the 
YWCA at  the  I ' n i v e r s i t y  of N o r t h  
( ' a ro l ln a ,  h ig h l ig h t ed  h e r  a d 
d re s s  on “ Bui ld in g  O u r  P e r s o n a l  
L iv es” w ith  the idea  t h a t  “To  live 
a w oi ' th  w h i l e  life, one  m u s t  get 
an  u n a t t a i n a b le  goal  a n d  w o r k  t o 
w a r d  t h a t  goal . If w e  r e a c h  o u r  
goal,  it  w a s  u n w o r t h y  of o u r  
be s t . ” She r e m i n d e d  the  grou]) 
t h a t  t h e  a to m ic  e n e r g y  ha s  p l a c 
ed a m o r a l  ob l iga t ion  u p o n  each  
in d iv idua l ,  t h a t  b ecau se  of th e  
p r e s e n c e  of  this e n e r g y  in A m 
erica ,  peop les  of the  r e s t  of the 
w o r l d  f e a r  A mer ica.  It is an  i n d i 
v idua l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  to b r i n g  
ab o u t  p eace  in o r d e r  to e l im ina te  
th is  fear ,  bu t  th i s  i)eace wil l  com e 
fo r  th e  w o r l d  on ly  w h e n  i n d i v i 
dua l s  h a v e  d is co v e red  it w i th i n  
th em se lves .

C A B IN E T  LOSING IT S  ONLY 

S E N I O R  MEMBER

M ary  E. W i l s o n  g r a d u a t e s  this  
yea r .  .She has  been  a m e m b e r  of 
th e  YW('A  d u r i n g  h e r  e n t i r e  co l 
lege c a re e r ,  an d  a c a b in e t  m e m 
b e r  fo r  t h r e e  yea rs .  H e r  s u p p o r t  
in the  O r g a n iz a t io n  h a s  b een  of 
g r e a t  va lue  in s t e e r i n g  m a n y  of 
its ac t iv i t i e s  t o w a r d s  successs .  
Best  of luck to you,  iMary, and  
y o u r  a s soc ia te s  in t h e  b e 
lieve th a t  you  w il l  c a r r y  w i t h  
you  the  s am e  c o -o p e r a t iv e  sp i r i t  
w h i c h  you  e x h i b ; t e d  in t h e  As 
soc ia t ion.

se rv ice s  on iMarch 12, 1943, a n d  
on  M ar ch  25th, I b e c a m e  a sol- 
d ' e r .  i\Iy a s s ig n m e n t  w a s  w i t h  the  
1894th A via t io n  E n g i n e e r  B a t t a 
lion F ing ineer  Bat t a l i on ,  as Supp ly  
Se rg ean t .  It b e c a m e  n e c e s s a ry  
fo r  the  o u tf i t  to p e r f o r m  ove rs e a  
duty,  b e g i n n in g  in  May, 1944. O ur 
m i s s ions  in th e  P ac i f i c  c a r r i e s  me  
to H ono lu lu ,  Sa ipan,  a n d  O k i n 
aw a .  I shal l  no t  tell you  of  the se  
])laces fo r  the  t i m e  is too  sh or t .  
T h e  d a y  w h i c h  1 shal l  r e m e m b e r  
is J a n u a r y  28, 194(i. On th i s  day  
m y  a r m y  c a r e e r  ended .  T h a n k  
fo r  l i s t en in g .”

V e te r a n s  of ’4().

MY P R A Y E R

E ach  d ay  give us o u r  d a i l j ’ b read ,  
( i u ide us in ev e ry  ro a d  tha t  w e  

t r ead .
H elp us O God to l;)ve, to s t ay  in 

y o u r  b r i g h t  foot s t eps  all ihe  
w ay .

Help  us w h o  beg of T h e e  to feed 
H e lp  us  in e v e ry  h u m b l e  need 
H e lp  us O God to a l w a y s  p r a y  
'I'o live w i th  you t h r o u g h o u t  each 

day.
H e lp  us to be f o r e v e r  t rue  
O bed ie n t ,  s i n c e re  an d  lov ing  too. 
Please  c l e anse  o u r  h e a r t s  of 

h a t e  an d  sin 
Inv i te  love an d  jieace again.  
H e lp  us,  O God,  w h e n  fa i th  g r o w s  

tall.
To  f a s h ion  the  love l ie s t  t h o u g h t s  

of all
H elp us  to live a n d  a l w a y s  be 
A  f r i end  to all w i t h  love and 

fai th  in 'Phee.
J h u r b a  F u l l e r — ’47.

W A N T E D —
O N E  H U N D R E D  ROCKS

Yes, the  YW( .A i.s a sk ing  to r  
one  h u n d r e d  rocks ,  bu t  e ach  one 
m us t  com e  f r o m  a d i f f e r e n t  c o u n 
ty in the  .State of N o r t h  C.arol ina. 
T h e  pl an  is to m a k e  a ro c k  g a r 
den  in so m e  su i ta b l e  place  on the 
cam pus .  T h e  ro c k s  nu is t  be la rg e  
en o u g h  so th a t  the  n a m e  of the  
pa i ' t i cu l a r  c o u n ty  ca n  be p a in te d  
on the  rock .  J 'h e  g a r d e n  wil l  be 
in the  s h a p e  of the  S ta te  w i th  
cach rock  j j laced in the  r e s p e c 
t ive posi t i on  of e ach  cou n ty ,  A 
fe w  ro cks  have  been  b ro u g h t ,  but 
not  n e a r l y  a h u n d r e d .  D o e s n ’t 
y o u r  c o u n t y  r a t e  a r o c k ?  Of 
c o u r s e  it does . B r in g  it  a long,  
w e  need i t !

F R E S H M E N  ARE COMING?

P a u l i n e  A dam s  h a s  al i-eady 
w o r k e d  out  p la ns  fo r  a s s is t in g  
the  f r e s h m e n  w h o  wil l  com e  to 
col lege nex t  yea r .  Last  y e a r  nine 
m e m b e r s  of the  “ Y” w e r e  on 
h a n d  to g ree t  a n d  aid th e  n e w  
m e m b e r s  of o u r  family .  About  
tw ic e  t h a t  n u m b e r  is expec ted  
w h e n  schoo l  o p e n s  in the  fall. It 
is bel ieved  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  c lass 
w a s  h e lped  to a g r e a t  e x t e n t  b e 
cause  the y  c am e  e a r l y  en o u g h  to  
b eco m e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  the  
p la ce  b e fo r e  se t t l ing  d o w n  to  s e 
r i ous  w o r k .  T h e y  l e a r n e d  ab o u t  
so m e of the  t h in g s  w h i c h  a r e  a l 
w a y s  p r o b l e m s  to new s tuden t s ,  
t h u s  did not  meet  w i th  the c o n 
fus io n  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t r y 
ing  to l e a r n  too  m a n y  th ings  at 
one  t ime.

CAP AND G O W N  DAY 
(iap and  G o w n  D ay  fell o n  

i\lay 24. T h e  s p e a k e r  fo r  the  o c 
c as ion  w a s  D r  .L u th e r  H. F 'oster,  
p r e s i d e n t  of  V i rg in ia  State  (’ol- 
lege.

C O M M E N C E M E N T  A D D R E SS  
Dr, B. G. D e y to n  of Rale igh ,  

N o r t h  ( ' a r o l i n a  h a s  b e e n  ch o se n  
to  give th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  a d 
d re s s  on  T u e sd a y ,  May 28, He
w a s  e d u c a t e d  at  H a i 'v a rd  U n i v e r 
s i ty  a nd  is at  p r e s e n t  w i t h  th e  
B udge t  B u reau  at  Bale igh ,  N. C.


