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T h e  T h r e a d  T h a t  
R u n s  S o  T r u e

L ike  th e  a i r  w e  b re a th e ,  w e  o f 

te n  ta k e  th e  f r e e  co m m o n  school 

fo r  g ra n te d  w i th o u t  rea l iz ing  th a t  
i t  is “th e  g re a te s t  d is co v e ry  m a d e  
b y  m a n .” C om es n o w  th e  a d v e n 

tu re s  of a  y o u n g  te a c h e r  to ld  by  

a  b o rn  s to ry - te l l e r  w h o se  w r i t in g  

has  th e  ru g g e d  f re sh n e ss  of h is  

n a t iv e  K e n tu c k y  hills. I t  is a 

t r u ly  g re a t  book— th e  k in d  th a t  

com es b u t  once in  a  g ene ra t ion ,  

a  book  th a t  w il l  l ive  to e n te r ta in  

a n d  in sp ire  n e w  re a d e r s  as E g 

g le s ton ’s Hoosler Schoolm aster has  

l ived  to be re a d  d ecade  a f t e r  d e 

cade.

E ach  y e a r  fo r  som etim e, w e  

h a v e  been  ca lling  a t te n t io n  to “ the  

m os t im p o r ta n t  b ook ,” seek ing  to 

select a  v o lu m e  w h ich  if r e a d  by 

th e  g re a t  body  of A m e r ic a n  c i t i 

zens w o u ld  he lp  to bu i ld  th e  co m 

m o n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  e ssen tia l  to 

th e  successfu l  o p e ra t io n  an d  

g ro w th  of o u r  dem o c ra t ic  society. 

A s “th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  book  of 
1949,” w e  n a m e  The Thread That 
Runs So True by  Jesse  S tu a r t  b e 
cause  it  is c o n ce rn ed  w i th  the  
u n iq u e  in s t i tu t io n s  in  A m e r ic a n  
life.

The Thread That Runs So True
is good l i t e r a tu r e .  I t  re co rd s  life 
th r o b b in g  w i th  ene rgy ,  asp ira t ion , 
conflic t,  a n d  love. I t  is fu l l  of 
su sp e n se  a n d  v iv id  im a g e ry — d if 
f icu l t  to  la y  d o w n  u n t i l  one  has  
f in ished , th e  k in d  of a book  th a t  
k eep s  peop le  u p  b ey o n d  th e  u su a l  
bed tim e .  I t  ap p ea ls  to a  w ide  
ra n g e  of re a d e r s ,  yo u n g  a n d  old, 
c i ty  a n d  ru r a l ,  te a c h e r  a n d  l a y 
m an , th e  l i t t le  an d  th e  m u c h  
schooled.

T h is  book  is good h is to ry . I t  
re co rd s  life  in  o u r  A m e r ic a n  h ig h 
la n d s  am o n g  p eop le  w h o  stil l  r e 
ta in  m a n y  of th e  ch a rac te r is t ic s  
of th e  o r ig in a l  p ioneers .  I t  r e 
v ea ls  th e  im m e n s e  l i f t in g  p o w e r  
of o u r  f r e e  pub lic  schools an d  
te lls  of an  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  in  v a 
r ious  fo rm s  h a s  b een  re p e a te d  on 
one  f ro n t ie r  a f t e r  a n o th e r  as o u r  
c o u n t ry  h a s  sw e p t  w e s tw a rd  a n d  
fo rw a rd .  I t  shou ld  h e lp  us  to 
u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  w h a te v e r  w e  do 
in  hom e , chu rch ,  co m m u n ity ,  go v 
e rn m e n t ,  a g r ic u l tu re ,  in d u s try ,  or 
bus iness  m u s t  b eg in  w i th  sound  
educa t ion . W h a t  w o u ld  w e  be 
ab le  to  do in  a n y  of the se  fie lds  
if w e  h a d  to  s t a r t  w i th  i l l i te ra tes?

T h e  s to ry  of L onesom e  V alley  
a n d  o th e r  schools is good p e d a 
gogy. I t  show s w h a t  h o p p en s  
w h e n  a  s trong , honest ,  e a rn es t ,  
a n d  lov ing  p e rs o n a l i ty  g ives h im 
se lf  to  h is  s tu d en ts .  I t  is good 
p ro p h ecy .  I t  sugges ts  w h a t  w o u ld  
h a p p e n  to o u r  c o u n t ry  i f  th ro u g h  
ed u c a t io n  w e  b ro u g h t  to  fu l l  f r u i 
t ion  th e  ta le n ts  of a l l  o u r  peop le

T E A C H E R S ’ S A L A R IE S , 1947-48

R a n k S ta te

A v e rag e

S a la ry

(1) C alifo rn ia $3690

(2) N ew  Y ork 3476

(3) W ash ing ton 3325

(4) M a ry la n d 3321

(5) C onnec ticu t 3249

(6) A rizona 3136

(7) R hode  Is land 3105

(8) M assach u se t ts 3103

(9) N ew  J e r s e y 3102

(10) In d ia n a 3073

(11) M ich igan 3020

(12) Il linois 3016

(13) N ev ad a 2988

(14) U tah 2968

(15) O regon 2941

(16) Ohio 2847

(17) New  M exico 2741

(18) D e law are 2642

(19) F lo r id a 2641

N atio n a l  A v e r a g e  $2639

(20) P e n n s y l v a n i a -------------$2597

(21) T e x a s  _______________  2585

(22) M o n ta n a  ------------------- 2582

a n d  w h a t  cou ld  h a p p e n  to  th e  

w o rld  if m ost of its ad u l ts  w ho  

a re  now  i l l i te ra te  cou ld  be r e 
p laced  in  a n o th e r  g e n e ra t io n  w ith  
peop le  ta u g h t  th ro u g h  rea so n ab le  
f r e e  school o p p o r tu n i ty  to  m a k e  
th e  m os t of th e m se lv e s  an d  th e i r  
coun tr ies .  T h is  book  is sound  
A m erican ism . I t  ex a l ts  th e  a sp i 
r a t io n s  a n d  ideals  by  w h ich  ou r  
peop le  h a v e  r i se n  ra p id ly  to n a 
t io n a l  a n d  w o r ld  g rea tness .

The Thread That Runs So True,
w h ich  th e  a u th o r  h a s  d ed ica ted  to 
th e  school te ach e rs  of A m erica ,  
belongs, in  th e  p e rs o n a l  l ib r a r y  of 
e v e ry  te a c h e r  a n d  p ro spec tive  
te ach e r .

— Jo y  E lm e r  M organ .

23) W isconsin 2560

24) C olorado 2540

ri5) M inneso ta 2482

26) W est V irg in ia 2364

27) N ew  H a m p sh ire 2355

28) O k lah o m a 2277

29) Idaho 2239

30) L o u is iana 2236

31) K ansas 2191

32) W yom ing 2187

33) N o r th  C aro l ina 2114

34) M issouri 2099

35) Iow a 2088

36) V erm o n t 2066

37) V irg in ia 2062

38) A lab am a 1957

39) N eb ra sk a 1919

40) T ennessee 1901

41) K e n tu c k y 1884

42) S o u th  D ako ta 1883

43) M aine 1767

44) S o u th  C aro l ina 1742

45) G eorg ia 1724

46) N o r th  D ak o ta 1665

47) A rk a n sa s 1545

48) M ississippi

N EA

1256

J o u rn a l .

S tu d e n t s  D is c u s s  
R a c e  P r o g r e s s

R ecen tly  a  g roup  of s tuden ts ,  
h ead ed  by  R o b e r t  Sm alls , a sopho 
m ore  of W hite  P la ins ,  N ew  Y o rk  
an d  a senior, W ill iam  M cN air  of 
Rocky M ount, conduc ted  a n  a s 
sem b ly  p ro g ra m  th a t  c en te red  
ab o u t  the  c o n tr ib u t io n  th e  N egro  
people  h a v e  m a d e  to  re c e n t  A m e r 
ican  h is to ry .

T h e  m a in  ad d ress  w as  g iven  by 
R o b er t  Sm alls  w ho  spoke on the  
topic, “W h a t  W ill O u r  C o n tr i 
bu tion  B e?” O th e r  sp eak e rs  an d  
topics a p p e a r in g  on the  p ro g ra m  
inc luded  th e  fo llow ing: G a i th e r  
P erk in s ,  “A m e r ic a ’s T e n th  M a n ;” 
W illiam  Hill, “T h e  N egro  in  E d 
uca t io n ;” I r e n e  G ra h a m , “O u t-  
Negro W o m en ;” G eorge  C oburn , 
■‘I h e  N egro  in  S p o r t s ;” A n th o n y  
F lem ing , “T h e  N egro  in  A r t ; ” 
an d  L aV on  H a ith m an ,  “T h e  N e 
gro in  R elig ion .”

A r e  Y ou  A  
G o o d  T e a c h e r ?

A su p e r io r  te ache r ,  accord ing  to 
1,000 N o rth  C aro l ina  h igh  school 
seniors, is f r iend ly , p a t ien t ,  k ind , 
honest , cheerfu l,  courteous, an d  
h a s  a sense  of hum or .  T hese  c h a r 
ac te r is t ics  w e re  m e n tio n e d  m ore  
o ften  by the se  sen io rs  th a n  any  
o thers .

“K n o w s su b je c t” r a n k e d  second  
in f r e q u e n c y  of m e n tio n  by  se 
niors, w i th  “u n d e rs ta n d s  p u p i l s ” 
ru n n in g  a close th ird .

“K now s how  to te ach ,” “m ak es  
w o rk  in te re s t in g ,” an d  “k eeps  o r 
d e r ,” r a n k e d  fo u r th ,  f i f th  an d  
s ix th ,  respec tive ly , as th e  m a rk s  
of a good te acher ,  acco rd ing  to 
the se  seniors.

DEGREES CONFERRED
A ccord ing  to a  re c e n t  su rv e y  

conduc ted  by  the  Office of E d u 
cation , Colleges a n d  U n ivers it ies  
in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  co n fe r red  a p 
p ro x im a te ly  430,000 degrees  in  
th e  y e a r  en d ing  J u n e  30, 1949. 
T h is  is an  a l l - t im e  h igh, p ra c t i 
cally  doub le  th e  n u m b e r  g ran ted  
in  the  p r e w a r  p e a k  yea r ,  1939-40. 
T h e  to ta l  inc ludes  375,000 B ach 
e lo rs’ o r  f i rs t  p ro fess iona l degrees, 
a n d  55,000 a d v an ced  degrees.

BE S T R O N G

Be strong!
We a re  n o t h e re  to  p lay, to d ream , to  drift!
We h a v e  h a rd  w o rk  to do an d  loads to  lift,
S h u n  no t th e  s truggle , fac t  it, ’tis G od’s gift.

Be strong! Be strong!

Be strong!
S ay  n o t  th e  days  a re  ev il— w h o ’s to b lam e?
A n d  fold  th e  h a n d s  and  acqu iesce— O sham e!
S ta n d  up, sp eak  out, a n d  b rave ly , in G o d ’s nam e.

Be strong!
I t  m a t te r s  n o t  how  deep  in t re n c h e d  the  v/rong.
H ow  h a rd  th e  b a t t le  goes, the  day, how  long;
F a in t  not, f igh t on! T o m o rro w  com es th e  song.

— M attb ie  D. Bobcock.


