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L yon s’ controls  

board meeting
F eb ru ary  11, a t noon the students w ere given an 

audience with the Board of T ru s te e s .  They w ere not 
inform ed of the meeting until 11:45, so, as usual, 
they w ere not given am ple tim e to be ready. The s tu 
dent rep re se n ta tiv e s  w ere s u rp r is e d  to find P res id en t 
Lyons p re sen t a t the m eeting, supported  by h is  law 
ye r, a M r. Nance. The m eeting was intended to be 
between the students and the B oard  of T ru s te e s ,  only.

Jam es Nesby re a d  the dem ands and grievances 
to the Board. One of the B oard  m em b ers  wanted to 
know why the student body had not contacted them 
before. Nesby rep lied  we HAD sen t them a l i s t  of 
the p rob lem s, but it  was w ritten  in  a different fo rm .

Nesby suggested  a hearing of the board  with the 
students to give the students an opportunity to p r e 
sen t proof of the in justices  su ffered  a t the hand of 
Dr. Lyons. A black board  m em ber inform ed the s tu 
dent body they had s ta ted  se r io u s  things and m ust 
have proof to back them up. A nother board  m em ber, 
who ag reed  with M r. Nesby, fe lt  the Board should 
g ran t the students a hearing.

One m em b er of the B oard  suggested  the students 
continue going to c la s se s  because they have to “ m ain 
ta in  the institu tion”  and “ re m a in  peaceful and o r 
derly” .

The m otion was made and seconded to have a 
hearing  in  the near future. The student re p re se n ta 
tives p re sen t w ere in form ed to be specific  with the ir  
points brought in a t the hearing . Ja m e s  Nesby, Dr. 
Lyons, and the C hairm an  of the B oard  will de term ine  
the date of the hearing . (How is  it  that the “ accused”  
is  running h is  own “ t r ia l” ? Lyons had no business 
being p re sen t at the m eeting, m uch le ss  de term ining 
the date of the hearing  aga inst him .)

P re s id en t Lyons took the nam es of the s ix  students 
p re sen t. One wonders what ac tion  he will personally  
take aga inst them . Will th e ir  fa te  akin to that 
of Dr. Bishop?

All the students stayed  in  the m eeting until about 
4:00 p.m . B efore the m eeting was over, Jam es  Nesby 
was p re s s u re d  into saying he would control the s tu 
dents and m ake them go back to c la s s .  When the room 
was c le a re d , M r. Nesby re tu rn ed  to speak to Lyons. 
He re tra c te d  h is  fo rm er  s ta tem en t, making it  c le a r  
that he alone could not influence the students or 
MAKE them do anything they did not wish to do.

The m em b ers  of the Board did m ost of the talking. 
Even the few black m em bers  of the board seem ed  
m ore  “ e s tab lish m en t”  than the white m em b ers , in 
putting down the students.

NIGHTLY BURNING

STUDENTS BURN 

LYONS IN EFFIGY

PRES. OUT OF HIDING

L y o n s  m e e t s  

w i t h  s t u d e n t s

F eb ru ary  9, 1971, in 
the afternoon a c ro ss  
sec tion  of the student body 
and Student Governm ent 
rep re se n ta t iv e s ,  a t  la s t, 
had an appointm ent to 
m eet w i^  P res id en t 
Lyons.

D eterm ined not to be 
defense less , the P r e s i 
dent su rrounded  h im self 
with his adm in is tra tive  
aids: M r. J .  c. Jones, 
Dean F ie ld s , M r. L e a z e r ,  
and M r. Roscoe. Over a 
dozen students plus the 
p res id en t and v ic e -p re s 
ident of the student body 
attended the m eeting.The 
students w ere volunteer 
rep re se n ta t iv e s  a s  well 
as e lected  re p re s e n ta 
tives of the various group 
on cam pus.

The student g rievances 
w ere made c le a r  again. 
Nesby sa id , “ The sam e 
problem s have always 
existed , but the sta te  of 
a ffa irs  has w orsened .”

It was made c le a r  that 
the firing  of Dr. Bishop 
was not the MAIN issue  
of the students.

The students t o l d  
P re s id e n t Lyons that they 
could not se e  that he had 
helped th is  institu tion .lt  
was the g enera l student 
feeling that Lyons had 
h u rt  the school.

Lyons com m ented by 
saying that s tudents do 
not h ire  and f ire  p re s i 
dents of u n iv e rs it ie s  and 
would not get h is re s ig 
nation from this type s tu 
dent action and p re s s u re .  
He could not “ get over 
the audacity”  of the s tu 
dent body asking fo r  his 
res igna tion  when they 
w ere not in  a position  to 
get it.

Lyons sa id  that he hop
ed the students p resen t 
a t the m eeting, as student 
le ad e rs , would be ready 
to take the responsib ility  
fo r rep e rcu ss io n s  I ( Is
th is  a th rea t?)

The p res id en t in s is ted  
that the student govern
m ent re p re se n ta t iv e s  had 
never before  asked  him 
to s it  down with them and 
d iscuss  g riev an ces , a l 
though the actual opposite 
is  widely known.

Lyons wanted to know 
if the students expected 
him to fix m inor griev 
ances over -  night. He 
made it  c le a r  that he is  
m ore  concerned with long 
range p rob lem s.

The P re s id en t spoke as 
little  as  possib le  in  o r 
der to avoid being hung by 
h is own rope , it seem ed. 
He encouraged the s tu 
dents to go to o ther ad
m in is tra to rs  fo r answ ers  
to any questions.

When asked if he would 
give the student body his 
res ignation , h is im m ed
iate reac tio n  was, “ No.”  
It was c le a r  that he would 
not give the STUDENTS 
h is res ignation , but it  
was wondered to whom he 
would consider giving it.

AT MASS MEETING

Students  
position  
odds

F eb ru ary  10, 1971 the 
student body of FSU m et 
in force in  the aud ito rium . 
Jam es  Nesby, p residen t 
of the Student G overn
m ent A ssocia tion  spoke 
to the group. His f i r s t  
com m ents w ere  in  ap 
p rec ia tion  of the m ass  
student support of the ef
figy of P re s id e n t Lyons 
the evening of F eb ruary  
9. He opened, “ You w ere 
beautiful la s t  night. You 
so  beautifully ro se  to the 
occasion. Our e ffo rts  la s t  
night w ere com m endable, 
but our total e ffo rts  a re  
yet to be won.”

M r. Nesby spoke of s tu 
dent responsib ility  for 
th e ir  decisions. “ Lyons 
has not res igned , but 
th is  should m ake us m ore  
determ ined . The re su lts  
depend upon how strong 
your com m itm ents and 
determ ination  a re .  This 
is  not a gam e.”

recommit
against

He continued, “ th i s s i t -  
tuation does not depend 
on Jam es  Nesby J r . ,  but 
on you as  a collective 
body. No se lec tive  group 
should dete rm ine  by 
them selves the fate and 
destiny of 1400 m en and 
women.”

“ You m ust know all the 
fac ts  and be knowledg- 
able of the s ta te  of af
f a i r s .  T here  can be no 
w ar without sac r if ice  
o r  ca su a ltie s . Being in
volved in  a w ar o r s tru g 
g le, -- one m u st not only 
ca lcu la te  the possib ility  
of v ic to ry , but a lso  be a -  
w are of the possib ility  of 
losing. We cannot an ti
cipate the joys of vic
to ry  un less  we accept 
the fe a rs  of losing. Vic
to ry  is  only valid  if the 
unpleasantness of con
sequences is  accep ted .”  

M r. Nesby wanted to be 
absolutely c e r ta in  the

(Continued on page 2)

The second week of 
F eb rua ry  will long be 
rem em b ered  by the s tu 
dents of FSU. Each day 
and evening saw  student 
gatherings and m eetings 
in p ro te s t  aga inst P r e s 
ident C harles  Lyons. He 
was burned in  effigy at 
nightly m a ss  ra l l ie s .

F eb ru ary  8, 1971, the 
ra in  th rea tened  to cancel 
the f i r s t  burning of 
“ Lyons” . However, over 
300 students ga thered  in 
the football field  to see  
an  im age of Lyons hung 
from  the football goal 
post and se t aflam e. The 
students g a th e red  in  a 
la rg e  c irc le  and watched 
the stuffed im age go up 
in  flam es and sm oke.

F eb ru ary  9, a f te r  the 
m eeting of students in the 
auditorium , student m a r 
sh a ls  who w ere appointed 
to keep o u ts id e rs  away 
from  the ga therings, ush
e re d  the students out of 
the auditorium  and in  a 
line around the dorm s to 
the auditorium  parking 
lot. The students w ere

sing ing ,“ We Shall O ver
com e" and “ We Shall 
Not Be M oved.”  A la rg e  
c irc le  of s tudents filled 
the parking lot. A fter a 
few sta tem en ts  quite 
app rop ria te  fo r  the s i t 
uation w ere m ade, f ire  
was se t  to the effigy.

A fter the la s t  few ash 
es died out, the line m ov- 
ed by the P re s id e n t’s  
house with the students 
chanting, “ Lyons has got 
to go.”

F eb ru a ry  10, about9:00 
p .m . over 850 students 
filed  out of the Women’s 
Gym a fte r  the m a ss  m eet
ing. They walked in  single 
file to the auditorium  
parking lot, gathering 
m ore  students along the 
way. About 1000 students 
c irc le d  around in  the 
parking lot. A fter the ef
figy was sen t up in 
flam es, the crow d of s tu 
dents cheered . The file 
of students m arched  a -  
round the cam pus in  a 
show of m a ss  support of 
s tudent dem ands and 
grievances.

S tu d e n ts  have suppor t  of A lumn i ,  Communi ty

Plan meeting with Board  

ofEducation in Rale igh

F e b ru a ry  i i ,  7:00  p .m ., the students m e t  in  a 
m a ss  ra l ly  in  the W omen's Gym. About 1000 s tu 
dents, o r  m o re , w ere p re se n t .  Tensions w ere high 
as the s tuden ts  lis tened  to Ja m e s  Nesby, Dr. C harles  
C herry  ( fo rm e r  p res id en t of the FSU Alumni A sso 
ciation), M rs . B a rb a ra  M cNeil (FSU graduate), and 
C arolyn Newton Stevens.

Jam es  Nesby in form ed the students of the r e 
su lts  of the m eeting with the B oard  of T ru s tee s , 
e a r l ie r  in the day. He told the students the Board 
m em b ers  ag reed  to l is ten  to the students “ in  good 
fa ith” , and give them an opportunity to p resen t th e ir  
g rievances and explain th e ir  p rob lem s.

Dr. C harles  C h erry , who has  been behind the stu 
dents fo r  a long tim e, and aw are of the p rob lem s with 
Dr. Lyons, spoke to the students. He gave h is  support 
to th e ir  cause . He w arned the students to be aw are 
of the narrow  attitude of the B oard  of T ru s te e s ,  
and re a l iz e  that i t  contained som e “ O reo-type cook
i e s ,”  (black on the outside, but white on the inside). 
He sa id  the “ B oard  is  p regnant with Lyons and too 
m o ra lis t ic  to have an abortion .”  The students cheered  
loudly a t the sta tem ents  made by Dr. C h erry , which 
su m m arized  the genera l student feeling.

M rs. B a rb a ra  McNeil, an  FSU g raduate , is  a lso  
in support of the students. She told the student body 
if they gave up now, Lyons would ru n  everything 
indefinitely I In that c a se , the students “ would not have 
a p ra y e r  in the w orld .”  She sa id , “ This is  one tim e 
you have to stand  up for you rse lves , against the p r e s 
s u re  of pa ren ts  and f r ie n d s .”  The students le t th e ir  
support of the sta tem ents  she made be known. Ap
p lause cam e from  the floor, as  the students were 
m ore  determ ined  than ev e r to s tand  by th e ir  con
victions and not be ru n  over by an adm in is tra tion  
controled in  EVERY departm en t by the little  d ic 
ta to r , C harlie  -A — .

C arolyn Newton Stevens, SGA V ice-p residen t, in 
form ed the students the s ta tem en t by Dr. Lyons 
concerning the cut-off of financial aid is  definitely 
a threat! It would hu rt over 75% of the students on 
the FSU cam pus, if put into effect by Lyons. She 
told the students it  was a chance they would have to 
take. She gave the students s e v e ra l  a lte rna tives: 
(1) give up, r e tu rn  to c la s s , and adm it defeat; (2) 
re tu rn  to c la s s ,  BUT m eet with the B oard  again in  
a hearing against Lyons; (3) continue to be " s ic k ”  
until the Board p re sen ts  us with its  u lta-m atum  (in 
th is  case , the students would only be waiting around 
to be k illed, like Jews waiting th e ir  tu rn  in  lines 
moving tow ard the ovens — slowly, but sure ly); 
o r  (4) send  a m ass  delegation of s tudents to Raleigh 
to speak with the Board of H igher Education. The 
alumni m em b ers  have a lready  given the student
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