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LYONS’ DEN
from end to end 

or

a diamond with a

hole in it

C harles  Lyons has gone on re c o rd  say 
ing that FSU could not be a partic ipato ry  
dem ocracy . His polic ies and the ir  recen t 
re p e rc u ss io n s  might have suggested  to him 
that the university  could not be run  smoothly 
with a d ic ta to ria l  hand e ith e r . T here  has to 
be a m edium , one that acknowledges the 
in tr in s ic  ro le s  of all the e lem ents  of the 
school, one that acknowledges the thinking 
ab ilities  of all the c ro s s -se c t io n s  in the best 
in te re s ts  of the total school and no one 
s e p a ra te  faction.

When Lyons met with the faculty and staff 
in January  to talk  about Governor Scott’s 
r e s t ru c tu r in g  proposal, he displayed this 
swing to in te re s ts  of his own sepa ra te  
faction. He told the group, “ H ere  is what 
they (the tru s tee s  and Lyons) want us to 
do. How m an y ag ree  with th is ? ”  in re fe rence  
to local autonomy. There  was rea lly  no d is 
cuss ion  of the proposal within the group i t 
self; Lyons gave the gathering a lec tu re  
on what he, h im self, wanted. A re  we r e t r o 
g re ss in g  to the days of H itle r ,  M ussolini 
and Tojo, the la t te r  whom Lyons r e s e m 
bles physically , all of whom Lyons im i
ta te s  in action?

ONE BOARD OR SEPARATE ONES?

The idea of one s ta te  board  of regents 
fo r  all North Carolina s ta te  supported 
schools begins to look b e tte r  and b e tte r ,  
when we think of how l is t le s s  FSU’s board 
of t ru s te e s  has been in  helping us to r e 
move the co re  of our s ickness . Its m em 
b e rs  have shown little  in te re s t  in  dealing 
with what Lyons, h im se lf ,  has called  a 
“ non-negotiable i tem ’ his  own withdrawal 
from  FSU in the best in te re s t  of every 
one, including h im self. The board m em 
b e rs  have been prone to l is ten  to the 
glib, deceptive tongue of Lyons as gospel, 
always hearing  only Lyons’ keenly defensive 
v e rs io n s  of events and c ircu m stan ces .  L ittle  
do they know that they have been bam - 
bozzled by a man who has  concentra ted  on 
and puffed up an insignificant flaw in one 
g rievance , to overshadow the tru th  and 
accu racy  of a dozen o ther genuine g r iev 
ances against his dishonesty and ineffi
c iency. All this displays a lack of true  con
c e rn  by the board of t ru s te e s  of FSU.

No one expects a local board  of tru s te e s  
to vote to e lim inate  i tse lf  by saying “ We 
ag ree  to abolish o u rse lv es ,”  but everyone- 
faculty, s tudents , alumni, community, and 
even som e deeply concerned  adm in is tra 
to rs  -  expect the local board  to right 
wrongs and not to unlease a pow er-hungry, 
s e lf -c e n te re d  man to run  ship-shod over a 
whole institu tion , w hether in the m an’s 
known o r  unknown quest to wreak the in- 
s titu ion to sh reds of dem olished debri.

B ecause local boards re p re se n t  political 
pay-offs -  and at FSU, pa.y-offs at the bot
tom of the political b a r r e l  -  they seem 
rea lly , a waste of tim e and money. Such 
boards know p rac tica lly  nothing of schools 
a f fa irs  and how to run  them and a re  g ross ly  
inefficient because they a re  s t r ic t ly  politi
cal.

Under a board of reg en ts ,  a ll fringe 
benefits would go to all schools; in  G eor
gia, fo r  instance , 33% of the te a c h e r’s  regu 
la r  s a la ry  is given for h is  sum m er 
school work, in  a ll schools , not just at 
the U niversity  of G eorgia. At FSU, su m 
m e r  school teach e rs  a re  aw are  of what they 
get only when they rece ive  th e ir  f i r s t  pay 
check. Such a board of regen ts  would have 
th is  equalization  responsib ility  in all a re a s  
of the schoo ls’ continuance.

OFF TRACK TRICK

FSU students handled them selves  ad 
m irab ly  in  the recen t tu rm oil They made 
th e ir  point a c ro ss  the s ta te  and nation, 
but perhaps  should have re f ra in e d  from 
that la s t  meeting with the board  of t ru s te e s .  
The re a so n  was twofold: the students had 
a lready  subm itted the ir  g rievances to the 
b oard  and to Lyons, but in  the p rocess  of 
m eeting, the neatly r e h e a rse d  Lyons’ tr ick  
of re ro u tin g  the students from the prob 
le m ,”  worked again, as  students w ere ask 
ed pointed questions that caused  excursions 
into o ther a r e a s ,  to make it appear that the

re a l  problem -  Lyons -  was not the problem 
at alL We can sym pathize with the s tu 
dents; a f te ra ll ,  Lyons has  all too often pulled 
the sam e “ off-track  t r ic k ’ with faculty, ad 
m in is tra t io n  and some eagerly , well- 
wishing departm ental heads. Will it take 
M erlin , the m agician, Kubla Khan, Darius 
and A lexander the G reat, to wake up ce r ta in  
blind m em b ers  of the board  of t ru s te e s  a t 
FSU?

DEPRIVATION WITHOUT 
REPRESENTATION

it is  said  that the board of t ru s te e s ,  in i ts  
M arch  10 meeting, wanted to know what it 
could do to get adm in is tra tion , faculty, 
s tudents, alumni and community together. 
It seem s that a peek back at previous ad 
m in is tra tio n s  would provide the board  a 
c le a r -c u t  answ er. FSU had som e problem s 
in  all adm in is tra tions  -  all schools do -  but 
it  has never been as  m essed  up and as  fa r  
a p a r t  in comm uni cations in any o ther reg im e 
a s  it  is  under C harles Lyons’ lack of guid
ance.

When the FSU Board of T ru s te e s  invites 
m em b ers  of different groups again, to find 
out the tru th  about our h o rr ib le  existence, 
it would do well to invite people from :he 
g ra s s  ro o ts ,  who will s tick  to and expUin 
the negativism of the “ non -  negotiable 
i te m .’ It is  a waste of tim e and g ro ss  
deceit to call in  o ther equally as  selfish, 
Lyons orien ted  people, who have become 
top-notch c h e e se -e a te rs  and brow n-nosers . 
That way, the board  is  getting the Lyon 
trea tm en t s t i l l ,  but with even g re a te r  a r 
dour by his pa ts ie s ,  with a bucket of white 
paint and b rushes. They have sold the ir  
sou ls  to the devil they worship and the 
o rig inal Satan too. They s ti l l  don’t see  
that they a re  no s a fe r  than people who speak 
th e ir  minds because they haven’t as yet 
so ld  th e ir  p rinc ip les; Lyons’ devout ad
heren ts  have long sold everything and 
glow now like pennies with holes in them.

FROM ALU MN I  BULLETIN

Dogmatic Att i tude  
Not Good For FSU

It is  apparen t that the alumni of F aye tte 
v ille  State University  have becom e of age. 
It is  appalling that the alum ni assoc ia tion  
has never been viable enough to weildm uch 
influence with any of the adm in is tra tions. 
Even though many students have passed  thru  
the gates of the institution, s ince  i ts  found
ing in  1877, the p res iden ts  and the t ru s te e s  
have operated  without much considera tion  
of the alumni.

Under Dr. Smith they never grew  up. 
The biggest acknowledgement was when one 
v is ited  the campus and was introduced as 
a fo rm e r  student. Dr. Seabrook c rea ted  a 
b e t te r  a tm osphere  and often used the alumni 
for window dressing . It was under h is ad 
m in is tra t io n  that one alumnus was put on 
the t ru s te e  board. The polic ies w ere a l r e a 
dy enunciated and it was a m a t te r  of fol
lowing the crowd or getting lost  in the shuf
fle. Dr. Jones was conscious of the la ten t 
potential of a strong bond between the two 
and m ade som e effort to  es tab lish  a be tte r  
line of com'riiinication.

The p re se n t  adm in is tra tion , even though 
p e rhaps  m ore  conscious, was believed to 
have envisioned an institu tion  that would only 
be as  g re a t  as  the in te re s t  shown and the 
considera tion  given the alumni, due to the 
fact that a school’s g rea tn ess  is  de
te rm ined  by the instilling  of p rincip les  
of re sp ec tib il i ty  and responsib ility  that 
the alum ni is afforded and the acceptance 
with the burning zeal of devotion to the 
onward p rog ram  of the institution.

Both the adm inis tra tion  and the alunni 
should, if they have not, come to the in 
e luctable decision that this is  th e ir  finest 
hour and should r i s e  to the occasion. The 
adm in is tra tio n  should seek  the advice of 
the alum ni du e to the fact it has the pulse 
beat of the students and the tem perm ent of 
the faculty. A dogmatic attitude on the p a r t  oi 
the adm in is tra tion  and a hands-off-policy , 
on the p a r t  of the alumni, will not se rve  
the b es t in te re s t  of Fayetteville  State.

The alumni comm. ttee , sen t out to probe 
the unwholesome situation  a t the un iver
s ity , m ust keep in mind that th e re  is  no 
longer two s ides  to a question. There a re  
nov/ th ree  s ides  — YOUR SIDE — MY 
SIDE— and the RIGHT SIDE.

E X E C U T I V E  COUNCI L  

W A N T S  T H E  P R O B L E M ”
TO W A L K  A W A Y

The Executive Council of the National 
A ssocia tion  of the Fayetteville  State Uni
ve rs ity  Alumni, a f te r  a s e r ie s  of conferen 
ces  with segm ents of FSU, made it  defi
nitely c le a r  that it  was much d isturbed 
and adopted the following guidelines for the 
investigation , based on the fol’owing.

1. A s ta te  of general u n res t  ex is ts  a t the 
un iversity .

2. T here  ex ists  a r e p re s s iv e  atm osphere  
that is  not conducive to learning and freedom 
of thought.

3. The faculty -  adm in is tra tion  re la tio n 
ship has  and continues to de te rio ra te .

4. T here  is  a c ro s s  feeling of insecurity  
among s tudents  and faculty.

5. That the reputation of the university  
is in jeopardy.

6. D issent has been m iscon trued  as  d is 
loyalty.

The Council was firm  in  its  belief that the 
action and reac tio n  of the p res iden t. Dr. C. 
A. Lyons, was the p r im e  fac to r  in the de
p lorab le  situation  and that the General 
Alumni A ssociation  e x e r t  every  pow er,at 
its  command, to rec tify  sam e.

FROM ALUMNI  BULLETIN

Lyons Seeks 

Absolute Power
The F eb ru ary  issue  of the FSU Alumni 

Biilletin revealed  Dr. L yons’ underlying 
motive in the rem oval of Dr. David W. 
Bishop.

The action  c lim axed a s e r ie s  of alleged 
underhanded moves by P re s id en t  Lyons, 
including rem oval of M r. A. J .  Pindle as 
B usiness  M anager, Dr. Odell Uzzell as Dean 
of the U niversity , M r. J a sp e r  T u rn e r  as head 
of the E a r ly  Childhood P ro g ra m , the under-  
minding of the Faculty Assem bly as  a 
re p re se n ta t iv e ,  recognized body, and an 
alleged m isu se  of equalization funds for 
te a c h e r s ’ sa la r ie s .

Dr. Bishop’s removal is viewed as the 
second step  in a ttem pt to  destroy  the F a 
culty A ssem bly  because  i t  c r i t ic ized  and 
p re sen ted  a l is t  of g r iev an ces  against the 
p res iden t. The f i r s t  s tep  was the c rea tion  
of a faculty  hand book that included a 
prev iously  unheard of U niversity  Senate, 
designed by a sm all ,  se lec ted  core  of Lyon’s 
su p p o r te rs .  It was c re a te d  to rep lace  
the Faculty  Assem bly. The overall aim of 
the p re s id e n t’s la te s t  moves is  total d ic ta 
to r ia l  pow ers for the pow er-hungry Dr. 
Lyons.

On the following F riday , FSU students 
p resen ted  the p residen t a petition demand
ing his  res ignation  and the re in s ta tem en t 
of Dr. Bishop. They s ta r te d  a peaceful 
boycott of c la s se s  F r id ay  afternoon, to 
la s t  until th e ir  demands a re  m et.

The National Alumni A ssoc ia tion  has de
signated a com m ittee to look fu rtherin to  the 
existing conditions at Fayettev ille  State 
U niversity .
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