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A lo a n  W illiam s , ISE English coordinator, gives 
demonstration durinq recent visit.

New Freshman Program  

To Be Student Centered
By Joan  C. Mclver

A new educationa l p ro jec t 
k n o w n  a s  t h e  Five-College- 
C onsort ium  Program began this 
y e a r  a t  F a y e t t e v i l l e  S ta te  
University un d e r  the direction  of 
Mrs. V.P. Fleming. T he  purpose 
o f  the  co nso rt ium  is to  he lp  
c r e a t e  a n e w  e n v i r o n m e n t  
support ive  o f  the new effort .  It 
includes ind ep en d en t  resources 
a n d  a c o l l e a g u e s h i p  w i t h  
like-minded faculty  a t  FSU and 
in o th e r  institutions.

T he  aim  o f  this program is to 
graduate  s tuden ts  w ho  will be 
able  to  cope with the  world and 
its problem s on their  own terms 
and  to  w ork  to  try  to  change it 
for th e  better. This means that

s t u  len ts  m u s t  know  specific 
things a b o u t  specific subjects. 
This also means th a t  s tuden ts  
m ust  know  how  to  find their 
w a y  a r o u n d  th e  intellectual,  
m o r a l ,  and  aesthetic  worlds, 
which ultim ately  should  be one 
world.

Q u ite  a n u m b er  o f  Black 
studen ts  have failed in school, or 
their  SAT scores were n o t  high 
enough to  get in to  a college. 
This was n o t  because they  could 
n o t  l e a r n ,  b u t  because the 
material and subject m a t te r  was 
n o t  r e l e v e n t  t o  t h e i r  
backgrounds. As a result, some 
Black educa to rs  saw a need to  
establish a program for the  Black 
society of tom orrow . Presently, 
t h i s  conso rt ium  program  has 
been in operation  for five years. 
T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  groups o f  
colleges and universities engaged 
in the program, making a total 
of 28 colleges and universitites. 
Fayetteville  S ta te  University is 
in the second  group along with 
fou r  o th e r  schools know n as the 
Five-Consortium Program.

“ T here  is a need for  a change 
in o u r  present day e d tcc t io n a l  
s y s t e m , ”  Mrs. Fleming said. 
“ S tu d en ts  should  realize th a t  
this is the  only program tha t  
deals with  the entire  freshman
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curriculunx It is no t  a remedial 
program, bu t  basic college work 
and relevant to  the s tu d e n ts .” In 
t h i s  s y s t e m ,  t h e  instructor 
realizes th a t  his s tuden ts  have 
ideas o f  their  own ab o u t  life and 
its s i tuations and may want to  
express them. He re.specls the 
s tu d en t  and the s tu d e n t  respects 
h i m .  T h e  c l a s s r o o m  i s  
s tudent-centered . Therefore, the 
classes becom e more meaningful, 
a n d  the  s tu d en ts  are tota lly  
involved in class, and they want 
to  learn. The cla-sses are usually 
arranged in a casual circle, and 
the instructo r  is there only to 
direct the discussions.

“ T here  will be problems in 
establishing any program, but as 
t im e  goes on, problem s will 
decrease in n u m b er ,” she said. 
T h is  program  is designed to  
allow for flexibility, and it has 
n o  set pa tte rn .  The teacher sets 
up the classroom as he sees fit 
for the learning situation.

A long range purpose  of the 
project is to  bring ab o u t  changes 
in the regular college curriculum 
th ro u g h  th e  exam ple  o f  the 
success o f  the project. It would 
take the form  o f  changes in 
institu tional s truc tu re  to  pe rm it  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  t o  
o r i g i n a t e  and carry forward 
e x p e r i m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  
programs as part  of the  regular 
business o f  th e  college. Such 
changes w ould  include free time 
anrt spec ia l  facillUes for teacheis 
to  develop and try  ou t  new 
materials,  and permission for 
s tuden ts  to  take the new courses 
w i t h o u t  loss o f  credit.  This 
p r o j e c t  a l s o  h o p e s  t o  
d em ons tra te  the possibilities o f  a 
reduction  or decrease in a ttr i t ion  
rate, particularly  in the first two 
years o f  college.

Homecoming Set

T h e  sp o t l ig h t  will be on 
F a y e t t e v i l l e  Sla te  University 
f r o m  O c t o b e r  1 1 - 1 6  as it 
s c h e d u l e s  its m o st  dynamic 
H om ecom ing ever. T he  theme 
for this y e a r’s celebration  is, 
“ Pow er to  the New Day” .

Floats with beautiful black 
sisters, reunions with old friends, 
the c rowning o f  a breath takingly 
beautiful queen, and “ all day, all 
n ight gigs” are only a few of the 
gala activities planned for the 
week. And one o f  the  most 
an tic ipa ted  a t trac t ions  will be 
t h e  f o o t b a l l  g a m e  w h e r e  
Fayetteville  S ta te  will play the 
W inston-Salem Sta te  University 
Rams in a true  battle  o f  the 
season.

During halft im e ceremonies 
a t  t h e  game. Miss Delphine 
R o b i n s o n ,  a senior business 
major from Rose Hill, will be 
c r o w n e d  “ Miss Hom ecom ing 
1971-72” . She is the daughter of 
Mr. and  Mrs. Charlie Robinson, 
Jr.  She was “ Miss S o p h o m o re” 
in 1969 and she co m p e ted  in the 
1 9 7 1  “ M i s s  F a y e t t e v i l l e  
P a g e a n t ” . A t  F S U ,  she is 
corresponding secretary o f  the 
Alpha K appa Alpha Sorority, 
and a m em ber of the Voice S taff  
and S tu d en t  Senate. She enjoys 
swimming, sewing, reading and 
m ost  o f  all, m eeting and greeting 
new people.

In Higher EducaHon

Restructuring Key

ir
Dr. Lyon

T h e  re s t ru c tu re  o f  higher 
educa tion  in North  Carolina is 
the major concern  o f  the  many 
p r o b l e m s  we  f a c e  t o d a y .  
Presiden t Charles “ A” Lyons 
said during his prepared  address 
a t  the C onvocation  open ing  the 
Fall Sem ester last Thursday.

There  will be som e changes 
m ade in higher educa tion ,  and 
o u r  c o n c e r n  is " h o w  w e a te  
going to  be a ffec ted  by i t .” At 
p resent, he said. "T h ere  appears 
t o  b e  n o  r e c o g n i t i o n  tha t  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  like Fayetteville 
Sta te  e.xist.”

When the  special session of 
the Legislature convenes on the 
2 6 t h ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  
p redom inate ly  black institu tions 
will be to  seek inclusion in the

l e g i s l a t i o n  s u c h  t h i n g s  as  
f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  a d m i s s i o n  
p o l i c i e s  o n  the local level. 
“ W h e n  c o n t r o l  o f  y o u r  
admission policies is lost, then 
t h e  m a j o r  c o n t r o l  o f  y o u r  
destiny is lost ,”  he said. Dr. 
Lyons has had experience in the 
college admissions field.

A num ber  o f  things have 
already been decided he told his 
a u d i e n c e .  A m o n g  them  he 
nam ed (1) a s trong central board 
( 2 )  B o a r d s  o f  Trustees on 
individual cam puses (3) central 
board  contro l over budgeting (4) 
local board  contro l of faculty, 
staff, and  s tu d e n t  affairs (5) 
c e n t r a l  b o a r d  n a m i n g  o f  
insti tu t ion  heads.

“ I believe a s trong central 
board  is a good th ing,” Lyons 
said. “ But how  the pow er is 
shared with the  local board  is 
im portan t.  We hope  to  forestall 
all the  pow er on  the  central 
b o a rd .”

In citing the  im portance  of 
local in s t i tu t ions  having control 
over he  said, “ If I had  been 
ad m it ted  to  college on the  basis 
of National s tandard ized  tests 
and admissions policies, I d o n ’t 
know  if I w ould  be here to d ay .” 
Speaking to  his s tu d en ts  he said 
“ I know  th a t  if they  were used 
as the sole basis for admissions 
many o f  you  would n o t  be 
h e r e . ”  Optimistically, though, 
the presiden t m ade clear that 
when all is done, he expects  
Fayetteville  Sta te  to  come ou t  
ahead.
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