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W h i t e  J u s t ic e  i n  th e  ^^Netv South^^

by Lillie Booth
H E W ’s v i s i t  r e c e n t ly  

called the public’s attention  
the numerous problems that 
w e here at F a yettev ille  State  
U niversity are  plaqued with 
every day. E ven  so, no one 
can tell us better than w e can  
tell ourselves what it is like to 
work w ith  in a d eq u a te  
m a te r ia ls  an d  in a d eq u a te  
facilities. We know the feeling  
of signing up for a course with  
no teacher available  to teach  
it for four w eeks or more. We 
know the feeling of waiting for 
a book that a teacher ordered  
for the library to supplem ent 
the course, only to have it 
available at the end of the 
course. We know the futility of 
trying to have a conference  
with a teacher in an office that 
is shared by a host of others. 
We know  f ir s t  hand  the  
frustrations of having a class  
in the lobby of a building in
stead of a classroom . But 
most of all, w e know the 
feeling better than anyone  
else  of having the comm unity  
tell us that “F ayettev ille  State 
is not worth a dam n and that it 
is a w aste  of tim e to attend it .” 
Yes, we know that feeling  
more than any of the others.

Perhaps it is this negative  
attitude of the com m unity that 
has helped F ayettev ille  State 
to gradually inch rather than 
flourish and blossom into a 
wider and more serv iceab le  
university. F ayettev ille  State 
has the claim  of being the 
oldest Black school in the 
Southeast but the progress has  
been slow  and unequal.

The r e c e n t  p r o te s t  in 
Raleigh by students of the five

To The Editor:
Y esterd ay’s (March 29) 

election of m em bers of the 
Board of Governors and the 
University of North Carolina 
reflects an alarm ing trend 
and points up two major  
issues that m ust be addressed.

In 1972, when the Board of 
Governors w as first formed, 
th ere  w e r e  th ir ty -tw o  
m e m b e r s  in c lu d in g  s e v e n  
black m em bers. Four of these 
(two each from N.C.C.U. and 
N.C. A&T) and three others 
(one each  from Elizabeth  
City, F ayettev ille  State and 
Winston-Salem) w ere elected  
by the trustees of these five  
cam puses. This represented  
22 percent of the m em bership  
and was the sa m e  as the 
p e r c e n ta g e  of the  b lack  
population statewide.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  
election occurring in the last 
th ree  s e s s io n s  of the 
legislature (1975, 1977 and 
1979) have not only reduced  
the number of black m em bers  
on the Board from seven  to 
four but at the sam e time, 
ignored the black leadership. 
In 1975, two black incum bents  
w ere up for re-election and 
only one w as re-elected; in 
1979, two black incumbents 
w ere up for re-election and 
only  on e  w a s  r e -e le c te d .  
Blacks now represent only 
12 V2 percent of the Board  
m em bership  down from 22 
percent.

In the election yesterday, 
the two minority m em bers  
elected  w ere not only elected  
by the m ajority race, they 

'ere a lso nominated by the 
m ajority race. The nom inees 
of the minority leadership  
w e r e  e i th e r  d e fe a te d  or 
declared “ unqualified” to be 
elected.

N ew s re leases  this week  
in d ic a te  th a t  th e  G. O. P.

p r e d o m i n a t e l y  b l a c k  
u n iv e r s i t ie s  d e m o n s tr a te d  
that black students are  not 
willing to see  a part of their 
heritage succum b without a 
fight. I h op e  th a t  th ese  
students realize that they can  
reaffirm this com m itm ent by 
supporting their alm a m ater  
when they graduate. We, too, 
owe it to ourselves to m ake  
sure that the growth of our 
school is even m ore evident 
than when we were in school.

HEW c a m e  and they  
pointed out m any of the facts  
that we w ere  aw are of. They 
undressed us in public and 
m ade us and them  more  
aware of the odds that are 
a g a in s t  u s. N e v e r th e le s s ,  
through all of this I keep 
r e m e m b e r in g  th e  m an y  
d o cto rs , la w y e r s ,  te a c h e r s  
and other professionals that 
the Black universities and 
colleges produced and con
tinue to produce despite the 
odds. E ven  so, it is not enough  
to say  that it can be done. 
Fortunately, som e of us will 
succeed despite the odds. 
U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  m a n y  w ill  
adopt the negative attitude 
that m ay still have and will 
continue to tell them selves  
that “F a yettev ille  State is not 
worth a d am n ” and will 
th e r e fo r e  p ro d u ce  a c 
cordingly.

HEW ’s visit reflected that 
we d eserve a fighting chance. 
I challenge each student to 
prove that w e d eserve  it--not 
because w e are B lack -bu t  
because w e should have and 
want an education that is 
equal to the best that the 
U n iv e r s i ty  s y s t e m  h as  to 
offer.

LETTER
political minority party does 
not and will not tolerate the 
nominations of their m em bers  
by the D em ocrat majority. It 
does seem  that a political 
leadership sensitive  to the 
needs of the state and co m 
mitted to fairness and equity  
would perm it and accept the 
n o m in a tio n s  of th e  b la ck  
leadership as  it does the 
nomination of the Republican  
le a d e rsh ip .  It is  h ig h ly  
desireable that the destiny of 
the black population should 
be...m ust be in the hands of 
the elected black leadership  
just a s  the destiny of the 
Republican party m ust be in 
the hands of the Republican  
leadership.

My nomination by Senator  
F r ed  A le x a n d e r ,  e n d o r sed  
also by the three minority  
m em bers in the House, was  
d e le te d  fro m  th e  l i s t  of 
n o m in e e s  in  the S en a te  
C ommittee by saying only 
that I w as “ unqualified.” I 
can only say that Senator 
A lexander’s nom inee was as 
qualified as  the nom inee of 
Senator Ralph Scott whose  
nam e w as not deleted. Is the 
nomination and election of the 
m in o r ity  m e m b e r  by the  
majority race the m eaning of 
minority representation in the 
N.C. L e g is la tu r e ?  T hat  
question needs an answer.

In this era of rapid and 
racial change, there is a great 
n eed  for d iv e r s e  and  
proportional representation  
on the Board of Governors of 
our b e lo v e d  u n iv e r s i ty  
s y s t e m . . .T h u s , ' it is  im 
p e r a t iv e  th a t the b lack  
leadership be recognized and 
the representation reflect at 
least the make-up of the 
sta te’s population.

While I could say much  
about the defeat of the bill by 
the House C om m ittee defining

W ith the e le c t io n  of 
Jim m y Carter to the White 
House in 1976, the m yth of a 
“ New South” has been per
manently etched in the public 
mind. D em ographic statistics  
were used to point out that 
more Afro-Americans were  
m oving to the South than were  
leaving. The appointments of 
form er civil rights activ ists  
such as John Lewis and An
drew Young in the federal 
hierarchy also helped to heal 
the ugly im age of the South 
created by the white police 
a tta c k s  a g a in s t  n o n v io len t  
black protestors.

B e n e a th  th e  f r a g i le  
facade of biracial unity and 
political harmony resides a 
seldom n discussed  fac t-th e  
continued and growing use of 
official v io lence and physical 
assau lts against the black  
com m unity, and especially

aim ed at black youth. Despite  
the p a ssa ge  of civil rights 
legislation and the subsequent  
end of de jure segregation,

the criteria for m em bership  
on the Board of Governors of 
the U n iv e r s i ty  of N orth  
Carolina, I will not make  
extended observations at this 
time. I do feel, however, that 
since a substantial num ber of 
good persons are  affected  by 
this bill that it should be 
reconsidered and passed  post
haste. It can  now be con
sidered on its m erits and not 
as a bill to help only one 
person, nam ely, J .J. Sansom, 
Jr.

Respectfully, 
J.J. Sansom, Jr.

M echanics & F arm ers Bank  
Durham , NC

While a lot of automobile  
nuts sp en d  b ig  m o n ey  
restoring c lassica l old cars, a 
co m p a n y  in C a lifo rn ia  is 
producing new “ old” c lassics .

The Di Napoli, which sells  
for $65,000, is produced by 
Minicars, Inc. in California.

The c a r s  a re  o r ig in a l  
designs and are carefully put 
together, p iece by piece, by 
craftsm en.

ATTENTION 
TAXPAYERS

I Your tax dollars, like |
your paycheck dollars,

I don’t stretch a s  far a s  |
they used to.

■  G ive your state  *
I governm ent your best |

ideas on how to stretch  
I tax  dollars further by |

ca lling

* U4iste-Line * 
11- 800 - 662-7952 •
j  Toll-free in North Carolina ^

Governor’s Office of Citizen Affairs 1̂  Capitol, Raleigh. N.C. 27611

police v iolence against black  
p eo p le  r e m a in s  a m ajo r  
concern of black activ is ts  in 
the South. Unreported in
c id e n ts  o c c u r  a c r o s s  the  
region, day after day, forming  
a pattern of racists oppression  
which reinforces the de facto  
s e g r e g a t io n  b e tw e e n  the  
races.

This February in Miami, 
Florida, five policem en raided  
the home of a middle aged, 
black school teacher, National 
La Fleur. Stating that they 
were searching for drugs, the 
police officers proceeded to 
destry the furniture. When La 
F le u r  r e s is te d ,  h e  w a s  
severely  beaten, suffering a 
broken rib, neck and head  
injuries. La F leu r’s twenty  
one year old son Hollice cam e  
to his father’s defense  and was  
also beaten. Both m en  were  
charged with battery against  
arresting officers.

No drugs w ere found in 
the home, and the police later  
confessed that they had raided  
the wrong address. The La 
Fleiffs have filed a $3 million  
suit against local authorities  
for their m istreatm ent. The  
police have s ince suspended  
four of the officers involved  
temporarily, but have not 
explained w hy the La F leurs  
w ere treated so  roughly.

In Charleston, M ississippi 
last month, a w hite deputy  
sheriff arrested  ten year old 
Lovely Taylor, a student in the 
fifth grade. Lovely T aylor’s 
mother w as informed that her 
son had verbally  insulted a 
white girl and that he w as  
ch a r g e d  w ith  “ m a l ic io u s  
m isch ief.” The ten year old  
boy was forced to spend a 
night in jail w hile his mother  
was raising $500 bail.

In P r in c e  G e o r g e s  
County, M a ry la n d , s i x te e n  
year old T errence Johnson  
and his older brother Kevin  
were stopped by two white  
policem en on suspicion of 
robbery last June. Terrence  
w a s th r e a te n e d  a n d  then  
beaten by the arresting of
f ic e r s .  W alk in g  in to  the 
processing room at the police  
s ta t io n ,  one p o l ic e m a n  
warned the black youth that 
he m ight “break his neck .” A 
struggle insured, and both 
police w ere killed with one of

the o f f i c e r ’s r e v o lv e r s .  
T e r r e n c e  J o h n so n  c la im e d

that he w as acting in self  
d e fe n se .  L o c a l p r o se c u to r s  
argue that the ca se  is sim ply  
one of double homicide.

The b r u ta l ity  a g a in s t  
black youth som etim es cuts 
across the color line. This 
F e b r u a r y ,  a M o n tg o m ery ,  
Alabam a grand jury c h a r g ^  
two Tuskegee policem en and a 
former deputy sheriff with the 
violation of the civil r ights of a 
T u sk e g e e  In s t i tu te  b la ck  
s tu d en t . A cco rd in g  to the  
in d ic tm e n t ,  fou r  T u sk e g e e  
In s t itu te  s tu d e n ts  w ere  
arrested in October, 1978, for 
burgulary at a local motel. 
One eighteen year old  suspect, 
Dwight E arl B lakely, w as not 
driven to the police station, 
but w a s  ta k e n  in to  the  
deserted T uskegee Industrial 
Park. B lakely  w as taken from  
the autom obile, and he alleges  
that the three black law of
ficers “ did willfully strike, 
assault, beat and k ick” him. 
Blakely filed a com plaint with  
the F B I, w hich led to the 
grand jury indictm ents.

O ccasionally, the plight of 
an individual black prisoner  
will a ttract som e national or 
regional attention. This oc
curred last autum n in the case  
of T o m m y  L e e  H in es  of 
Cullman, A labam a. Hines w as  
convicted by an all-white jury 
for rape, although m edical 
e x p e r ts  t e s t i f ie d  th a t  the  
twenty-six year old Hines w as  
too m entally  retarded to have  
planned and com m itted  the 
crime. Sim ilarly, the ca ses  of 
Joanne Little, the Wilmington  
Ten and Im ani Harris have  
made headlines, and have  
sparked support from  black  
and w hite progressives.

Y e t  for  e v e r y  J o a n n e  
Little there are  a hundred  
other incidents of brutality  
that go unreported. The myth  
of racia l equality and black  
a c h ie v e m e n t  o b sc u r e s  the  
reality of the “ New South.” It 
becom es obvious, from the 
perspective of the grassroots, 
that a new political m ovem ent  
of the oppressed m ust take 
place, inspired partially by 
the l e g a c y  of the  
desegragation cam paigns of 
the 1960s. The u se  of violence  
against black youth, adults 
and the poor will stop only  
when w e reassert the power of 
our own humanity through 
upcom prom ising struggle.


