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T h e P resid en tia l  
E lec tio n  R e c o n s id e r e d

T h e Lack o f  R eal C ho ices
By Dr. Manning Marable

T h e  c i rc u s  is o v e r  a t  last.  A f te r  al l  th e  c a m p a ig n  r h e to r i c  
a n d  m i s in f o rm a t io n ,  a f t e r  th e  cyn ica l  p r o m is e s  an d  p o l i t i ca l  
pos tu r ing ,  t h e  1980 P r e s i d e n t i a l  r a c e  is his to ry .  A l a c k lu s t e r  
e l e c t o r a l  ch o ic e  b e t w e e n  t h r e e  " R e p u b l i c a n s  C a r t e l , R e a 
gan,  a n d  A n d e r s o n  — a l i e n a t e d  a n d  f r u s t r a t e d  t h e  o v e r 
w h e lm in g  m a jo r i ty  of  vo te rs .  R o n a ld  R e a g a n  was t h e  s e l e c 
t i on  of  t h e  pub l ic — t h e  c h o ice  o f  le ss  t h a n  28 p e r c e n t  of the^ 
e l ig ib l e  voting  publi c .  T h e  la rg e  m a rg in  of  R e a g a n ' s  v is to ry  is 
not  a po l i t i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a sh if t  to th e  r ight ,  b u t  a 
re. ject ion o f  C a r t e r ' s  r e c o r d  o f  in e p t i t u t e .  d u p l i c i t y  a n d  a d m i 

n i s t r a t iv e  chaos.
R e a g a n ' s  e l ec t io n ,  how ever ,  is m e re ly  th e  so r ry  c o n t i n u a 

t ion  o f  th e  b ad ly  b u n g le d ,  a n t i h u m a n i s t i c  p o l i c ie s  a n d  p r a c t i 
ces of  a n e a r - m o r i b u n d  p o l i t i c a l  sys tem  t h a t  h i s to r i c a l ly  r e 
w a r d s  th e  o w n e r s  a n d  m a n a g e r s  o f  c o r p o r a t e  w e a l th  at  th e  e x 
p e n s e  o f  th e  p o o r  a n d  w ork in g  c l a s se s  o f  eve ry  e t h n ic  groups.  
N o th in g  has  c h a n g e d  w ith  R e a g a n ' s  victory;  t h e  c h a in s  t h a t  
f e t t e r  o u r  p e o p l e  to an  e x i s t e n c e  of  p e r m a n e n t l y  h igh u n e m 
p loym en t .  i n a d e q u a t e  m e d ic a l  ca re ,  p o o r  h o u s in g  a n d  c r im e  
w o u ld  be as s e c u r e  as if  C a r t e r  o r  A n d e r s o n  h a d  won in s tea d .  
T h e  p r o b l e m  for o u r  g e n e r a t i o n  is no t  to d e c i d e  who wi l l  r u n  
t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  b u t  w h e t h e r  we will  o rg a n iz e  to u p r o o t  the  
p l a n t a t io n ,  b u r n  it to t h e  g ro u n d ,  a n d  b u i l d  a n e w e r ,  d e m o 
crat ic o rd e r  which advances the mater ia l  in teres ts  ot our people.

T h o u s a n d s  o f  b l a c k  p e o p l e  ha v e  c o n c l u d e d  th a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  
c r i s i s  in A m e r i c a n  po l i t i c s  is no t  t h a t  the  s e l e c t i o n  of  c a n d i 
d a t e s  is so poor.  T h e  r e a l  p r o b l e m  li es  no t  w ith  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  
b u t  w i th in  t h e  very  d e f in i t i o n  of  A m e r i c a n  po l i t i c s  itself . No 
o n e  s e r io u s ly  b e l i e v e d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  of p o l i t i c i a n s  d u r in g  
e l e c t i o n  ca m p a ig n s .  N o  o n e  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  d e m o c r a t 
ic c h a r a d e  c a l l e d  e l e c to r a l  po l i t i c s  has  a d ec i s iv e  ef fec t  u p o n  
th o s e  fo rces  w i th in  th e  c e n t e r s  o f  m u l t i n a t io n a l  c a p i t a l  an d  fi
n a n c e  t h a t  a c tu a l ly  d e t e r m i n e  s ig n i f i can t  i s sues  w i th in  th is  

system.  As o n e  Black  P h i l a d e l p h i a  r e s id e n t ,  22-year-o ld C h a r 
les  A d a m s o n ,  r e c e n t l y  c o m p l a i n e d  to th e  Philadephia In
quirer: "1 vo te d  s in c e  I 'was 18, Man. 1 c o u l d n ' t  w ait  to pull  th e  
bal lo t .  Bu t I 've given  up  on t h e  p o l i t i c ians .  T h ey  ju s t  a in ' t  d o 
ing  th e  job . "  ,

T h e  r e m a r k a b l y  low v o te r  t u r n o u t  in th i s  y e a r  s P r e s i d e n 
t i a l  e l e c t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e d  at  l e a s t  t h r e e  s ign i f i can t  po in ts .  F ir s t ,  
t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  B lac k  p e o p l e  e x p r e s s e d  no c o n f id e n c e  in Ca r  
te r ,  A n d e r s o n  a n d  R e ag a n ,  n e i t h e r  as i n d iv id u a l  c a n d i d a t e s

n o r  for  t h a t  body  o f  po l i t i c s  w h ich  they  r e p r e s e n t .  Second ,  
B lack  p e o p l e  r e j e c t e d  th e  "boogy  m a n  th e s i s  p r o p o u n d e d  by 
C a r t e r  s p o k e s m e n  l ike th e  Rev.  J e s s e  J a c k s o n  a n d  A n d r e w  
Young,  w h ich  c l a im e d  th a t  C a r t e r  was t h e  " l e s s e r  ev i l "  and  
th a t  any  B lack  non -vo te r  was a c tu a l ly  vo ting  for  R eagan .  T he  
r e a l i t y  o f  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  was  t h a t  t h e  N eg ro  Old 
G u a r d ’s b a c k r o o m  po l i t ic s  o f  p r e t t y  p a t r o n a g e  cou ld  no long 
e r  p e r s a u d e  t h e  m a jo r i ty  ot B lack  vo te r s  to c a s t  a s id e  t h e  e x 
p e r i e n c e s  of  four  h a r d  y e a r s  of  b e n i g n  n e g le c t  a t  th e  h a n d s  of  
th e  C a r t e r  A d m in i s t r a t i o n .  A nd  th i rd ,  m a n y  B lacks  w e r e  im 
pli c i t ly  d e c l in i n g  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a p r o c e s s  t h a t  h a s  c e a s e d  to 
have  le g i t im ac y  as a way  to d e c i d e  th ings  a f f ec t ing  p u b l i c  p o l 
icy. In shor t ,  th e  very  r a t i o n a l e  of  t h e  e l e c to r a l  sys tem  w as  on 
tr ial .  T h a t  sys tem  was a c c u s e d  of o p e r a t i n g  ag a in s t  o u r  i n t e r 
es ts  as  a p e o p l e  no m a t t e r  w h ic h  le v e r  we p u l l e d  on t h e  P r e s i 
d e n t i a l  l ine  in t h e  e l e c t i o n  booth .  And a m a jo r i ty  o f B la c k s  d e 
c ided ,  p r iv a t e ly  an d  pub li c ly ,  t h a t  th i s  sys tem was found  
guil ty  as ch a rg ed .

B lac k  A m e r i c a  m us t  o r g a n iz e  co l lec t ive ly ,  bo th  i n t e r n a l l y  
an d  e x t e r n a l ly ,  to p l a c e  on th e  p u b l i c  a g e n d a  a m o r e  p r o g r e s 
sive se t  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  in d o m e s t i c  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  policy. I n 
te rn a l ly ,  w'e m u s t  d e v e lo p  B lack  U n i t e d  F r o n t s  to b u i ld  
b r id g e s  b e t w e e n  e x i s t i n g  p r o g re s s iv e  p o l i t i c a l  g ro u p s  
t h r o u g h o u t  th e  n a t ion ,  f a c i l i t a t i n g  g r e a t e r  d i a lo g u e  a n d  c lo s 
e r  p r o g r a m m a t i c  unity.  'We m u s t  b u i l d  c o n s u m e r  a n d  p r o d u c 
e r  c o o p e r a t i v e s  p r o v id in g  c r i t i c a l ly  n e e d e d  food a n d  c lo th ing  
to o u r  peop le .  E x te rn a l ly ,  we m u s t  r a i s e  s e r io u s  q u e s t i o n s  in 
C o ngres s  a n d  s t a t e h o u s e s  a c ro s s  th i s  co u n t ry  a b o u t  th e  p a t t 
e r n s  of  d i v e s t m e n t  o f  c a p i t a l  w h ic h  th r o w  t e n s  o f t h o u s a n d s  of  
Black  a n d  o t h e r  T h i r d  W or ld  p e o p l e  o u t  of  jo b s  every  yea r .  "We 
m us t  r e n e w  o u r  d e m a n d  for th e  p a s s a g e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
of  th e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h e a l t h  c a r e  le g i s l a t io n  p r o p o s e d  by 
C o n g r e s s p e r s o n  R o n a ld  V. D e l l m u s  of  Ca l i fo rn ia .  We m u s t  
m o b i l iz e  o u r  fam i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  to d e m o n s t r a t e  in th e  
s t r e e t s  a g a in s t  t h e  c l im a te  o f  r a c i s t  t e r r o r i s m  ag a in s t  o u r  c o m 
m u n i t i e s ,  as  g r a p h ic a l ly  i l l u s t r a t e d  in Buf fa lo  a n d  A t la n ta .

T h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  o n e  c a n d i d a t e  o r  a n o t h e r  to t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  
in any  given  y e a r  d o e s  no t  d e c i d e  th e  u l t i m a t e  goal  d i r e c t i o n s  
an d /o r  n e c e s s i ty  o f  t h e  B lack  F r e e d o m  Struggle .  T h e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B lack  P o l i t i ca l  P a r ty  S t e e r i n g  C om 
m i t t e e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  u l t im a te  St ruggle for  Black,  T h i r d  
Wqr ld  a n d  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  is th a t  s t rugg le  for  c o m p le t e  so 
cial  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  
th e  g r e a l B l a c k  a b o l i t i o n i s t  F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass  was  s p e a k i n g  
to o u r  c u r r e n t  po l i t i ca l  p l igh t  w h e n  he  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  'P o w e r  
c o n c e d e s  n o th i n g  w i th o u t  d e m a n d ;  it n e v e r  h a s  a n d  it n e v e r  
will. " We b e l i e v e  th a t  t h e r e  will  b e  no h o p e  for t h e  m a s s e s  of  
Black  p e o p l e  in A m e r ic a ,  un t i l  such  t i m e  th a t  th e y  a s s u m e  fi
nal  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  t h e i r  own e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  the y  
r e j e c t  any  ef fort s  to c o m p r o m i s e  t h e i r  h i s to r i c  b a t t l e  for  full 
e c o n o m ic  d e m o c r a c y ,  po l i t i ca l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  e q u a l i t y  in A m e r  

ica

At f irs t  g lance ,  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  v ic to ry  of  a on e - t im e  movie  a c 
t o r  an d  m e d io c r e  tw o- te rm  governor .  R o n a ld  R e ag a n ,  r e p r e 
s e n t s  a ma,jor sh if t  to th e  r igh t  in A m e r i c a n  poli t ics.

T h e  f ig u res  a r e  im press ive .  R e a g a n  r e c e iv e d  43.2 mi l l io n  
votes,  a b o u t  51 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  to ta l  p o p u l a r  vote.  C a r t e r  r e 
ce iv e d  34 9 m i l l io n  votes,  a n d  was u n a b l e  to d e f e a t  R e a g a n  in 
th e  Sou th  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  D e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e s  in t h e  i n d u s t r i 
al  N o r th e a s t .  T h e  so -ca ll ed  " A n d e r s o n  f ac to r  w as  no t  a f^actor 
,n t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  race.  A lth o u g h  A n d e r s o n  r e c e iv e d  a lm os t  
5.6 m i l l ion  vo te s  a n d  so do ing ,  q u a l i f i e d  for  f e d e r a l  m a tc h in g  
funds,  h is  c a m p a ig n  only  sto le  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s  from C a r t e r  s

e l e c to r a l  total .
H o w e v e r  g loomy t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p r o s p e c t s  for  a m o r e  p ro g 

r e ss ive  A m e r i c a  may seem,  we must  be  c a r e f u l  not  to o v e r e s t i 
m a te  t h e  i n f lu e n c e  of  th i s  so -ca ll ed  N ew  Right.  Only 28 p e r 
c e n t  of  th e  e l ig ib l e  v o te r s  in th i s  c o u n t ry  e n d o r s e d  th e  s im 
p l i s t i c  so p h m o r i c  so lu t io n  of R e aga n .  T h e  ov e rw h e lm in g ly  
m a jo r i ty  of  R e p u b l i c a n s  e l e c t e d  to th e  S e n a t e  won by e x 

t r e m e l y  n a r r o w  marg ins .
In s t a t e  a f t e r  s ta te .  R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e s  w e r e  a b l e  to 

s q u e a k  in to  of fice u p o n  th e  p u b l i c  m a n d a t e  o f  c o n s e r v a t i sm  
an d  p o l i t i c a l  rea c t ion .  In A la b a m a ,  R e p u b l i c a n  S e n a to r - e l e c  
J e r e m i a h  D e n to n  won by only 51 p e r c e n t ;  Mack Matt ingly,  
Georg ia ,  50 p e r c e n t ;  S tev e n  D. Symms. Idaho .  50 p e r c e n t ;  Wai - 
r e n  R u d m a n .  N ew  H a m p s h i r e .  52 p e r c e n t ;  A1 D Amato .  New 
Y ork  45 p e r c e n t ;  J o h n  P. East .  N o r th  C a ro l in a .  50 p e r c e n t ;  Ro 
b e r t  P ackw ood .  Oregon  52 p e r c e n t ;  A r i e n  S p e c t e r ,  P e n n s y lv a 
nia, 51 p e rc en t .  I n c u m b e n c y  has  c e a s e d  la rge ly  to be  a majo i  
fac to r  in S e n a t o r i a l  an d  C o n g r e s s io n a l  e l ec t ions .  If t h e s e  R e 
p u b l i c a n s  do  not  d e l i v e r  on  t h e i r  p r o m i s e s  to an  im p a t i e n t  
"M ora l  M a j o r i t y , " they  w o u ld  be  v u l n e r a b l e  to p ro g re s s iv e
c h a l l e n g e  six y e a r s  h ence .  ,

What was  mos t  p r e d i c t a b l e ,  a n d  l a m e n t a b l e ,  a b o u t  R e a 
gan ' s  vic tory  was  th e  r e s p o n s e  of  th e  "Old  G u a r d  b la ck  l e a d 
e r sh ip .  F o r  m o n t h s  they  e x h o l e d  b la c k  vo te r s  to t u r n  ou on 
e l e c t io n  day  to s u p p o r t  J im m y  Car te r .  T h e y  d e c l a i e d  th a t  
R e a g a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w o u ld  tu r n  b a c k  th e  clock  to a age of 
J im  Crow a n d  ec o n o m ic  equa li ty .  P r iv a te ly ,  t h e i r  r ea l  c o n 
c e r n  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  lose  p lu sh  p lu m s  an d  f e d e ra l  g ra n t s  
f rom th e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  d r o u g h  in W ash in g ton ,  D. C. o n c e  R e a 
gan ' s  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  took  over.

T h e  w in d s  of  c h a n g e  th a t  p r o d u c e d  a R e p u b l i c a n  m a jo r i ty  
in th e  S e n a t e  have  a l so  r e a p e d  a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of b la c k  r h e 
toric.  B lac k  o p p o r t u n i t i s t s  w ho  j u m p e d  a b o a r d  t h e  R e a g a n

b a n d w a g o n  w e r e  th e  f i r s t  to crow. "I  a m  m os t  p l e a s e d  an d  c o n 
v in c ed  th a t  R e a g a n  is no t  a w a r m o n g e r ' '  c l u c k e d  R a l p h  David 
A b e r n a t h y ,  "a n d ,  u n l i k e  C a r t e r  wil l  do  ev e r y th in g  p o s s i b l e  to 
k e e p  his  p r o m is e s  to t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p le ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in th e  
a r e a  of  p u t t i n g  A m e r i c a n s  b a c k  to work.  "

J o s e p h  E. Lowry,  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C h r i s t i a n  L e a d 
e r s h i p  C on f e r e n c e ,  h a d  e n d o r s e d  C a r t e r  a n d  w a r n e d  c o n s t i t 
u e n t s  t h a t  a R e a g a n  P r e s i d e n c y  w o u ld  rev ive  r a c i s m  a n d  
b r in g  d i sa s te r .  Now, Lowry  s ta te s  t h a t  "w e  have  o f fe re d  c o o p 
e r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t "  to R e ag a n ,  b e c a u s e  he  has  given  a to k e n  
p r o m is e  to p r o t e c t  t h e  r igh ts  o f  p o o r  peop le .

U r b a n  L e a g u e  P r e s i d e n t  V e r n o n  J o r d a n  now is te l l i n g  us 
t h a t  it 's too  soon to c o n c l u d e  th a t  R e a g a n  wil l  igno re  b l a c k  
c o n c e r n s  su c h  as a f f i rm a t ive  a c t ion  a n d  an  e x p a n s i o n  of  p u b 
l ic c e n t e r  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .  It is " d a n g e r o u s ,  in 
J o r d a n ' s  view, to t h i n k  th a t  t h e  R e a g a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  wil l  be 
h o s t i l e  to b lacks,  J o r d a n  a p p l a u d s  R e a g a n ' s  i d e a  o f  d e v e l o p 
ing " f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  zone s  " in th e  g h e t to e s  by g r a n t i n g  huge  
tax  w r i teo f f s  to m a j o r  c o r p o r a t i o n s  for  e m p lo y in g  b l a c k  u r b a n  
w orke rs .  O nce  R e a g a n  was o u r  b i t t e r  n em is is ;  now, as  P re si -  
d en t -e le c t ,  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  th e  n e e d  for f ind ing  so lu t io n s  to 
t h e  p r e s s i n g  p r o b l e m s  of th e  o p p r e s s e d .  J o r d a n  e m b r a c e s  a 
" s o l u t io n "  t h a t  in S o u th e r n  Afr ica  has  le d  to t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  B a n tu s t an s .

Y e a r s  from today ,  v o lu m e s  o f  c r i t i c a l  s t u d i e s  wil l  d o c u m e n t  
th e  i n c r e d i b l e  la ck  o f  po l i t i c a l  cons is tency ,  th e  b u m b l in g  
j u d g m e n t  a n d  sha l lo w  in s igh ts  of  o u r  c u r r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  of 
b la ck  " l e a d e r s .  " Let  h i s to ry  pas s  th i s  ju d g m e n t ;  a t  a t im e  
w h e n  n e i t h e r  C a r t e r  n o r  R e a g a n  m e r i t e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  of  th e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  b l a c k  p e o p le ,  o u r  "o ff icial  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ’ 
s t u m b le d  has t i ly  o v e r  t h e m s e lv e s  to ge t  b e h i n d  ' t h e  evi ls  of  
two le s se r s . "  New faces in t h e  S e n a t e  wil l  e m e r g e  nex t  yea r ;  a 
r e a c t i o n a r y  a c to r  w i th o u t  a s h r e d  of  c o m p a ss io n  for th e  
in t e r e s t s  o f  b lacks ,  H i s p a n ic s  an d  th e  w ork ing  c lass  wil l  oc 
cupy  a n ew  stage  in t h e  Oval Office; b u t  n o th in g  f u n d a m e n t a l 
ly has  changed .

Black  A m e r i c a  is s t i ll  o p p r e s s e d ,  a n d  o u r  mot to  m us t  s t i ll  
be  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  — by any  m e a n s  n e c e s 

sary.

Dr. Manning Marable is a leader of the newly formed Black Pol
itical Party and a Senior Research A ssociate of political eco 
nomy at the Africana Studies Center of Cornell University.  
From the Grassroots

L etter  to  

T h e E d itor
Dear Editor:

In the December I, 1980 
issue of the Voice. The article 
"FSU Students Boycott Classes 
to Protest Homecoming,” Mr, 
Irving Veazie made a statement 
stating that 1, Jonathan Fant 
(not Johnathan) failed to 
complete the proper chain of 
communication necessary to 
make the complaint known,

I, head of the Student 
Homecoming Committee, pre
sented to the committee that 
there were problems about the 
theme. This was noted two days 
after the University Home
coming Committee had voted to 
theme in. Dr, Ja mes Carson 
asked me if we could add 
something to it or to make it 
more clear. The Student 
Committee voted not to add any 
more nor lake away. The 
following Monday, Dr. Carson 
approached me and stated that 
the second suggested theme 
"A Prideful Past; A Progres
sive Futu re" was sent to the 
print shop and for me to 
encourage my committee mem
bers to accept it. He explained 
that we took too long to make a 
change and it was costing the 
school $15 a hour to hold the 
information needed to be 
primed for Homecoming.

My committee began to 
protest this issue by bringing it 
first to the SGA Executive 
Committee.  They informed us 
that it was out of our hands (the 
student  committee) and that 
they will begin new steps. This 
is when the subject of boycott 
came about,

1 was approached by several 
administration personnel asking 
me why I didn' t go back to Dr, 
Carson with the complaint. My 
committee and I'felt that it was 
too late and that we were 
running into more problems 
daily concerning homecoming. 
We then informed the Student 
Body letting them know what 
was happening.  We weren't  
referred back to the Home
coming Theme Committee 
about the displeasure, but 
when 1 asked Dr. John Wolfe 
about the committee, he didn' t 
know he was chairman. He 
agreed with the theme we 
picked and when the static 
started he came back to me also 
about adding more to the 
theme.

If any failure occurred, it 
occurred in the Administration, 
not on me nor within the 
Student Homecoming Com
mittee.

Thank You. 
Jonathan Fant 

Chairman.  Student 
Homecoming Committee
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