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The
Mighty

Gents
By Cheryl M . Brown

The  d ra m a  guild presented “The 
M ighty  G en ts” u n d e r  the  d irection of  
Mr.  Ell iott  Moffi tt ,  N ovem be r  9-14, in 
the Butler  Little Theatre .

M offi t t  chose to  direct this play 
because it con ta ins  a  message an d  he felt 
it was ap p ro p r ia te  for  the s tudents.  The 

play does  not com e ou t  and  tell w hat  the 
message is. It su r ro u n d s  conversat ion  
concern ing  goals an d  self-evaluation.

Moffi tt  notes it is im por ta n t  to 
in t roduce the  s tudents  to  intellectual 
subject m atte rs  to  discuss an d  debate .

The  values represented by “The 

M ighty  G e n ts” are to  be taken  in 
opposit ion .  They are four  men over 
th ir ty, no  jobs ,  no educa t ion  and 
consequently  no  future ,  w ho  knows 

what it is they have to  do ,  bu t  ju s t  can ' t 
seem to  do it. This  theme is repeated 
several times. They have been toge ther  

since tepn years representing one of  the 
m any  street  gangs in New ark ,  New 

Jersey.  They call into  question; how 
m uch  is enough  and  are you r  friends 
more valuable than  yourself? C a n  five 

minds com binde  and  select w hat is best 
for each?

Facuity Focus
By Theresa Randall

W ha t  d o  Pe te r  and  Patr ic ia  Valenti  have in com m on? They bo th  hold a Ph. D  from 
the Universi ty of  N o r th  C aro l ina  at Chapel  Hill; they b o th  teach English at 

Fayet teville S ta te  Universi ty and  they are  married.
H ow  do you feel about being the only married couple teaching in the same 

department? H ow  has this benefited you?
Pat -1 d idn ' t  realize we were the only married couple in the same d ep a r tm e n t  at the 

universi ty.  I th ink  it is helpful even though  we w ork in very different  areas. Peter  is 
more  into film and  media; that 's  were his publicat ions are and  I 'm more interested in 
teaching per se, deve loping curr icu lum and  dealing with questions of pedagogy more 

than  any  research.
Peter - 1 feel tha t  I 've benefited f rom  Patric ia . I 've asked her  ques tions m any times 

when 1 was teaching Am er ican  L itera ture ab o u t  what she has used and  a bou t  
w hether  she th inks  som eth ing  will work.  N ow tha t  she's teaching it she ta lks  to  me 
ab o u t  different a u th o rs  and  I suggest fo r  example ,  Crevecoeur,  ideas she might want 

to  use in class.
How do you think the English curriculum can be improved?

Pat - 1 th ink,  part icularly  in the freshmen writing courses,  there  can  be an  effort  to 

m ake  these courses m ore  servicable to the universi ty as a whole. There  has been 
discussion as to w hat  the english d epa r tm en t  can do. I will be very interested in doing 
w hatever I can  to  m ake the wri ting courses more  precisely geared to  the s tudents  
needs; no t  jus t  their  personal wri ting needs tha t  they'll need to  get a jo b ,  bu t  w hat  
they'll need to  know  to  work adequate ly  in o the r  courses offered by the university.

Peter - T ha t 's  true,  the English curr icu lum is p robab ly  m ost  crit ical at the 
f reshm an level where people get their basic tra in ing  in wri ting.  I th ink tha t  the whole 
universi ty needs to  be aware of  the im portance  of these courses.  One difficulty that  
might be taken  in to  cons iderat ion  is the size of classes in the f reshmen sequence.  
Classes sometimes get so large tha t  the  s tudents  d on ' t  get all the  indivudual  a t ten t ion  
they might need. In the upper  level courses we have had  enro l lm ents  tha t  have been, 
in general,  main ly  com posed  of english majors.  U niversities should  m ake  its s tudents  
aw are  tha t  the reading of l i terature  and  the close critical a t ten t ion  you pay to 
li terature is a skill tha t  will s tand you in very good sta te  no m atte r  w hat  your  career 
is. 1 th ink as a whole  the universi ty ough t  to  be aw are  of the need of  humanit ies ,  
par t icularly  the s tudy of l i terature  and  of writing. In te rms of  im proving  the 
cu r r icu lum  we can  move tow ard  m ak ing  l i terature  courses more  accessible to all 
students .  Hopefully ,  this new course ,  the in t roduc t ion  of li te rature will do  that;  it will 

offer a wide varie ty  o f  li te rature and  give s tudents  the chance to  w ork  with ideas they 

p robab ly  h av e n ’t considered  before.
Pat-1 w ant to  second  w ha t  Pete r  said ab o u t  English courses being m ore  accessible 

for m ore  people.  I hope  people can relize tha t  reading li te rature and unders tand ing  

th o u g h t  is not  som eth ing  th a t  you  have to  m ajo r  in in o rder  to  f ind enriching.  I am  
propos ing  an  In terdiscip linary  H o n o rs  S en io r  S em inar  tha t  has been approved  by 

the cu rr icu lum  studies com m it tee  and  is being b rough t  to Academic Affairs and  the 

Universi ty Senate.  This  is one of  the ways in which 1 th ink  reading of challenging 
p r im ary  source mater ia l  can  be b rough t  and  benefited by all s tudents  f rom  all areas. 
S tuden ts  in their  senior year,  with a G P A  of  3.0 and  above  w ho would  be interested 

in read ing  basic m ater ia l  f rom  different areas can take this course.
What would you like to see happen in the future as far as education is concerned?

Peter - I 'm  interested in seeing the  com m unica t ion  area developed and  using our  

co m m u n ic a t io n  center  as effectively as we can. N ow  tha t  we've got the radio s ta tion 
in the process  o f  upg rad ing  its pow er  to  100,000 watts ,  I th ink this will make 
available all k inds of  oppor tun i t ies  tha t  weren ' t  here before.  We need to  develop a 
cu rr icu lum  which will t ra in  people in these various areas  o f  co m m unica t ion  and  we 
need to  teach ourselves a b o u t  how these different new technologies in 

c o m m u n ic a t io n  can effect the com m unity .  This is the kind of research tha t  I 'm 
in terested in. 1 have been do ing  some historical th ings in te rm s of  the ways the public 

is affected by medip. T here  are  m any  im m edia te  th ings anyone  who's  interested in 
television o r  b roadcas t ing  o r  any  area  of  com m u n ic a t io n  can do right here in 

Fayettevil le. T h e  po ten t ia l  is unlimited and  ju s t  up  to  us where it goes f rom  here. We 

have to  be fully aw are  tha t  the fu ture  of  the society as well as the fu ture  of  the 

universi ty  is going to  be geared to  these new com niun ica t ion  systems.

There  were m any messages delivered 

in  th i s  t r a g i c  p lay .  T h e  m o s t  
ou ts tand ing  message was probably  the 
need for  educat ion.  Bryan M. Evans 
(Frankie) ,  Cedric S tephenson  (Zeke),

C h a r l e s  E. M o o n e y  ( E l d r i d g e ) ,  
Emanuel Vaughn,  Jr .  (Lucky),  Manuel 
B la c k m o n  (T iny) ,  C in d y  M edley  
(Pre t ty  M am a) ,  A ndrea  Gatl in  (Rita),  
M arion  Crowe (Frankie 's  father)  and 
Gregory M oore  (Braxton) ,  displayed

good acting abilities to  ob ta in  the 
p e rso n a l i t i e s  o f  these  c h a rac te r s .

Because the characters  were so real to 
life th e  a u d i e n c e  w as  a b l e  to  

com prehend  the message the play was 

trying to  present.

Richard  Wesley, the a u th o r  of the 
play, has ventured  into a non-realis tic  
style o f  theatre. The charac ters  and 

language are of  a sterotype.  This  is focus 
on Black playwright ,  because they 
d e p e n d  on  B la c k  a c t o r s .  A f t e r  

es tablishing a p ro g ra m  to  prepare  the 
Black ac tors  to do  any  type of theatre ,  
plays can be selected f rom  an extensive 
variety. Mr. Moffi tt  selects plays that 
cater  to  the taste o f  the expectant  
audience.  Exci tement,  en ter ta inm ent  
and  intellect are w hat he looks for.

This  year  the d r a m a  guild will be 
at tend ing  the N ational  Association of 

D ram at ic  Speech and  Art  Convention .  
The ta lents of  the m any  promising 
actors will be tested a t  this annua l  event.

Student Profile: Bryan Evans

hU-

s.

By Cheryl D . M cCalop
T he  perplexity of the econom y may serve as a deterren t  to  some people 's  desire to 

enter  en t repreneursh ip ;  however,  one s tudent  at FSU decided to overlook the 

obstacles and  explore  self-employment.
Bryan Evans,  a ju n io r  m ajor ing  in Speech, has opened “ Evans '  K orne r ,” a 

g ro ce ry /p a ck a g e  store on O ctobe r  1st, located on M urch ison  R o a d  across  f rom 
F SU 's  athlet ic  field. His decision to  open  the store,  Bryan explains ,  was p rom pte d  by 
financial reasons. “T he  s tore is a family business,  and  since it was not being used, my 
father,  Mr. Ja m es  Evans,  suggested tha t  1 reopen it to supplem ent  my incom e.” He 
says he really enjoys being self-employed, and  doesn 't  have the hassle of  trying to 
w ork  school hours  a ro u n d  jo b  hours.  While he is a t tending  classes, his wife, Phyllis 

opera tes  the store.
FSU  students  are a m o n g  the pa t rons  of “ Evans '  K o rn e r ,” and  Bryan believes that  

him being a s tudent may have some inOuence on the s tudents '  patronism.
W hen asked ab o u t  future plans for  the store, he states, tha t  “depending  on its 

success, he would  like to remodel and expand  the lounge area and  grocery line to 

bet ter  accom oda te  cus tomers '  needs.
In add i t ion  to  classes, Bryan is involved in extra-curricula activities. He is a 

mem ber  of G roove  Phi G roove  Fellowship, an  announcer  at F SU 's  ra. iio sta tion- 

W F S S ,  and  played F rankie ,  in FSU 's  p roduct ion  of “The  Mighty G en ts ,” jus t  to 

name a few.
In the com m unity ,  Bryan has served as an  election precinct judge  in District  13, for 

5 years and  is a m em ber  of Mt.  Sinai Baptist Church.  He g radua ted  f rom Terry 
Sanfo rd  High School in 1974, and  immediate ly  entered the work force. After 5 years, 
he decided to  a t tend  college to  pursue his am bit ion  to  w ork in Television 
Broadcasting.  M ax  R o b inson  is his favorite newscaster  because, as Bryan stated,  “ I 

like his style.”
Bryan Evans is truly  am bit ious  and  hard  working,  a n d  places a very high s tandard  

on  educat ion.  “ R unn ing  a business and  a t tend ing  school full time is hard  work,  and  

it takes  alot o f  time and  pat ience.  If it came dow n to choosing between the store and  

school,  Bryan states, “ I would  have to  choose school. W ork ing  before a t tending  
college has taugh t  me the value of educat ion.  And with the help of educat ion ,  I can 

fulfill my goal in life.” Ju s t  ask Frankie!

Beauty And The Beach
Officials in Topea ,  I ta ly are obviously concerned ab o u t  sight pollu tion  on  the 

city's beaches. In o rder  to  make Ita l ian sun-bath ing  m ore  eye-pleasing, the City 

Council  recently passed a law restricting full exposure  on  T opea 's  nude beaches to 

those “young  w om en capable  of exalt ing the beauty  of  the female  b o d y .”

The  old, ugly w om en of  T o p ea  didn ' t  take  the new ordiance sit ting down, 

however,  and  the tow n  officials soon found themselves in ho t  water.  T he  less 
at tractive m embers  of  the city's female popu la t ion  banded  together  to  pro tes t  the 

discrimina tion ,  and  succeeded in convincing the local lawm akers  th a t  the public 

nude  beaches should  to  open to  the good, the bad,  and the ugly.


