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S p o r t s

CHEER PHI: MUCH EESPECT DUE
b y  Lesli S am p le

During the f irs t tw o  and o n e -h a l f  

w e e k s  o f the sennester, I spen t an 

ex tens ive  onnount of tinne w ith  som e 

o f the nnost intelligent, gif ted, and in 

dus tr ious  fe m a les  Fayetteville State 

U n ive rs ity  has to o ffe r. W hether it 

w a s  f rom  the w e e k  they spen t on 

cam pus  w o rk in g  hard be fo re  all the 

o ther s tuden ts  m oved  in, or the a s 

s o c ia t io n  f ro m  ye a rs  pas t,  these  

young  lad ies  p roduced  an aura of 

c a m a ra d e r ie  and  s is te rhood  that I 

soon no t only fe lt com fo r tab le  with, 

but a lso a part of.

Often during their long practice ses 

s ions or on tr ips back and  forth  to 

the ca fe te r ia , I w ou ld  hear one or 

m o re  o f the gir ls rec ite  w h a t  can 

only  be te rm e d  os the g roup 's  in 

fo rm a l m o tto .  Some days  I, too, 

w ou ld  join in the chanting of "If you 

w a n t  some, com e and  get some; if 

you 're  bad enough cam e and take 

some." It w a s n ' t  until I really got to 

k n o w  these young ladies that I r e 

a lized  they w e re  speak ing  o f hard 

w o rk ,  unco m m on  s trength  o f wil l, 

and  num erous  obstacles.

T o g e th e r ,  th e s e  yo u n g  w o m e n  

hove an average  g rade  point aver

age  o f 2.79; a fe w  o f them are even 

C h a n c e l lo r 's  S cho la rs . They a re  

s tudy ing  in a w id e  variety of fields, 

inc lud ing  C o m pu te r  Science, Biol- 

o g y /P r e - m e d ,  M a th  Engineering, 

and  Physics. One o f these young la 

d ies  is even a sing le mother. Two 

th ings all of these w om en  have in 

c o m m o n  a re  the ir  d ed ica t ion  and 

endurance.

You m ay  be ask ing  yourself, "Why 

haven 't  I m e t any o f these ou ts tan d 

ing lad ies?" There is no need to ask, 

because  a lm os t everyone know s at 

le a s t  o n e  o f  th em . They o re  the  

F a y e t te v i l le  S ta te  C h e e r le a d e rs ,  

k n o w n  m o re  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  as 

"Cheer Phi."

Even if you d on 't  personally  kn ow  

one  o f these  young ladies, you 've  

p ro b a b ly  se en  th e m  e n te r in g  or 

leav ing  the  caf; hot, s w e a ty ,  and 

t ired  from  the long, hard e ight to ten 

hours a w e e k  they spend  practic ing 

to ge th e r  and  individually. Speaking 

o f the caf, I w a s  shocked w hen  one 

m e m b e r  o f  Cheer Phi w a s  asked  to 

leave or pay for her meal because 

she  l ived  o f f  c a m p u s .  Yes, I am  

a w a re  tn a t  the re  is a po l icy  that 

s ta te s  th a t  o f f - c a m p u s  s tu d e n ts  

m ust pay to ea t in the din ing hall, 

but on this part icu lar occasion, the 

ca fe te r ia  s ta f f  w a s  either being n e g 

l ig e n t  or just p la in  d isc r im ina to ry .  

Before w e  en te red  the caf that day,

tw o  e x - fo o t b a l l  p la y e rs  (both  o f 

w h o m  now  live o ff campus! entered  

w ithout paying. The gentlem en w ere  

w ith  so m e  o the r  p re sen t  fo o tba l l  

p layers, so no one questioned them. 

Sure, it w a s  the beginning of a new  

year w ith  new  and unfamiliar faces, 

but the m em bers of Cheer Phi should 

have all been familiar to the staff. 

The entire  squad hod been in and 

out for over a w ee k  w ith  no prior 

trouble. Capta in  Yolanda Johnson, 

s ta ted  that, if she had to, she'd "get 

up and w a lk  across tables", b e l lo w 

ing in p ro te s t  a g a in s t  the u n fa ir  

trea tm en t (my kind of sistoh).

Be it sex is t or not, this type o f d is 

cr im ination is o ften w ha t the m e m 

bers o f Cheer Phi go through daily; 

and they receive it from  the faculty 

and staff. An exam p le  is that Cheer 

Phi may not be gett ing much needed 

e x t ra  u n i fo rm s  and  shoes , even 

though they w ere  promised them. I 

guess no one wil l see Cheer Phi's 

need until these ladies are sitt ing out 

gam es because uniforms need to be 

ta i lored or are just beyond repair. I 

w o n d e r  how  m any other FSU a th 

letes have this problem. Another e x 

am p le  is 0 judge Ian FSU s ta ff  m e m 

ber! w ho  w as  overheard saying that 

h e /s h e  w ou ld  only favor the more 

a ttractive  ladies w ho  recently tried 

out, w he ther they could cheer or not. 

The m em bers  of Cheer Phi also face 

d iscr im ination from  students; male 

and female. Is it because they ore 

w o m e n  that male s tudents  and a th 

letes, don 't  take w ha t they do se ri 

ously, see cheering as a sport, b e 

lieve these ladies w or^  hard, or give 

them  the recognit ion they deserve? 

Or is the discrim ination present b e 

cause cheerleaders hove for a long 

time been seen as promiscuous and 

entic ing d istractions, w ho  w ere  in 

c a p a b le  o f ,  f o r m in g  c o m p le te  

thoughts?

If the a nsw er to e ither or both  of 

these questions is yes, then m any 

peop le  (alumni, fans, and  m em bers  

o f the univers ity  fam ily ! a re  be ing 

ve ry  h ypo c r i t ica l .  They a re  b e ing  

hypocrit ical each t ime they cheer on 

or give "p rops" to o ther o rg a n iz a 

tions, wh ile  thum bing  their noses at 

the cheerleaders.

In the pas t, m e m b e rs  o f  ce rta in  

o ther o rg an iza t ion s  a t Fayettev il le  

State have been charged w ith  phys i

cal h a rassm en t o f o the r s tuden ts ,  

brought be fo re  the jud ic iary board  

for the possession and use o f a lco 

holic beverages, and rece ived g rade 

p o in t  a v e ra g e s  o f less  th a n  1.0. 

What's w o rse  is that today, som e of 

th e s e  s a m e  

s t u d e n t s  r e 

m ain  ac t ive  in 

their o rg an iza 

t io n s .  FHow- 

ever, M rs . Iris 

Hunt-Smith, Di

rector o f Resi

d e n c e  L ife , 

s ta te d  tha t no 

c h e e r l e a d e r  

has ever been 

b rought be fo re  

the board  du r 

ing  h e r  t im e  

h e re  a t  FSU. 

The m e m b e rs  

o f  C h e e r  Phi 

also hove to m ain ta in  at least a 2.0 

g rade point average, and m os t of 

these young lad ies ' GPAs e x c e e d  

the requirement. Cheer Phi also con 

sists of an SGA senator, a c o m m u 

nity assistant at N ew  Residence Hall, 

and a m em be r  of the M a th  tutorial 

p rogram. So not only ore these la 

dies doing a lot of that "Bronco Lean

ing", but they are a lso do ing  "a lot 

of pushing the pencils" as one m e m 

ber so eagerly  sta ted.

I m en tioned  be fo re  that Cheer Phi 

received a g rea t deal o f  d isc r im ina 

tion from students. While spend ing  

time w ith  the cheerleaders, I noticed 

that m any fem a les  on cam pus have 

deep  resen tm en t to w a rd  Cheer Phi. 

I could only th ink o f  tw o  rea son s  

why. The first w ou ld  have to be the 

re lationship that the lad ies o f Cheer 

Phi share w ith  the foo tba ll  p layers, 

and in turn the am oun t o f a tten t ion  

the players and other m ales give the 

cheerleaders. I have only this to soy 

to the young ladies w ho  resent the 

cheerleaders land I s incerely believe 

I speak for Cheer Phi os well): G row  

up and s top being so insecure. Any 

sensible adult know s you can 't  e x 

pect any a th le tic  te am  not to have 

s trong ties to its b igges t supporters. 

One, also, cannot e xpe c t  peop le  to 

be in the lime light and  not ge t a t 

tention.

The second reason for such deep  

resen tm en t w ou ld  have to be jea l

ousy. Why else w ou ld  such a w o n 

derful g roup o f w o m e n  be labeled 

os p rom iscuous (or m ore  comm only, 

as "hos"! w hen  the m ajor i ty  o f them 

are devo ted  to e ither one very s p e 

cial man or one very close family? 

Why e lse w ou ld  p eop le  sco ff  at a 

w orkou t equ iva len t to ten hours of 

h igh p o w e r  a e ro b ic  e x e rc is e  and  

gymnastics  as if it w e re  only a p ro 

verbial "wa lk  in the park"?  Last, and 

in no w a y  leas t,  w h y  e lse  w o u ld  

people  w ho  engage  in little or no e x 

tracurricular activ it ies, but hove less 

than 3.0 or 4.0 g ra de  po in t a v e r 

ages , w a s te  v a lu a b le  t im e  b a d -  

m outh ing  such an ac t ive  g roup  of 

young w o m e n ?  These are w o m e n  

w ho  not only vo lunteer free t ime to 

cheer, but a lso tutor, counsel, re p 

rese n t  the ir  re sp e c t ive  d o rm s  at 

u n iv e r s i t y  f u n c t io n s ,  m o k e  th e  

Chancellor's list, m ainta in  above a v 

erage g rade point averages, and still 

f ind t ime to pile in cars for late night 

raids on Wendy's or crashing a good 

party.

I have to adm it, m y respect for the 

Faye ttev i l le  S ta te  c h e e r le a d e rs  is 

"b rand  new ". These  lad ies  do so 

much, and they do it w ith  heart. It is 

a sham e that Cheer Phi vo lunteers 

t im e that so m any s tudents  con ill 

a f fo rd  to give up at one of the only 

u n iv e r s i t ie s  th a t  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  

s c h o la rs h ip s  fo r  d o in g  so, ye t it 

c le a r ly  r e p re s e n ts  h o w  d e v o te d  

these  young  w o m e n  a re  to w h a t  

they do.
I w ou ld  also like to co m m end  Bobby 

Hostler and  Jarrell Joyner, the tw o  

m a le  c h e e r le a d e rs .  N o t o n ly  do 

these  young  m en cheer, but they 

a lso run cross country while  m a in 

ta ining above  overage  g rade  point 

averages.

So, if you w o n t  som e (the s is te r 

hood, cam arade rie , and  c loseness 

th a t  is C he e r  Phi! c o m e  and  g e t  

s o m e  by g e t t in g  to  k n o w  th e s e  

young w o m e n  better. If you 're  bod 

enough, that is, if you have the ta l 

en t,  e n d u ra n c e ,  a n d  m e n ta l i t y  it 

takes to be Cheer Phi, then come 

and take som e by tak ing  the in it ia 

tive and show ing  the courage to try 

out fo r 0 posit ion  as an FSU cheer

leader.

Cliecr  Phi practices the ir  moves.


