
upset students and a frustrated chancellor McLeod try 
to resolve an issue that never should have happened.
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MCLEOD 
ATTEMPTS TO 
DISSPELL 
VACUUM OF 
IGNORANCE
by Roger A. Harris

On Feburary 26, 1997, at 
F S U ’s Shaw Auditorium, dur
ing a SG A  meeting convened 
at 3:00 p.m.. Chancellor Willis 
B. M cLeod championed stu
den ts  q u es tio n s  co n cern in g  
last thursday’s aggressive in
te rv en tio n  by C am p u s  and 
F ay e tte v i l le  P o lice  d e p a r t 
ments o f a victory celebration 
that ended in a dormitory be
ing overran by police officers 
and the arrests of four students 
for failure to dispurse. Still un
answered is whether students 
civil and constitutional rights 
w e re  a b r id g e d  d u r in g  the  
fracus.

McLeod began his open
ing remarks by com m enting 
on the  v a r io u s  c la im s  that 
where made in the internal in

vestigations conducted by both 
FSU and Fayetteville city Po
lice departm ents. He stated 
that he hoped to dispell the 
vacuum of ignorance that sur
rounded the events that took 
place last Thursday. In closing, 
he n o ted  tha t a l th o u g h  he 
d id n ’t agree with everything 
that was stated in the reports, 
that they both were consistant. 
During the meeting SGA Vice 
P res id en t D aphni B etts  iri- 
structed that copies of the re
ports be distributed to the ap
proxim ately 100 students in 
attendance.

S G A  P re s id en t  Je rem y  
H o l l in g s w o r th  fo l lo w e d  
M cL eod’s statements with a 
direct, frank, and impassioned 
rebuttal. He intoned that what 
M c L e o d  had  ju s t  s ta ted  
amounted to blaming the stu
dents for what had happened. 
“The students may not have 
been angels in this matter, but 
neither were the police. D on’t 
blam e the students for what 
happened.” He stated that stu
dents civil and cosntitutional 
rights were abridged and that 
it w ouldn’t be condoned or tol

erated. There was a need for 
direct answers to student con
cerns now. He closed by of
fering that if the student cel
eb ra t io n  had h ap p e n ed  on 
N.C. State, that we w ouldn’t 
be having this meeting on this 
topic right now.

W h en  the  f lo o r  w as  
opened to questions, students 
b eg a n  p o in t in g  o u t the  
inconsistancies within both 
reports. McLeod passionately 
and sincerely answered most 
of the inquiries. During this 
period it was expressly stated 
that FSU campus police are to 
be held responsible for any 
mistakes that may have been 
made by either police force on 
the scene o f the evening in 
question.

When FSU Investigator 
Captain M oore waivered in 
trying to specifically answer if 
his officers may have made a 
m istake, M cL eod  took  the 
floor and stated “No, I am not 
satisfied with the way things 
were handled by our campus 
police and have spoken with 
[FSU police] C hief Bell on 
immediate actions that need to

be taken to prevent 
a fu tu re
occurance.”

M cL e o d  e n 
jo y s  an ex trem e  
lev e l  o f  lo y a l ty  
and support from 
FSU students. Se
nior computer Sci
ence major Linda 
Barden stated that 
“students need to 
be mature and re
sponsib le  in their ac t io n s .” 
While Senior psychology m a
jor John Sylvester stated that 
“students are angry about what 
happened, not at M cLeod.” 

Yet Slyvester Hunter, who 
alleges that mace was sprayed 
under his locked door as he 
tried to protect him self form 
being accosted by police stated 
that “the issue here today isn ’t 
whether students were at a dif
ferent party before we got to 
ou r d o rm . We w ere  at ou r 
h o m e . We w e re  d o in g  no 
wrong, and had our civil rights 
abridged. This meeting has to
tally  ignored  this issuer.” It 
would appear that the victims 
are being accused of the crime.

A nd a lthough M c le o d ’s 
patience and sicereity eased 
most students concerns, it still 
left three very important issues 
unresolved: (1) since no report 
by any officer stated that ille
gal substances were detected 
(which was the original reason 
for their being sum m oned), 
what provoked their reqest to 
have the students disperse, (2) 
if asked to disperse, why was 
there a need for police to chase 
and enter the dormitory that 
the students fled into and (3), 
by admitting that FSU police 
d id n ’t h an d le  the  s i tua tion  
properly, does this open the 
door for future civil law suits?

Reactions to the 
Events of

February 20.1997 
at Bryant Hall
By: Lance M. Snead 

111 Bryant Hall 
March 3, 1997

To W hom  It May Concern:

I must address and question 
many of the actions of all po
lice personnel at FSU during 
the altercation that took place 
at B ryant Hall a few  nights 
ago. First, I will admit that I 
was not actually present dur
ing most o f the events. H ow 
ever, I have read one o f the 
official police reports, and I 
think my questions have seri
ous merit.
1. F S U  P o l ic e  c a l le d  th e  
Fayetteville Police requesting 
help. The FSU Police claimed 
that there w ere approximately 
lOO'peOfrte present. M y room 
is next to the parking lot. There 
have b een  n ig h ts  that I ’ve 
heard one person shouting. Yet 
on the night when supposedly 
100 people were in the park
ing lot being rowdy, playing 
loud music, and engaging in 
“illegal activity,” I heard noth
ing. I f  100 people were truly 
there, I w ould  at least have 
heard them breathing.
2. The report stated that when 
city police arrived, there were

60-150 people in the crowd of 
“ illegal activity.” This is an 
incredibly broad estimate. 10- 
20 ,120-140 , 5-7 are plausible 
sight-only estimates. 60-150? 
T h is  ra ises  the ques tion  o f 
w he ther these officers have 
actually seen a true gathering 
of 100 persons. It would ap
pear the officers are throwing 
out large numbers to back up 
their needed presence. By the 
way, I nor my roommates have 
not heard a thing outside yet.
3. The report stated that the 
officers were able to get stu
dents to return to the insides 
o f  the dorm itory for a brief 
p e r io d .  M is s io n s  a c c o m 
plished? Yet police  officers 
trekked through the halls of the 
dorm armed with mace. The 
report gave no explanation of 
why this was necessary, espe
cially since the primary objec
tive was to disperse the crowd.
4. The report stated that liquid 
that “appeared to be urine” was 
dumped out of the upper lev
els o f Bryant Hall. Later, the 
report refers to the supposed 
urine as “urine.” If the liquid 
was urine, why did the report 
state “appeared to b e” first? 
W hy not state that urine was 
dumped. This raises the ques
tion of whether urine was truly 
dumped or are officials cover
ing their rear?

5. The report concludes that all 
o ff ice rs  invo lved  did the ir  
w ork  correctly . Yes, except 
read the Constitution o f the 
United States of America. The 
report states that officials man
aged to get the crowd out of 
the parking lot and onto the 
grassy front lawn. The offic
ers instructed the crowd to dis
perse. The crowd refused and 
stated that, as resident students 
of FSU, they have every right 
to stay outside. The report con
firms that students made this 
claim. The officers continued 
their presence and deamanded 
for the crowd to disperse. The 
report gives no reason explain
ing the officers’ actions. 
Correct me if I ’m wrong, but I 
believe that the Fourth Amend
ment o f the United States Con
stitu tion  g ives  c ir izens  the 
right peaceably  to ssemble. 
Furthermore, the billing state
ments for resident students al
low us to live here on campus. 
T h ere  is no  curfew . Q u ie t  
hours do not extend outside the 
dormitories. If  I want to stand 
ou ts ide  on the law n in the 
middle of the night with a few 
dozen other residents, there is 
no reason or rule to stop us. 
The officers persisted anyway.
6. The report states that the 
crowd goers were engaging in 
“ il leg a l  b eh a v io r .” On the 
grounds of “failing to disperse

on c o m m a n d ,” fou r arrests  
were made. T hat’s to say only 
4 out o f  60-150 people failed 
to disperse on command. With 
so many officers present and 
so many persons engaging in 
“illegal activity,” there should 
have been a lot more than four 
arrests. There w asn’t even an 
arrest for disturbing the peace. 
Were the officers enforcing the 
law, flexing their muscles, or 
back ing  up the ir  con tinued  
presence?
As I stated, I was not actually

there during the entire event. I 
cam e outside  w hen  the fire 
alarm went off. Maybe all of 
the report’s claims are true. I 
do know  that I have excellent 
hearing. R esiden ts  live on 
campus and have First Amend
ment and Fourth Amendment 
rights. There is a great differ
ence between a gathering of 60 
people and 150 people. When 
100 people are guilty o f  the 
same crime, d o n ’t execute just 
four. Finally, urine is urine, or 
it is not urine.

How to get use 
of your tax  
refund in 

2 Days or less.*

Jackson Hewitt’s SuperPast Refund Program can get you cash 
in 2 days or less.*

• We’ll do your taxes and give you an advance on your 
refund in 2 days or less.

• Our exclusive computerized tax preparation system 
can get you a bigger refund than you might expect

So if you need your money right away, come to Jackson 
Hewitt. We guarantee no one can get your taxes done faster.

We Ask The Right Questions 
So You Get The Right Refund.

*Refiind anticipation loan if  you qualiiy.
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