
Broncos' Voice 
March 1997

been used we vtouU  have required the Rescue U nitj to trash the eontaet area o f the 
s u ^ e c t However, no mace was used. O fficers heard A e  students chanting Fire on 
the R o o f and le t it bum  eventhough no fire  was every se t S g t McNair, S g t Waters 
and S g t Glascock stated they would not have allowed water to be sprayed from  a Fire 
E ngine onto the crowd. Sgt McNair Stated that when the officer on the scene asked for 
the Fire Engine he (Sgt McNair) authorized for it to be dispatched. He said at first their 
was some confusion on his part as to why it was being requested by the officer but he 
knew he would not allow water to be sprayed on the crowd. Sgt. McNair was on the 
scene before any o f the Fire Units arrived. When Captain Fisher arrived he told all of the 
Fire Units to go back in service.

I t is not a practiced or accepted m ethod o f crowd control by our department to 
use water to spray an unruly crowd by our department In review o f this case, no 
water was used fo r  that purpose eventhough rumors spread the reason fo r  the fire  
personnel being on site was fo r  that reason.

In  my opinion the officers responded in a well discipline and restrained 
manner. The on scene supervisors elected to use light methods o f crowd control and 
avoid student confrontation as m uch as possible. They delayed any enforcement action 
until it was clear that the crowd would not comply with the lawful orders of the 
Fayetteville State Police Officers, even after it was re-inforced by the on scene Fayetteville 
Police Supervisors. Officers then worked in pairs and small teams to disperse the unruly 
crowd rather than forming ift large group o f officers. As soon as the supervisors felt they 
could reducc the number of officers on the scene they did so.

Total suspects arrested:

Marlon Trafton, Failure to Disperse upon command (Arrested by Fayetteville Police) 
Calvin Grier, Failure to Disperse upon command (Arrested by Fayetteville Police)
Kadrian Thompson, Failure to Disperse upon command (Arrested by Fayetteville State) 
Shawn Arnold, Faihire to Disperse upon command (Arrested by Fayetteville State)
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LAWMAN IN
MACING
RESIGNS:
REPORT NOT
FILED IN
CAMPUS
INCIDENT
by Pat Reese
(courtesy Fayetteville Observer- 
Times)

A  police officer accused 

o f  fa il ing  to report  that he 

used Mace during a con fron 

tation with Favetteville State 

U n i v e r s i t v  s t u d e n t s  la s t  

m onth  has resigned.

John T idw ell had been a 

m e m b e r  o f  liit Fayettev il le

Police Department since June 

1994. He stepped down M on

day.

The name o f  the second 

officer w ho is on adm inis tra 

tive duty while police inves

tigate the confrontation has 

not been released.

C h ie f  Ron H ansen  said 

ea r l ie r  th is  m on th  that the 

m en  fa iled  “ to report  their 

use of M ace .”

A b o u t  20  p o l i c e  c a rs  

were sent to the university on 

F eb ru a ry  21 w hen  cam pus 

police asked for help in d is 

pers ing  about 100 s tudents 

w h o  had  g a th e r e d  on  the 

la w n  a n d  p a r k in g  lo t  at 

B ry an t  Hall to c e leb ra te  a 

basketball vistory.

S T U D E N T  C O M PL A IN TS

Students complained that 

police entered the dormitory 

and sp rayed  M ace a long  a 

second-floor hallway. Police 

in itia lly  denied the a l leg a 

tion.

Four s tuden ts  w ere  a r 

rested during the confronta

tion.

Dr. W i l l i s  M c L e o d ,  

F S U ’s chancellor ,  said last 

week that the carpet in one 

room at Bryant Hall was dis

co lo red  by M ace spray. A 

portion o f  the carpet was cut 

out by cam p u s  p o lice  and 

turned over to Fayettev il le  

police.

M cL eod ,  w h o  w as  not 

a v a i l a b l e  fo r  c o m m e n t

Thursday, said he was upset 

about the Mace incident and 

had conferred with Hansen. 

He said he was disappointed 

that T idw ell  and  the o th e r  

officer “chose  not to share 

this in fo rm ation  with  their 

superiors .”

All police officers are re

q u i r e d  by d e p a r t m e n t a l  

policy to file a report with 

their superiors any time they 

use M ace ,  p ep p e r  spray, a 

baton or any physical force. 

A pp a ren t ly ,  there  w ere  no 

reports  filed  in the B ryan t  

Hall incident.

Police said several s tu 

d en ts  h u r led  b e e r  c a n s  at 

them during  the co n fro n ta 
tion.

I N V E S T I G A T I O N  C O N 

TIN U ES

The Police D epar tm en t’s 

internal affairs investigation 

o f  th e  i n c i d e n t  is n e a r  

completion, according to po 

lice Lt. Katherine  Guilette. 

She sa id  p e r so n n e l  p o licy  

forbids her from commenting 

on any part o f  the investiga
tion.

Guilette said representa

t i v e s  o f  th e  P o l ic e  

D epartrm ent have met with 

FSU police and university of

ficials to share in form ation 

from their separate investiga
tions.


