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Student Government Explains Semester Spending
Continued from Page 1

(SGA license plate frames, I 
love FSU keychains, and SGA cups), 
$ 1 ,3 4 3 .7 9  on office supplies and 
decorations, $6 0 0  to Jeb Designs fo r 
hom ecom ing t-shirts, $1 ,0 0 0  on cop ie r 
expenses, and an open purchase or
de r fo r  $1 ,0 0 0  to the p rin t shop.

O the r m a jo r expenses fo r  the or
gan iza tion  included $ 3 ,5 0 0  fo r speak
e r Fox Rich and $ 3 ,3 0 0  fo r speaker 
Rasheed A li C rom w ell, w ho were both

pa rt o f the SGA speaker series.
Students expressed concern over 

w hether the funds rea lly  benefited 
Fayetteville State students.

The Voice staff asked SGA repre
sentatives abou t the justifications fo r 
the expenditures.

The $1 ,825  spent on t-shirts was 
p a rt o f operation Smooth M ove. "W e  
alw ays give the freshmen ... w elcom 
ing gifts, and tha t was pa rt o f tha t," 
said SGA Senator and program  
m odera to r Lisa Harris. "Hom ecom ing

T-shirts are basically to initiate school 
pride, so tha t students do have things 
to w ear to the gam es," she added.

SGA Vice President Jerrell Nelson 
also feels tha t freshmen welcom ing 
gifts and homecoming t-shirts were a 
valid  expenditure fo r SGA.

"Part o f the Student Governm ent 
Association's job  is to preserve rel
evant trad itions here at Fayetteville 
State University," says Nelson. "O n e  
o f those relevant traditions is the en
couragem ent o r prom otion o f Bronco

p rid e ."
Questions were also asked about 

the approva l process fo r funds spent 
by SGA. The m ajority  o f the semester's 
spending was done outside o f regu lar 
senate meetings and w ithout an o ffic ia l 
Senate vote.

However, the SGA constitution 
gives pow er to the Executive Board (a 
board  composed o f key SGA leaders) 
when the Senate is not in session.

The Executive Board can make 
decisions regard ing  SGA events.

activities, and spending on beha lf o f 
the Senate during those times, but is 
required to give a full report o f any 
decisions o r vote to the Senate a t the 
next regu la rly  scheduled meeting.

The Executive Board was required 
to make all decisions fo r the Senate un
til the fourth meeting o f the semester, 
when the SGA budget was approved.

The next SGA meeting w ill be held 
on December 6th. A ny questions can 
be directed to the Student Governm ent 
office at 910-672-1344.
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go to the institution. A fter you go there fo r a year 
you are part o f the alumni association, so when I see 
you all know, I have no problem with anyone as a 

student. I try to let them know that they are part o f the 
family too." Minister Mohammed claims that he gets 
his concept o f the alumni family from older bronco 
alumni; "The ones who taught me to care fo r FSU are 
80 and 90 years old now. W e don 't just love FSU, we 
built it, and a family must love and take care o f one 
another."

Another issue surrounding Minister Mohammed 
is the claims made by some students that he is rac
ist against non blacks, which he denies. "I am not a 
racist," he declares. "Some o f my most dependable 
friends are white millionaires. People are misled when 
they hear me make statements about black pride and 
black history, but Caucasians who really care under
stand pride. It motivates you to protect what belongs
t o / /you.

Minister Mohammed has been heard saying to 
students on a number o f occasions that he is "trying to 
get us a new chancellor." His apparent issues seem to 
be with alleged hiring and firing practices concerning 
African American staff members. But our current chan
cellor is not the only one who Minister Mohammed 
has attempted to unseat. He also had a problem with 
Dr. Loyd Hackley because o f recruitment tactics aimed 
at diversifying the student body. Minister Mohammed 
claims that he has no problem with diversity; it's just 
too much too soon. " \t you g'we a w a y  th e  a d v a n ta g e  

you have as African Americans people will turn on 
you," he says. "W hen you're competing, if people 
think they have an advantage over you they will get 

rid o f you.
When asked about the dissociation notices put 

out by the local Muslim Mosque, o r the Masjid O m ar 
Ibn Say'yid, Minister Mohammed claims that the 
minister who put out the notices against him was fired 
fo r alleged misappropriation o f funds. Representatives 
from the mosque were unavailable to confirm o r deny 
this account.

W hen asked about reasons behind the dissocia

tion notices put out by FSU, Minister Mohammed feels 
that it is more o f an administrative decision. "I have 
faculty that support me; half are with me and half are 
not," he states. "I have neighbors and friends who 
were deans, administrators and teachers when I was 
a student and they don 't have a problem, they just 

ask 'W hy? '"

So why does 
Minister Moham
med feel the need 
to associate him
self with the univer
sity? He says, "Dr.
Seabrook was my 
neighbor and after 
he was president 
he used to come 
by and check 
on the university 
because he cared 
so much. I do it 
because of my 

loyalty to the FSU Eronomy Smith’s 1968 FSU 
Yearbook Photo

Nonethe- Courtesy of F S U  Archives, 
less, we can not
ignore the fact that

Minister Mohammed continually insists on speaking 
on behalf o f the Alumni Association when he is not 
officially part o f the association. One argument is that 
students are misled into thinking that he can solve all 
their problems, when in fact he has no real power at 
the university. He admits, however, that he has no real 
power: "I don 't have any power, but I have friends 
and I go to them with the truth and they bring about 
change."

Minister Mohammed attributes many of the 
changes that have taken place on campus as his do
ing. Mony may h a v e  h e a rd  Wim s p e a k  of the things 

that he has helped establish. He expresses involve
ment in getting rid o f Shaw Foods, establishing the 
fountain in front of the student center, and says that 
he was in charge of the Alumni Museum in the Chick 
Building. He also speaks of being instrumental in 
many changes that have taken place in the commu
nity such as the redevelopment of downtown Fay
etteville and Murchison Road, to name a few. While 
Minister Mohammed has an impressive knowledge 
o f events that have taken place on our campus and in 
our community, it is difficult, if not impossible, to con
firm or deny his level o f involvement in these activities.

Whatever the case may be. Minister Moham
med has been coming back to check on FSU since he 
arrived back from the Vietnam W ar in 1971, and says 
that he will continue to do so. "W hen the FSU family 
is united and taken care of, and nobody is starving, it 
is a win-win situation. It's a real Family"

Word On The Yard
By: Megan Gurganious

The Voice

The Student Government 
Association holds an open 
forum fo r a ll students once 
a month called W ord  on the 
Yard which a llows students to 
express themselves on subjects 
such as pregnancy, financial 
a id , and community events that 
are a ffecting students. The SGA 
typ ica lly  comes to the forum 
w ith pre-selected topics fo r  dis
cussion; however, if o ther issues 
stem from the topics, they are 
also discussed.

Reginald Scriven, a member 
o f the SGA E-Board, describes 
the meetings as ve ry  successful, 
a chance fo r students to say 
w ha t is on the ir mind.

This month's meeting was 
held on N ovem ber 20 , 2 0 0 6 , 
w ith three topics on the agen
da: M arch  on W ashington, 
Tuition and Fees Increase, and 
the SGA's Budget. Each subject 
was p reA n ted , exp la ined, and 
then o p ta e d  up fo r discussion.

The K a rc h  on W ashington 
is a ra ll(|»hat w ill be held in 
W a s h ir i^ '^ n ,  D .C .  on D e c e m b e r  

4, 2006 . Two cases, M eredith  
V. Jefferson County Public 
Schools and Parents Involved in 
Community Schools v. Seattle 
School District, w ill be pre
sented to the Supreme Court, in 
which it "w ill determ ine w hether 
o r not measures to desegregate 
K-12 public schools, as well as 
affirm ative action program s fo r 
h igher education, remain le
g a l."  M ore  than 5 0 ,0 0 0  people 
are expected to attend, includ
ing H arvard University and the 
Reverend Jesse Jackson. For 
more inform ation regard ing  the 
cases, please visit w w w .bam n. 
com. If you are interested in 
attending, there is a $10 .00

fee and chartered buses w ill 
be leaving on December 3, 
2 0 0 6 . Bowie State University is 
opening the ir gym fo r  people 
to camp out in. Please contact a 
mem ber o f SGA to sign up.

The next item o f business 
was discussion abou t the tuition 
and fees increase. Recently, 
two open forums were held to 
discuss the matter. It has been 
proposed, but not yet passed, 
fo r student fees to increase 
$178 .00  in Fall Semester 2007. 
These fees w ill be used to 
expand the budgets o f stu
dent o rganizations and clubs, 
intram ural sports, fine arts, and 
health services.

They w ill also be directed 
tow ards educationa l technol
ogy  fees to eventually make 
the entire FSU campus wireless- 
capab le  and fo r a ll classrooms 
to be "sm art classrooms," w ith 
techno log ica l equipm ent ava il
ab le  in each room.

Resident Life fee increases 
have been proposed to increase 
by $ 3 0 0 .0 0 . These fees w ill be 
utilized fo r increasing security, 
renovating the roofs, replac
in g  b e d s , r e c r e a t io n a l  a c tiv ity

places added, and extended 
operation hours.

These fee increases are p ro 
posals and still must go to the 
Board o f Trustees fo r approva l. 
Before being approved or 
denied, students have the ab ility  
to state the ir opinions about the 
matter. However, before seeing 
these as just a m onetary figure, 
as one student pointed out, we 
need to "th ink  abou t how these 
fees w ill a llow  us to move up as 
students and as a university."

The final top ic  was the 
SGA's budget fo r this aca
demic year. They are a llotted 
$71 ,500 .00 , $ 4 8 ,6 0 9 .0 0  
has been used to date, and

Next
“Word on the Yard”

Meeting 
December 

4th

$ 2 2 ,8 9 0 .0 0  remains. The 
Speaker Series tha t they spon
sor uses the largest sum o f the ir 
budget, w ith the student salaries 
in second. O the r activities that 
the money has gone towards 
have been ASG  Retreats, 
O pera tion  Smooth M ove, the 
tuition fee increase forum , and 
to help fund a lib ra ry  in Ghana. 
Events tha t have been listed on 
the ir website have not necessar
ily  been pa id  fo r yet, but they 
have been accounted fo r o r 
pre-paid.

Their budget does not 
ro ll over each year, so a ll the 
m o n e y  w ill  b e  u sed  this y e a r .  
Because students have a lready  
pa id  the ir fees w ith tuition, no 
revenues are made by the SGA.

The student senate does 
vote on how the money is spent, 
but not until the budget is ap 
proved, which this yea r was at 
the ir fourth  meeting. Meetings 
are open to anyone w ho w ould 
like to attend and have any 
questions answered.

A ccord ing to Senator 
Lisa Harris, one o f the event's 
m oderators and organizers, 
this particu la r meeting was 
"the  longest, but most success
fu l"  they've held a ll year. They 
encourage a ll students to attend 
and let the ir voices be heard.

Distinguished Speakers Series: Dr. Manning Marable
By: Megan Gurganious

The Voice

O n N ovem ber 14, 2006 , 
Dr. M ann ing  M a rab le  spoke at 
the J.W . S eabrook Aud ito rium  
as p a rt o f The C hance llo r's  
D istinguished Speaker Series. 
Dr. M a rab le  is a professor o f 
Public A ffa irs , Political Science, 
H istory, and A frican-Am erican 
Studies a t C olum bia University 
in N ew  York City. As the found
ing d irec to r o f the Institute fo r 
Research in A frican-Am erican 
Studies a t Colum bia, it has be
come "one  o f the nation 's most 
prestigious centers o f scholar
ship on the b lack Am erican ex
perience ." He has w ritten many 
academ ic journals and edited 

volumes, making him a very 
influentia l w rite r and speaker.

Dr. M a ra b le 's  speech was 
entitled "Race Injustice, Disen
franchising Lives." His basis, 
w hich he em phasized by giving 
numerous statistics, was that 

racism still exists in our country. 
Rather than hanging "w h ite  

o n ly "  signs and a llow ing  only 
whites to sit at the fron t o f the 
bus, w ha t now exists is co lo r 
b lind racism, "la issez-fa ire" 
racism. He states: "The racia l 
line has not been erased, it has 
been recon figu red ."

From here, he discussed 

brie fly  the C ivil Rights M ove
ment, Dr. M artin  Luther King,

and affirm ative action, particu
la r ly  under the Clinton Adm in
istration. A ffirm ative action is 
a po licy o r program  that gives 
preference to a m inority o r 
a protected group o f people 
to counter past, o r elim inate 
present, discrim ination against 
them. Dr. M arab le  remarked 
tha t recently states have begun 
to elim inate affirm ative action 
as though it were a negative 
aspect.

A fte r Dr. M arab le  stated 
his issues w ith a ffirm ative ac
tion, he began to discuss the 
nation 's crim inal justice system. 
By the late 1980s, one mil
lion people  were in prison, or, 
broken down, and one in 250  
people  in the United States 
were prisoners. He described 
"c razed  construction," in which 

there was a rush to build  more 
prisons.

He states that from 1819- 
1981, N ew  York State built 33 
new state prisons, and from 
1982-present, N ew  York has 
bu ilt 38  new state prisons, 
build ing more in over two 
decades than in almost two 
centuries. H alf o f these prison
ers were b lack and Dr. M arab le  
states tha t it is "w orse  here than 
aparthe id  in South A fr ica ."

Dr. M arab le  states, " I t  is 
impossible to ta lk  abou t jus
tice under the crim inal justice 
reg im e." By this he means that

you simply can not ta lk  about 
racia l issues w ithou t talking 
abou t how races live. He dis
cussed "structural racism" in the 
21st century: mass unemploy
ment and mass poverty inevita
b ly  feeds to mass incarceration. 
He claims tha t there is racial 
injustice in the crim inal justice 
system, stressing that "b lack 
teens are 48  times more likely 
to be sentenced to a juvenile 
fac ility  than white teens-this is 
not an accident."

Voting in Am erica be
came another big top ic  fo r Dr. 
M a rab le . A fte r stating that six 

m illion Americans are disenfran
chised (in prison, on probation, 
on paro le , o r aw aiting  tria l), 
45%  being black, he declared 
that most states deny felons, 
e ither serving time o r on pro
bation, the righ t to vote. Few 
states d o n 't a llow  ex-felons to 
ever vote, resulting in w hat he 
calls, "c iv il death ."

Dr. M arab le  asked the audi
ence w hat we should do about 
the grow ing crime rate and the 
crim inal justice system.

He began to answer his 

question by rem inding his listen
ers that $150 b illion is being 
spent on the Iraq W a r each 

year.
He states, "N o t enough 

is being spent on the crim inal 
justice system. The threat is not 
A l-Q aeda , but the terrorists in

our own ne ighborhoods." He 
suggests that the restoration 
o f justice is in need, and that 
by bring ing  back Americans 
convicted o f crimes to par
tic ipate in voting and in the 
e conom y/w o rk  force, we can 
begin to correct the problems o f 

the system.
Dr. M arab le  recommends 

constructing a b ridge o f learn
ing fo r  incarcerated people, by 
a llow ing Pell G ran t subsidiaries 
back into the prison system and 
tra in ing them fo r  jobs in the 
outside w orld .

To him, the w ay  the system

is in place now, one-third o f all 
prisoners w ill be back in prison 
w ith in three years. He made 
the statement that " it  costs fa r 
less to educate and train further 
than to warehouse millions o f 
people  in prison."

The next step, according to 
Dr. M arab le , is to begin a na
tional project on disenfranchise
ment, which he believes consists 
o f mostly black, brow n, poor, 
and w ork ing  class people.

He stated, " I f  we can get 
one-third o f disenfranchised 
people to vote, we w ou ld  never 
have to w o rry  about a G eorge

W . Bush aga in ."
Dr. M arab le  made the com

ment that mothers and fathers, 
and providers, are being taken 
aw ay from the ir fam ilies and 
that because there is no mon
e ta ry  support, the vicious cycle 
continues w ith p o o r o r w ork ing  
class members o f society being 
covicted o f crimes.

He stated tha t this isn't 
right, tha t children need both 
parents, they need consistency, 
and our nation w ould be safer 
and less destructive if we could 
impose this pro ject on disenfran
chisement and restore justice.

http://www.bamn

