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Democrats Take Over Congress In Elections
Kaity

Parson

O n  N o v e m b e r 6 th  A m e r i

cans sent a c le a r message w hen 

th e ir  vo te  gave  the D em ocra tic  

Party con tro l o f  bo th  the House 

an d  the Senate. C o rru p tio n  

an d  sex scanda ls su rround ing  

Republicans, frus tra tion  ove r the 

w a r  in Iraq  and  the President's 

lo w  a p p ro v a l ra ting  a ll he lped  

to  s o lid ify  the w in  fo r  D em o

crats a f te r  a 12-year fa ll from  

grace .

A m ericans  w e re  lo ok in g  

fo r  som eone to  take  the coun 

t r y  in a d if fe re n t d irec tion  and 

D em ocrats a re  p rom is ing  to  do  

just tha t. Incom ing S peake r o f 

the House, N a n c y  Pelosi, a lo n g  

w ith  Senate Dem ocrats, has a l

re a d y  ou tlin ed  a list o f  p r io r it ie s  

they  in tend to  tack le  e a r ly  on to  

inc lude (bu t no t lim ited  to ) the 

fo llo w in g :

• A  fe d e ra l la w  on p rice  

ga u g in g  fo r  fuels such as 

gaso line , m ore incentives fo r  

the use o f a lte rna tive  fuels such 

as e th ano l, and  a rep ea l o f a 

m easure th a t g ives ta x  breaks 

to  o il com pan ies  fo r  e xp a n d in g  

th e ir  re fine ries  and  choos ing  to  

d r i l l in the US.

• Raising the m in im um  

w a g e  from  $5 .15  to  $7 .25 . 

A lth o u g h  m any states have th e ir  

ow n m in im um  w a g e  s tandards, 

the fe d e ra l m in im um  w a g e  has 
rem a ined  a t $5 .15  fo r  the past 
10 yea rs . S en a to r Ted Kennedy, 
C h a irm a n  o f  the com m ittee
on H ea lth , E ducation , Labor, 
an d  Pensions p roposes  th a t the 
increase take  p lace  ove r a tw o- 

y e a r  tim e span.
• M a k in g  ed uca tion  fo r  

co lleg e  students m ore a f fo rd 
a b le  by  cu tting  in te rest ra tes on 
student loans an d  increas ing  

the  a m o un t o f  Pell G ran ts  from  
$ 4 ,0 5 0  to  $ 5 ,1 0 0 . O n  the lines 

o f  educa tion . Sen. Kennedy 
a lso  w ants  to  decrease the  size 

o f c lassroom s and  lo o k  in to  

the flaw s  o f  the N o  C h ild  Left 

Behind po licy.
• Im p lem en ta tion  o f 

recom m endations  by  the 9 /11  

com m ission con cern ing  na tion a l 

security  such as increased p o r t  

security  and  b o rd e r  e n try  and 

ex it screening. The dem ocra ts
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how ever, have  n o t g iven  an 
ou tlin e  o f  h o w  to  p a y  fo r  these 
measures.

• M a k in g  h e a lth ca re  
m ore  a ffo rd a b le  b y  cha n g in g  
the  M e d ic a re  d ru g  b e ne fit p ro 
g ram  n e g o tia t in g  w ith  p h a rm a 
ceu tica l com pan ies , and  also 
e x p a n d in g  hea lth  insurance 

p ro g ra m s  to  cove r o th e r  unde r

rep resen ted  popu la tions .

• M o re  ta x  cuts fo r  the 

m id d le  class and  w o rk in g  fam i

lies. Pelosi m en tioned  th a t one 

w a y  to  do  this was to  revis it ta x  

cuts th a t w e re  im p lem ented  on 

the  h ig h e r end and  poss ib ly  in

creasing the "m illio n a ire s  ta x . "

• Despite the fac t tha t 

the y  have n o t com e up w ith  a

com prehens ive  p la n  con ce rn 
in g  the  w a r  in Ira q , D em ocra ts  
ho pe  to  cha ng e  the course 
o f  ac tion  a n d  to  im p lem e n t a 
phased  w ith d ra w a l o f  troops .

Time w ill te ll w h e th e r  o r  
n o t dem ocra ts  w ill be  a b le  to 
fo l lo w  th ro u g h  w ith  m any o f  the 

measures, b u t President Bush 
has p le d g e d  to  pu t pa rtisansh ip  

beh ind  and  w o rk  w ith  p a r ty  

leaders  to  g e t th ings do ne  fo r  

the country .
W h a te v e r  the  case, A m e r i

cans a re  lo ok in g  fo r  change 

and  Dem ocrats have th e ir  w o rk  

cut ou t fo r  them , espec ia lly  

if they  in tend  to  ex tend  th e ir  

con tro l o f  bo th  houses fo r  yea rs  

to  com e.

Asliley
Smith

The 2 0 0 6  m id te rm  e lections 
de live re d  a str ik ing  b lo w  to  the 
Repub lican Party. W ith  g ro w 

ing u n ce rta in ty  ove r the  w a r  in 
Iraq , gas prices, the  econom y 

an d  hea lth  care , vo te rs m ade it 

c le a r th a t the D em ocra tic  Party 

is o ffe r in g  an a ttrac tive  a lte rn a 

tive to  the Bush adm in is tra tion .

H o w eve r, wWi\e th e  s'vtuation 
m a y  \o o k  W e a k  fo r  RepubVi- 
cans, the re  is st ill a chance  th a t  
they  can take b a c k  congress  
a n d  re ta in  the p re s ide ncy  in 
2 0 0 8 .  The fu ture  o f  the R epub
lican Party w i l l  d e p e n d  on key 
changes they  must m ake to  th e ir  

s tra teg y  if  they  h o pe  to  w in  

b a c k  voters.
R epublicans w il l  have to  

o f fe r  can d ida tes  in 2 0 0 8  th a t 

share p o p u la r  sentim ent to 

w a rd s  the  w a y  the w a r  in Iraq  

has been ha nd led  by  the  Bush

ad m in is tra t ion . The p u b lic  is 

lo o k in g  fo r  an e x it  s tra tegy. 

Repub licans have  stuck b y  the  

id e a  o f  "se e in g  it th ro u g h "  

since the  b e g in n in g  o f  the  w a r, 

an d  A m e rica n s  a re  b e g in n in g  

to  d e v e lo p  a sou r taste in th e ir  

m outh  fo r  d e a d  so ld ie rs . If Re

pu b lican s  ho pe  to  w in  in 2 0 0 8 ,  

can d ida tes  like John  M cC a in  

should be th e ir  fron tru nne rs . 

M cC a in  has d is tanced  h im se lf 

from  the Bush A d m in is tra t io n  on 

key issues such as d e ta in e e 's  

rights, a n d  has p u b lic ly  c rit i

c ize d  the ad m in is tra t io n  fo r  mis

m an ag em en t in Iraq . R epub li

cans w i ll need to  p ro m o te  m ore  

c an d ida tes  w h o  lo o k  to w a rd s  

a fu tu re  w ith  a c le a r  U.S. ro le  

in Iraq , an d  a c le a r t im e line  fo r  

t ro o p  w ith d ra w a l.

Repub licans w ill a lso need 

to  g e t tou gh  on o il com pan ies . 

A m ericans  a re  t ire d  o f  the  up 

a n d  d o w n  prices o f  ga so line  

an d  a re  re a d y  to  em brace  a 

new  k ind o f  fue l. A b o u t  ten 

yea rs  a g o  some o f  the  m a jo r  

m o to r veh ic le  com pan ies  pu r

chased p a te n t righ ts to  p lans 

fo r  w a te r-p o w e re d  engines.

If Republicans can g e t th e ir  

sup po rte rs  in the  a u to m o b ile  

in du s try  to  re a lly  lo o k  in to  

w a te r-ba sed  c lean  b u rn in g  

tech no log ies , th e y  cou ld  w in  the 

hearts  o f  A m e ric a n  consum ers 

an d  environm en ta lis ts .

W h ile  the  m oney fo r  the 

recons truc tion  in Ira q  is p ro b 
a b ly  necessary, A m ericans  
need  to  k n o w  th a t th e ir  g o v e rn 
m ent is still d o in g  th in gs  in  the  
U n ite d  States. \ f  R epub licans  
a re  to  w in  in  2 0 0 8 ,  the  p resen t 
a d m in is tra t io n  a n d  tho se  m em 
be rs  o f th e  p a r ty  st\\\ in  o ff ice  
ne ed  to  reaWy sXep u p  dom es tic  
im p ro v e m e n t  p ro jec ts .  Dom est ic  
pro jec ts  inc rease  jobs  a n d  b u i ld  
consum er  con f idence .

The race  in 2 0 0 8  is g o 
ing  to be  a  c lose one, b u t  i f  
R epub licans d o n ' t  m ake  some  
changes, th e y  w i l l  see a re p e a t  
o f  the  2 0 0 6  m id te rm s.

The c lo ck  is t ic k in g  an d  
R epub licans have  less than  tw o  

yea rs  to  show  the p u b lic  th a t 

th e y  have  tu rne d  o v e r a  new  

lea f.

Area of Concern
“University Place Parking”
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O ur area of concern for this issue is the parking at University Place 

Apartments. Every night there are numerous vehciies parked in the 
road, and on corners. Not only does this block the road, but it is

dangerous as well.
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