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Spotlight; Lamont Sparrow
L’Asia B. Brown

Online Editor

State has 
adm irab le  citizens. Lamont 

is a g ra t exam ple. Lamont 
o f C olera in, N orth  Caro- 

currently resides in Fayette- 
is currently attending 

school a t Fayetteville State 
pursuing a M aster o f Arts 

in English. He is also attend
ing Troy University pursuing a M aster 
o f Postsecondary Education w ith a 
concentration in A du lt Education.

As an undergraduate student , 
the proud alumni was involved in vari
ous campus organ iza tions. Lamont 
served as the cho ir m anager fo r the

FSU Concert C ho ir and C ham ber Sing
ers student d irec to r o f the FSU Gospel 

Choir. S parrow  is a founding member 
o f the FSU M a le  Q uarte t, Vice Presi
dent o f the Future A lum ni Association 
and adm inistrative resident assistant.

S parrow  was active ly involved 
in the community as w ell as on cam
pus. Lamont served as a volunteer and 
tu to r at Luther "N ic k "  Jeralds Elemen
ta ry  School (currently M idd le  School), 

Ramsey Street A lte rnative  School, and 
E. E. Smith High School fo r the special 
education and music departm ent.

Despite rendering hundreds o f 
hours to the community, he perform ed 
w ell in college. S parrow  was an A ll- 
Am erican Scholar, Four-year Chancel
lo r Scholar (2 000  Scholar o f the Year),

In every issue, The Voice tries to find an alumni that  

is doing positive things in the community a n d  being  

a g re a t  role m odel for future Bronco Alumni.

As a m em ber o f M t. O live  M iss iona ry  
Baptist Church, he sings w ith  the Praise 
Team, C. E. B. Mass Choir, and Taber
nacle Choir. M r. S parrow  is a m em ber 
o f C um berland County A lum ni C hap te r 
o f Fayetteville State University, A dv iso r 
fo r Illusions M ode ling  C lub, Co-advi- 
sor fo r Xclusive Gentlem en Society, As
sistant Coach fo r FSU Cheerleaders, a 
genera l m em ber o f the NAACP, on ac
tive m em ber o f Kappa Delta Pi In terna
tiona l Education H onor Society, and a 
100 N ew  Stars Volunteer.

Link's Scholar, 
a member o f
the N a tiona l Dean's List Association, 
served as M r. B. O . M . B. Squad, and 
was crowned Mr. Fayetteville State Uni

versity 1999-2000.
Mr. S parrow  also appeared  in 

the opera A hm al and the N igh t Visi
tors as King Kasper and scored a star
ring role in the musical Chicago, a t the 
Cape Fear Regional Theater in Fayette
ville, NC, where the multi-talented alum 

bedazz led  the audience os M a ry  Sun
shine w hile  singing in high octaves.

Mr. S parrow  is em ployed w ith 
Fayetteville State University as a Test
ing Specialist and Fayetteville Technical 
Com munity C ollege os an English A d 
junct Instructor.

The Voice was p r ive leged  fo sit down  
with S parrow  in a one on one inter
view.

Mr. FSU: Positive Role 
Model

Shaunte’ D. Elliot
Staff Writer

O n Coronation 2007, Junior Regionald K. Scriven was crowned the 
Mr. Fayetteville State University fo r  2007 -2008  year. The Voice 
wanted to know w ha t it was like ho ld ing a title o f such, as w ell as 
the future plans o f the astute leader during his one yea r tenure. The 
Voice was  ab le  to sit down one on one w ith Reginald Scriven and 
ta lk  abou t a little b it abou t his goals and aspirations.

The Voice: W h a t mode you decide to run fo r M r. Fayetteville State 
University?
Scriven: Being that Fayetteville Stote is an HBCU, I fe lt like it was 
im portan t fo r a positive b lack male figure to  represent the university. 
A lso because I saw the influence M r. FSU had my freshman year.

The Voice: In you r own words define a Bronce Man?
Scriven: A  Bronce M an to me is someone w ho is responsible, con
fident but in a silent w ay, educated, respectful, and also someone 
w ho is innovative.

The Voice: W h a t do you plan on do ing  w hile  serving as M r. FSU? 
Scriven: I plan on being a positive example, so that I can let others 

learn from me w hile I'm serving.

The Voice: The Being that you are Fayetteville native, w ha t made you 
choose to attend college in you r hometown?
Scriven: 1 choose Fayetteville State because w hile  I was still in high 
school I heard a g ir l ask where Faytteville State was. She d id n 't 
know that the school was in Fayetteville even though she lived in 
Fayetteville. I knew then, that 1 wanted to attend so that I can help 
make a defference w hile  Fayetteville State is grow ning.

The Voice: W hat events do  you haved planned as Mr.FSU?
Scriven: O n February 22 , I'll be having an event at the Special 
Axe. Muesum called the Black Caucus, and later the I w ill have the 
Presentation o f the Black M an where 1 w ill ta lk  w ith the men and 

women on campus.

The Voice: W hen it is a ll said and done, how  do you w ont you r term 
as serving Mr.FSU 2007-2008  to be remembered?
Scriven: I w ant my term as Mr. FSU to be remembered os me being a 
man o f character, and I w asn 't just a man that go t a title and never 
put it to  use. A nd I w ill know  if me serving as M r. FSU was success
ful if, during the next com petition there are 6 o r 7 guys running just 
because o f me, and lastly me serving my term, helped someone's

life to be changed.

W ill the paper fade 
away, when we 

graduate?
It w ill if  more people 

don’t get involved with 
The Voice 

Write for us. Email 
News @fsuvoice. com

High Aspirations: How to Succeed
Alexander S. Scott

Editor-In-Chief

Every student comes to college 
expecting to gain all o f the know ledge 
necessary to succeed in life. A ccord ing  
to a study conducted by the United States 
Bureau o f Labor in 2 0 0 2 , more than 78 % 
o f A frican  Am erican students, in the 10th 
g rade, aspired to atta in a four-year de
gree.

Thus, it is fa ir  fo r  one to assert 
that three quarters o f A frican  Am erican 
students attend co llege a fte r high school. 
But, w ha t happens a fte r the know ledge 
seekers step fo o t on one o f the more than 
2 ,0 0 0  institutions o f h igher learn ing in the 
United States? A re  students actually pre
pared to succeed in a college atmosphere 
w ithout mom and dad?

The Voice s ta ff  has compiled,  
what it thinks, is the best w ay fo r  students 
to master the four years o f  college.

Success in college, most often, is 
the result o f maturity, motivation, deve lop
ing good  study habits. Fayetteville State 
University has many resources tha t may 
teach students how  to become a success
ful learner, m otivation is a must. N o b o d y  
can motivate you but you!

Do not schedule  classes b a c k  to 
back . W hile scheduling classes m ay  seem 
like g o o d  time m a n ag e m en t ,  the bes t timei 
to  study a re  right b e fo re  class, a n d  right

after. N o t on ly  w ill one be tired, but it w ill 
prove effective to review a fte r each class, 
as soon as possible. Test this method, your 
retention and recall o f the in form ation w ill 
d ram atica lly  improve.

A ttend class on a regu la r basis. 
It's proven time and time aga in  a t Fay
etteville State University, the less classes 
students miss, the h igher the g rade in the 
class w ill be. Choosing in the front o f the 

class may also help students, because the 
more students that are seated in front o f a 
student, the g rea te r the distractions, and 
the more d ilu ted the instructor's message 
w ill be.

Develop a standard time to study 
fo r each class. It is recommended fo r ev
e ry  hour a student spends in class, the stu
dent should p ro b a b ly  also study at least 
two hours outside o f class. Find a place 
to study fo r each class. M oke  sure to 
study at this spot the same time every day 
to deve lop continuity.

Do all read ing  assignments, espe
c ia lly  read ing  ahead when possible. This 
practice w ill he lp students have g rea te r 
com prehension and w ill increase retention 
o f curricu la. If readings are p a rticu la rly  
com plicated, take notes w hile  read ing.

A lw ays study your  h a rd e s t  sub
ject first; putting the  p rob lem  off until you 
a r e  in je o p a rd y  only m akes the  p rob lem
worse.

Do as  much studying in the  d a y 

time as possible. The human bra in  be
comes fa tigued  th roughout the day, con
sequently, w ha t make take one hour fo r 
a student to  do  in the m orning may take 
tw o, a t night.

G etting to know  facu lty  members 
m ay prove beneficia l. If you run into a 
prob lem  academ ica lly  never fea r you r 
professor, schedule a conference as soon 
as possible during  office hours. N o t on ly  
can instructors be you r most helpfu l con
tacts on campus but, come g radua tion , 
instructors m ay w rite  excellent job  recom
mendations o r references.

Hove fun, get involved in extra 
cu rricu la r activities. A  study conducted by 
Professor Richard Light o f fHarvard Univer
sity concluded tha t students w ho  are more 
involved tend to  be happ ie r and more suc
cessful in the classroom than those w ho  
avo id  pa rtic ipa tion .

D on 't let m oney take over you r 
life. If a part-time job  so overw he lm ing 
that, a student is not ab le  to  benefit fu lly  
from  educationa l opportun ities , then it is a 
bad  exchange. Students must lea rn  how  
to  ba lance academ ics w ith  w o rk . It is 
recom m ended th a t tra d it io n a l 18-year-old 
freshmen try  to  keep w o rk  to  an absolu te  
minimum to r  the first ye a r to  com p le te ly  
ad\ust to  the co llege  lifesty le.

The fina l step, ge t m o tiva ted  and  d o  w ha t 

it takes to  make the grades a n d  have fun!

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Anthony
Melinda K. Coleman

Contributing Writer

Dr. Anthony is often described as 
one o f the toughest professors students 
have encountered, yet o d d ly  enough, 
more often described as a favorite  profes
sor among students.

So The Voice sat down fo r a chat 
w ith Dr. Booker T. Anthony to  find out just 
how  he is ab le  to maintain such a good 
rap p o rt amongst the ever-growing student 
body  here at Fayetteville State Universi-

fy-
" I give my best, 1 expect the 

best," says Dr. Anthony. If a student has 
ever been in one o f Dr. A nthony 's  classes, 
then its know to be truth and not just some 
gimmick o r catch-phrase. He is an associ
ate professor o f English, and has taught at 
FSU fo r the past twenty-two years. Raised 
on a form  in Scotland N eck, N orth  Caro
lina, Dr. Anthony is the youngest o f ten 

1 by lovinq and he 
j  parents wh< 

hard w ork  and family.

children, reared by loving and hard  w ork 
ing parents w ho  taught him the value o f

" I learned from my parents a 
w ork  ethic, and I still get up at 5am every 
morning just like when I was a ch ild ." He 
continues, "1 learned the value o f fam ily 
from them. The like lihood o f my divorcing 
is slim because I come from a tw o parent 
fam ily, so no matter w ha t difficulties we 
have we w ou ld  still stay together."

Young Booker T. was seldom in 
troub le  as a cnild. High school was a ve ry  
im portan t time fo r Dr. Anthony.
His innate teaching skills were a lready 
recognized by his teachers.

"In  eleventh grade, my b io logy  
teacher from tenth grade gave me a class 
o f my own, a b io logy  class, as a tu tor and 
I actua lly  taught the lessons to  those stu
dents. I designed the ir exams and w hatev
er g rade I gave them is w hat the teacher 
used. She'd p robab ly  get fired today. 
I'm  sure, but she used that to help those 
students get a passing grade out o f the 
course."

Dr. Anthony gave up his lunch 
hour fo r that entire yea r in o rde r to help 
those students succeed. Most im portantly, 
high school is where young Booker T. A n 
thony fe ll in love w ith literature, namely 
the works o f Ralph W a ldo  Emerson and 
N athan ie l H aw thorne. R ecalling
tha t time, he says, " I had three dynamic 
high school teachers that showed such a 
passion fo r teaching English tha t I said.

'I w an t to do  
this'. Espe
c ia lly  my elev
enth g rade 
teacher. He 
was just rea lly

■
 dynam ic and 

I a ttribute  the 
I e n t h u s i a s m  
I tha t I bring 
I to  the class- 
I room to his 
I style o f teach- 
I ing. He could 
! take the most 

obscure text
and make you feel os if it was just w ritten 
today ."

Upon entering co llege a t St. A u 
gustine's in Raleigh, N orth  C aro lina, Dr. 
Anthony was sure he wanted to teach 
English. He claims tha t he was quite rad i
cal in his days at St. Augustine's College.

M odest and unassuming in de
meanor, it is d ifficu lt to  im agine Dr. Book
er T. A nthony as a rad ica l in college, but 
that is the case, nonetheless.

"I was rad ica l when it came to 
good  teaching, effective teaching . . . 
because 1 fe lt teaching in my bones so I 
could detect when I was being cheated. 
So I dem anded good  perform ance from 
my teachers . . . from all my teachers. I 
w ould  go  by a teacher's  apartm ent if  that 
teacher d id n 't show up fo r class and find 
out w ha t happened ."

Recalling another such instance, 
he says, "1 had one teacher w ho  said to 
us 'You cannot b ring you r books to  class. 
You read your books and you take notes 
and you bring you r notes to class.' A nd 
so I challenged him, I said, 'W e ll then you 
leave you r book at hom e'."

The teacher d id  indeed leave his 
book at home upon that cha llenged and 
conducted the class under the 

pl(
jid in g  his teacher's  feet 

to  the p roverb ia l fire. Dr. A n thony was 
sanctioned as the on ly  lega l tu to r fo r  the 
university.

He also designed the entire Eng
lish portion  o f the university's standard
ized Junior exam ination. He laugh ing ly 
recalls asking the provost if he still had to 
take the exam. He d id . Dr. A nthony spent 
six years at O h io  State University, Colum
bus, O h io  where he received his master's 
and Ph.D. degrees in English.

A nthony come to FSU in 1986

same re
strictions tha t he p laced on his students. 
In add ition  to holding

and  has since deevee loped the reputation 
o f the notorious pro fessor o f A dvanced  
G ram m ar, a class entered  w ith much fea r  
and trep ida tion  by  a ll English and Educa
tion majors.

A n d  like a ll esteemed English 
professors. Dr. A n thony  teaches fresh
man and  sophom ore English C om posi
tion classes. A n thony enjoys teach ing  the 
Bronco M en 's  class, a lthough he finds the 
hardened exteriors o f to d a y 's  young men 
quite rem arkable.

W hen asked w ha t changes has 
he noticed over the years, he rem arked, 
"They [today 's  students] have not read as 
much as kids d id  20-25 years ago  p r io r 
to college Their read ing  skills are  not as 
good . Twenty years ago  I could assign 
3 novels in an A m erican Literature class 
w ithou t auestion and they w ou ld  have it 
all read the next d ay ."

O utside o f his academ ic re la ted 
activities. Dr. A n thony is the Pastor o f 
R.E.F.U.G.E. Com munity Church, serving 
in that position fo r the post nine years. 
"M y  church 's name R.E.F.U.G.E. stands 
fo r Re-establishing Families Using G o d ly  
Ethics and tha t's  exactly  w ha t we are 
abou t."  W hen he is not at home, he is of
ten involved through his church w ith  com
munity o rgan iza tions tha t reach out to 
young boys and girls.

Dr. A n thony and his w ife  Teresa 
have tw o sons - Tim othy M a rk , a high 
school senior; and Joshua C aleb, a sev
enth grader.

His w ife  is a com m unity social 
w orker. "1 like to see my w ife  be the best 
she can be w ith  her potentia l. She has an 
ASPIRE program  w hich helps young w om 
en get back on the ir feet, perhaps a fte r a 
p regnancy o r something.

she also has a leadersh ip  p ro 
gram  fo r senior citizens w ho  o ften feel 
like there is nothing to  do  a fte r 60  o r 70. 
So 1 do  everyth ing I can to  support her in 
tha t e ffo rt as w e ll."
Dr. Booker T. A n thony 's  eleventh g rade  
teacher and most insp ira tiona l ro le model 
(outside o f his fam ily ), James P. Hannon 
once w ro te  in young Booker T's ye a r book, 
"The good  life awaits yo u ."  W hen I asked 
Dr. A n thony if it had indeed been a good  
life, he ve ry  hum bly and sincerely rep lied  
" I think so -  teach ing -  I just can 't th ink o f 
anyth ing else tha t I w o u ld  w ant to d o ."  He 
left me w ith  a fina l thought rega rd ing  his 
message to hum anity as a w ho le . "G ive  to 
the w o rld  the best tha t you have and the 
best w ill come back to  y o u ."


