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Wttke Up M r.~ W ^
Cocky & Corny or Fresh 
& Message Filled?

Justin R. Reed
A&E Editor

Its o ffic ia l Kanye W est m ay be the best rapper 
alive. A fte r beating fe llow  rappe r 5 0  Cent in first 
w eek sales a couple o f months ago, Kanye has 
solid ified his position a t the top. As if being Mr. 
Louis Vittuon w asn 't enough, M r. W est has an
other credit to  his name. Tracking the differences 
in sales, Kanye's G raduation  (Def Jam) sold an 
astounding 9 9 9 ,0 0 0  copies in its first w eek, top 
ping 5 0  Cent's Curtis (Interscope), which sold 
on ly  6 8 3 ,4 5 8  units.

50  Cent w ent as fa r as saying he w ould 
retire from the game if he lost to  Mr. West. Ru
m or has it, 5 0  has been putting in hard w ork  and 
plans to release a G-Unit com pilation la te r on this 
yea r as w ell as another solo project. N ow  back 
to M r. West.

His c rybaby  attitude has been the object 
o f many Internet pa rody 's  and blogs. Britney 
Spears was "a w a rd e d "  the opening perform ance 
spot at last years MTV V ideo Music Aw ards, a 
spot tha t was o rig ina lly  set fo r M r. West. Even 
so, he still seems to be living the G ood Life.

O n a serious note, M r. West experienced 
tragedy late last year. Kanye's m other passed 
a w ay  a fte r an unsuccessful plastic surgery at
tempt. M any o f W est's songs were dedicated to 
his mother.

Kanye then proved that he was indeed 
S tronger than most M C 's  by perform ing a couple 
o f days la te r in front o f thousands o f roaring  fans 
in Paris, France. The question is still at hand.

Is Kanye West cocky and corny o r fresh 
and message filled? It's apparen t that West 
is extrem ely cocky, but m aybe it's  fo r a good 
reason. In a te rrib le  yea r fo r album sales. West 
proved tha t fans actua lly  still do  in fact buy 
albums ra ther than simply resorting to illega lly  
dow n load ing  from the Internet.

W ith  soaring album sales. W est defi
n ite ly deserves to be somewhat o f a cocky MC. 
Corny? W ell, as a lyricist he has been listed 
am ong many grea t MC 's.

Touching on such issues as neglect and 
the negative disadvantages o f stardom, to lighter 
topics such as breast implants and Louis Vuitton 
bags, W est ce rta in ly  reaches all audiences, both 
grow n and young. Fresh?

M r. W est can have the title. Baggy 
jeans, w hite tank tops, and fitted caps were the 
m a jo r looks in H ip-Hop up until Kanye West 
entered the rap scene. N ow , m a jo r designers 
are all over the game. Dolce &  G abbana  shades, 
Gucci duffle bag boys. Red M onkey jeans, and 
retro A ir  Force 1 's are the new fashion fa ir  o f 
Hip-Hop.

Kanye said it best; "Ralph Lauren was 
boring  before I w ore h im ." Mr. W est is pretty 
fresh, but w ha t about message filled? Kanye is 
known fo r being a ra ther deep lyricist. A  mixture 
o f Common and "B ig Brother" himself, Jay-Z, 
West delivers controversial rhymes.

His ab ility  to rhyme non-rhyming words 
can also be credited to his e labora te  resume. 
Am ong other attributes. W est is also a w rite r and 
a producer. His many credits include Common, 
Janet Jackson, Jay-Z, Slum V illage, and John 
Legend am ong others.

W hether Kanye West is cocky and corny 
o r fresh and message filled is debatab le . How
ever, attempting to hate on M r. W est proved 
unatta inable a fte r do ing constructive research fo r 
this artic le . W ith  a career on fire, and tragedy 
behind him. West w ill be sure to contribute many 
number one singles to rad io  a irp la y  in the up 
incom ing months.

Production and guest spots on other 
artis t's  LP's w ill also keep W est in the spotlight. 
The on ly  th ing le ft fo r  W est to fu lfill w ill be adap t
ing his life into a feature film fo r nationa l release. 
W e 'll keep ou r fingers crossed.

Model Behavior: Meet Chanel Iman
Shante' D. Elliot

Staff Writer

M ove aside N aom i Cam p
bell; someone is here to  take you r 
spot! Born Chanel (man Robinson, 
this K o rea n /A m e rica n /A frica n  Am er
ican model is taking the fashion in
dustry by storm at the young age o f 
18.

Robinson was born in A t
lanta, G eorg ia  but la te r moved to 
C alifo rn ia  where she adop ted  the 
name Chanel Iman. C alifo rn ia  is 
also where she started her m odeling 
career. Robinson first g raced the run
w ay  during the 2 0 0 6  fa ll/w in te r  sea
son fo r designers Custo Barcelona 
and DKNY.

Like all models, Robinson has 
her own signature tradem ark, which 
is a flirta tious eyewink tha t she gives 
w hile  w alk ing  to the end o f the run
w ay. In her few  years o f modeling,
Chanel Iman has a lready  been fea
tured on the cover o f US Vouge and 
Teen Vouge and has also appeared 
on the Tyra Banks Show.

W ith  the name o f a fabulous 
designer, her eclectic looks, her flirtatious 
w ink, and her graceful w a lk  on the runway, it 
is easy to see w hy Robinson has been able to 
model fo r designers such as Valentino, Ralph

Lauren, Dolce & G abbana , M a rk  Jacobs, 
and Vera W ang.

It is no surprise w hy Tyra Banks has 
crowned Chanel Iman Robinson the future o f 
the m odeling w orld .

Music Veterans 
Take The Back Seat

Justin R. Reed
A&E Editor

W ith  recent album  push backs, includ
ing such music industry veterans as M ya, 
M a rio , Ja Rule, and Mas, newcomers to  the 
music scene are leaving strong lasting impres
sions on music fans and enthusiast. A lbum  
release dotes, w hich ore based around  pub 
lic ity and single releases, are  never t ru ly  set 
in stone.

This previous summer, many artist 
became victims to the dread fu l album  push 
back. Rapper 5 0  Cent, w ho released his th ird 
m a jo r labe l LP Curtis (Interscope), was the 
subject to  tw o album push back dates. Curtis, 
which was o rig in a lly  slated to be released on 
June 26th , 2007, was first pushed back to  an 
August release date, and then fina lly  re
leased on September 11th 2007, as the opp o 
nent to Kanye W est's G radua tion  (Def Jam). 
S im ilar to 5 0  Cent, R&B crooner Chris Brown 
struggled to gain support fo r  his sophomore 
LP Exclusive (J ive /Zom bo). Brown took  the 
cake w ith a to ta l o f three album push backs. 
Exclusive which was in itia lly  scheduled to be 
released on August 31st, 2 0 0 7  was pushed 
back to  September 4th, 2007.

W ith  the lead single "W a ll to W a ll"  
having minimal chart success, the album 
was pushed back aga in  to O ctober, 30th 
2007. "W a ll to W a ll"  fa iled  to b reak into the 
B illboard Hot lOO's top 10. Executives at 
Jive Records decided to move fo rw a rd  and 
release "Kiss, Kiss", the T-Pain filled add ic
tive up-tempo, which garnished more success 
fo r Brown. W ith  "Kiss, Kiss" ga in ing the 
number one spot on B illboard 's 
Hot 100, Exclusive was then 
fina lly  released on N ovem ber 
6th 2007, selling rough ly on ly 
2 9 5 ,0 0 0  units. It is clear that 
single success is a m ajor deter
m ining fac to r fo r record labels 
when calculating album release 
dates. Songstress M ya , w ho 
has released multiple singles 
back-to-back w ith no album, 
is now  on ly  one o f the many 
veterans w ho have recently 
become a statistic. "Lock U 
D ow n" which featured Louisi
ana native Lil' W ayne received

singer M a r io  experienced push backs on his 
album  G o! (J Records /  A ris ta) due to  an 
e a rly  Internet leak. Rapper Ja Rule fa ile d  to 
prom ote his singles "U h  O h "  and "B o d y " , 
w hich in turn lead  to  the push back  o f The 
M irro r  (M u rd e r IN C ).

Surpris ing ly, factors tha t should be 
considered ass negative have positive affects 
on a lbum  sales. W ith  the release o f B lackout 
(Jive), Britney Spears sold 2 9 0 ,0 0 0  units in 
her first w eek, closely s im ilar to the squeaky 
clean Brown. "G im m e  M o re "  also p laced  
in the top  10 on B illboard 's  Radio A irp la y  
charts. Based on the recent successes o f 
Kerrie U nderw ood, M a ry  J. Blige and  A lic ia  
Keys, c lea rly  it w ou ld  be w ise fo r record  la 
bels to p ick one release da te  and to stick w ith 
tha t date. U nderw ood , w ho  faced no album  
push backs, sold an astounding 5 2 7 ,0 0 0  units 
in its first week o f sales. Blige, a veteran w ho  
has open ly  accepted the title o f the Q ueen o f 
H ip-Hop Soul, sold 6 2 9 ,0 0 0  copies o f her lat
est LP G row ing  Pains (G effen). A lic ia  Keys'
As I Am (J Records), b rough t in the N e w  Year 
w ith a bang selling 7 2 4 ,0 0 0  copies in its first 
week and was also the subject to  no push 
backs. A lthough this is true o f these artists, it 
is obvious tha t w ith m inimal single success, an 
entire album  fo r the most p a rt w ill flop . W ith  
strong public ity, qua lity  music and p roduc
tion, music videos, am ple concerts, and rad io  
a irp lay , artist con easily experience success 
in album sales avo id ing  album push bocks. 
Supporting artists is equa lly  v iab le . Buying 
albums and avo id ing  dow n load ing  w ill result 
in you favorite  artists not d isappearing  into 
music's h istory books.
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minimal success in the summer 
o f 2 0 0 7

M ya  then released "Ri- 
d in '" ,  w hich actua lly  d id  gain 
success on B illboard 's  Hip-Hop 
& R&B charts. A fte r multiple 
push backs, M ya 's  Liberation 
(M otow n) was never released 
due to her departu re  from her 
record label M otow n Records. 
M any  popu la r artists have 
faced push backs fo r d iffe ren t 
reasons as w ell. Rapper Nas 
experienced album title issues, 
which became the overall 
reason fo r his push bock. R&B


