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CONSTRUCTION from page 1

D isa b ility  A c t ,  the C h estnut Library is a lso  

undergoing m inim al construction. In an effort 

to  m ak e  the n u rs in g  b u ild in g  m o re  w h e e l ­
chair  fr iend ly , F S U  w i l l  create  a courtyard  

w here the narrow sidew alk  that ran alongside  

the SB E  used  to be. A  beautification project is 

being incorporated into these changes.
“For on e  thing, it w ill beautify the cam pus. 

Students w il l  be  able  to sit d o w n  and enjoy  

the scenery,” said H arold M iller, F S U ’s proj­

ect manager.
U n iversity  architect, R udy Cardenas, feels  

this w il l  generate  m ore activ ity  b e tw een  the  

nursing bu ild ing and library.
“It’s g o in g  to create a w o w  factor. A estheti­

ca lly  it ’s g o in g  to  im prove the sight. It’s g o ­
ing to create an outdoor socia l i2̂ t io n  p lace ,” 

said Mr. Cardenas.
T he L ily  G ym nasiu m , w h ich  has been un ­

dergoing renovation since the end o f  the 2011  

spring sem ester, is scheduled to reopen by the 

end o f  this year, said G en e Cottrell, d irector  

o f  facilities administration/budget.
Mr. C o ttre ll is  hap p y  that th e  g y m  w i l l  

soon  be open to students.
“It is a very  v ersa tile  p la ce , and it h a sn ’t 

been usable for a w h ile . B ut hop efu lly  it w ill  

be now ,” said Mr. Cottrell.
The next project w ill  be R enaissance  Hall, 

F S U ’s n ew est resid en ce  hall. W ith three sto ­
ries, a m edia  room , recreation room  and study 

area. T he n e w  dorm itory w ill  be  larger than  

N e w  R esidence  Hall.
Mr. M iller  said it is estim ated to be 82 ,3 0 0
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square feet and w ill  house 338 students. M ost 

o f  the room s w ill  be double occupancy, w ith  

tw o  students per bath area. The hall w ill  also  

o ffer  su ite s  that h o u se  up to  four students. 
T h e se  su ite s  w i l l  be  s im ila r  to  U n iv e r s ity  

P la ce  A p artm ents, in w h ic h  ea ch  occu pant  

w ill  have  a s in g le  room  to  th em se lv es . The  

o n ly  d ifference  is that students w il l  have  to 

share a bath w ith  o n ly  one  other student in ­
stead o f  two.

T hese projects are seen  as the un iversity ’s 
w a y  o f  m o v in g  forw ard  and b r in g in g  the  

cam pus closer  to F S U ’s v ision  statement.
“It sh o w s progress w ith  the cam pus,” said  

Mr. Cardenas. “It’s recruiting students. It’s a 

great thing.”
Students have probably noticed  the c h ^ g e  

in parking availab ility . T he fen ces  b lo ck in g  

certain w a lk w a y s have  in co n v en ien ced  both  

students and faculty.
D u e  to construction, be sure to take notice  

to  the m any areas that are off-lim its. T his in­
c lu d es the w a lkw ays w here the p lots u sed  to  

b e  and the s idew alk  that connects the nursing  

b u ild in g  to  the library. Parking lots M , A H , 
G , E and W  are c losed  until further notice. In 

lu ly  F S U  sent an em ail to students, faculty, 
and sta ff  detailing h o w  parking has been  re­

assigned.
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Construction work occurring between the Chestnut Library, SBE and Butler build­
ing.

“T hey sh ou ld  have  had it fin ish ed  before  

sc h o o l started  so  park in g  w o u ld  be m ore  

available,” said A lbert Forster, F S U  facilities  

m anagem ent em ployee.
Mr. Forster fe e ls  that som e o f  the parking  

closures are unnecessary, such as a portion o f  

the circle in front o f  Bronco Hall. Others feel 
that parking is more available to construction

w orkers than to students and faculty.

A lthough  students saw  tuition h ikes for the 

2 0 1 1 -2 0 1 2  year, those extra funds are not be­
ing u sed  for the projects. T he co st for all o f  

F S U ’s current construction projects w ere paid 

for by state funding that w as allocated by the 

state legislature several years ago.
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