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“40 Years is Long Enough”

By Francena Turner

The surv iv ing  m em bers  o f  
the  “ W i lm in g to n  10” w an t 
G overnor  Beverly Purdue to 
issue them a pardon  o f  inno
cence and they need your help!

O n  S e p t e m b e r  5 , 2 0 1 2 ,  
F S U ’s T ech n o lo g y  A ssis ted  
Legal Instruction and Servic
es Center (TA LIAS) allowed 
both FSU students and people 
in the surrounding community 
to be a part o f  a web roundta
ble on the topic based at North 
C aro l ina  Centra l University , 
and inc lud ing  s tuden ts  from 
E lizabeth  City State U n iv er 
sity, Winston Salem State Uni
versity, and Fayetteville State 
University. The panel includ
ed host Attorney Irving Joyner, 
R everend  B en jam in  C havis ,  
Rev. K o jo  N a n ta m b u ,  Judy 
Mack (daughter o f  Anne Shep
pard Turner, the only w om an
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and the only white member of 
the Wilmington 10), and Attor
ney James Ferguson.

The Wilmington 10, consist
ing o f  nine young black men 
and one white w om an, were 
a group o f  activists who were 
im prisoned  after  being c o n 
victed o f  setting a Wilmington, 
NC grocery store on fire in 
1971 and conspiring to shoot 
at police officers.

“Two years prior (1968-69) 
they c lo sed  dow n the b lack 
h ig h  sc h o o l  and  m a d e  the  
b lack students  attend one o f  
the tw o w hite  h igh  schools. 
T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e re  an g ry .  
There were few black teachers 
or counselors .  They m ade it 
hard for black student athletes 
to play [sports]. There was no 
black history taught. Students 
protested for equitable repre
sentation. The school refused

to hear us. We decided to not 
go to school [in protest],” Nan
tambu stated. N antam bu was 
one o f  the organ izers  o f  the 
protest and was not jailed with 
the young people involved in 
the pardon request.

C h a v is ,  w h o  is n o w  the  
President and CEO o f  the Hip 
Hop Action Summit, says that 
he was a “veteran in the civil 
rights movement” at the time 
and w ent to W ilm ington  on 
February 1, 1971 to assist the 
protesters at the request o f  the 
United Church o f  Christ Com
mission on Racial Justice.

W hile o rgan iz ing  the p ro 
testers and contacting various 
authorities to try to garner pro
tection for the students, Chavis 
said the v io lence  increased. 
Several students were shot or 
verbally attacked. When white 
students decided not to attend 
school either, the violence hit a 
fever pitch.

“They didn’t do it in support 
o f  our efforts, they said i f  the 
[blacks] w eren’t going to go, 
they weren’t either” Nantambu 
recalled. That weekend result
ed in several fires, shootings, 
and fire bombings.

T h e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  16 
y oung  people  w ere arrested  
and eventually 10, the W ilm
ington 10, w ere tried for the 
bom bing  o f  M ike 's  G rocery  
Store.

In a series o f  quest ionable  
trials, all 10 w ere convicted , 
sentenced to a sum total o f  242 
years, and served prison time. 
In 1977, Amnesty International 
declared them “ political pris
oners o f  consciousness” . This 
was significant because it had 
never happened in the United 
States. By 1980, the co n v ic 
tions were overturned and they 
were released from prison.

On M ay 17. 2012 . the re 
m a i n i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  
W ilm ington 10 (four are d e 
ceased) petitioned G o vernor  
Bev P u rd u e  to  g ra n t  th e m  
p a rd o n s  o f  in n o c e n c e .  A c 
cording to the North Carolina 
Department o f  Corrections, a 
pardon o f  innocence is granted 
when an individual has been 
co n v ic te d  and  the  c r im in a l  
charges are subsequently d is 
missed. A pplica tion  for this 
type o f  Pardon allows an indi
vidual to petition the Governor 
for a declaration o f  innocence 
when the individual has been 
erroneously convicted and im
prisoned and later determined 
to be innocent. In such cases 
where this Pardon is granted, 
an in d iv id u a l  is a l lo w e d  to 
seek com pensa tion  from the 
state.

C h av is  s ta ted  the  g ro u p ’s 
focus is to get the ir  pardon. 
Compensation is not their fo 
cus at this time. Ferguson, the

original attorney for the Wilm-, 
ington 10, emphasized that the ' 
pardon request is at Governor 
P u rd u e ’s discretion. He said. 
“The process is fluid, it would 
rea l ly  he lp  i f  those  familiar 
w ith the case  and the pardon 
reques t  con tac ted  the gover
n o r ’s office and indicated that 
th e y  su p p o r t  i t .” Governor 
Purdue is not seeking re-elec
t ion  and w ill leave office in 
January 2013. I f  she does not 
a d d re s s  the  pard on  request, 
the group will have to start the 
p ro ce s s  o v e r  again  with the 
next governor 

N a n t a m b u ,  p r e s id e n t  of 
t h e  C h a r l o t t e  c h a p t e r  of 
the  N A A C P , ad ded  that all 
N A A C P  c h a p te r s  have pe
t i t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e .  F S U ’s 
N A A C P  P r e s i d e n t  T ia ra  
Walker can be reached at twai- 
ke20@broncos.uncfsu.edu

Contact information for 
Governor Bev Purdue:

Office of tfie Governor 
Constituent Services Office 

116 West Jones Street 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603!

Phone; (800) 662-7952 
(919)733-2391  

Fax:(919) 733-2120  

Email; governoroffice@nc.gov

Twitter: ©ncgovoffice 

Facebook; https://www. 
facebook.com/pages/Bev- ! 
Perdue/11552180685

SGA 
World Wide

By Jalynn Jones

Broncos have touched Indian and Chi
nese soil! A fte r  hav ing  tw o executive  
board members study abroad, Fayetteville 
State U n iv e rs ity ’s Student G overnm ent 
A ssocia tion  is o f f  to  a productive  start, 
and have decided to bring the global mind 
set back to FSU. SGA Executive Board 
m em bers  consis ting  o f  Jerm aine Coble, 
Jessica Norfleet, Tristin Rainey, and April 
Love traveled to Greenville, North Caro

lina on A ugust 24th through the 26th to 
collaborate  with the 17 m em bers  o f  the 
UNC school system to im plem ent better 
planning and service to the ir  respective 
student bodies. F S U ’s SGA will also be 
meeting N orth  Carolina Central U niver
s i ty ’s Student G o v ernm en t A ssocia tion  
at our first Football game o f  the year on 
September 1st. SGA Week is readily ap
proaching beginning on September 17th. 
The next senate meeting is on Wednesday, 
September 26th at 5 p.m. in the Rudolph 
Jones Student Center room 236. Feel free 
to come voice vour concerns.
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