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Poetic Underaround

Coursety o/bellogigglesxom
Underground Poetry scene from the moive She's All That.

By Nicholas Phlpps-Evans

“ P oetry  is an e x p re ss io n  and  a  w ay  o f  
e sc a p e ,”  sa id  Ju l ia n  G ran t,  F S U  s o p h o 

m o re ,  as  he  p re p a re d  to  re a d  h is  p o e m  
d u ring  the  first am ateu r  poetry  slam.

Ju lian  a nd  a  g roup  o f  s tuden ts, hosted  
a  p o e try  s la m  S ep t. 15 in B ro n c o  H all 

a s  a g a te w a y  to  a  h o p e fu l  p o e try  c lu b  

a t F S U . D u e  to  th e  s c h o o l- s p o n s o re d  

even ts  and the ir  restric tion  requirem ents, 

th e  ev e n t  w a s  c re a ted  to  a l lo w  s tu d en ts  
m ore  fi'eedom over th e ir  work.

“ 1 fee l l ik e  th e y  d o n ’t  a l lo w  e n o u g h  

f r e e d o m ,”  G ra n t  sa id . “A t th e se  p o e try  

nigh ts , y o u  can  only  say th is  w o rd  i f  you  

re a l ly  w a n t  to  e x p re ss  th is  o n e , o r  y o u  

c a n ' t  say  c e r ta in  p ro fan e  w o rd s  ju s t  be 
c a u s e  it i s n ’t so c ia lly  p o lite .  I f  y o u  feel 

like  say in g  m an  * r  th is  and all that, then  

it’s express ions , so i t’s appropria te .” 
M a rc u s  M o o re ,  a  c o - f o u n d e r  o f  th e  

even t,  e x p re ssed  th a t he  is tired  o f  h e a r 

in g  ‘in  o rd e r  to  be  a p o e t ,  o n e  m u s t . . . ’ 

an d  is lo o k in g  fo r  p e o p le  w h o  love  th e  

art, and  are w illing  to flood the room  with 
the ir  em otions.

“O ther o rgan iza tions  that utilize poetry 

only  utilize  rh y m e  schem es and  th ings  o f  

th a t n a tu re ,  w h e n  in ac tu a li ty ,  p o e try  is 

every th ing ,”  M oore  explained . “ It is w hat 
w e breathe, th ink , see, eat. I d o n ’t  have  to 

rh y m e  at all in o rd e r  to  e x p re ss  m y love 

o f  l ife , o r  w h y  I a m  sad , o r  e v en  w h y  I 
w an t to  fight.”

T h e re  w e re  o n ly  s e v e n  p e o p le  w h o  

a t t e n d e d  th e  “ s la m ,”  so  e a c h  s p e a k e r  

w a s  a b le  to  free ly  ex p re ss  h is /h e rse lf  in 

a b u n d an c e . T h e re  w e re  e v en  o p p o r tu n i 

tie s  w h e re  e a c h  s p e a k e r  g a th e re d  th e ir  

though ts ,  c o m p o se d  a p oem  on  the  spot, 

and  read  the  uned ited  v e rs ion  before  the 

audience.

O n e  s tu d en t 's  p o e m  d id  n o t tu rn  ou t 
exac tly  as  he  w a n ted  it,bu t he  exp ressed  

re lie f  w hen  those in a ttendance supported  

h im . T h e  c ro w d 's  ap p ro v a l h e lped  bu ild  

h is  con fid en c e  an d  p ro v id e d  a  c o m fo r t 

ab le  w o rk in g  en v iro n m en t.  W h e n  q u e s 

tioned  later, the  students  said, “ It is p retty  

cool no t hav ing  to  w orry  abou t everyone  

la u g h in g .  W e a re  a ll h e re  fo r  th e  sam e  
thing. T ha t com m ona lity  a lone  is enough  

to  m ake  m e w ant to  d o  this again .”

O n e  o f  th e  p e o p le  w h o  a t te n d ed  as a 

fo rm  o f  interest, O m ari L ucas-T hom as, a 

ju n io r  a t F ay e ttev il le  S ta te , ag re ed  w ith  
the  idea o f  s tarting  a  poetry  club.

“ I t ’s p re t ty  co o l to  h a v e  th is  u n d e r 

g ro u n d  p o e try  th in g  g o in g .  N o t  m a n y  
p eop le  o u r  age  take  the  tim e to  g a the r as 

fnends  and  read ,”  L ucas-T hom as said. “ I 
see  a  lot o f  p e o p le  w rite  a n d  w a it  until 

the  n ex t available  ta lent show  to  show  o f f  

th e ir  w o rk . T h e  rea l h e a r t  c o m e s  w h en  

y o u  a re  a m o n g  fn en d s ;  n o  regu la to rs , no 
p rize  on  the  line , and  y o u  c an  say  w h a t 

y o u  really  w an t to  say.”
M oore  is uncerta in  w h en  th e  nex t s lam  

w ill be, bu t said  tha t he  has  a lready  in iti

a ted  con tact w ith  the  som e o f  the  poe ts  at 
th e  school.

“ H o p e fu lly  w e  can  co n v in c e  th em  to  

b r in g  fr ien d s  as so o n  as p o s s ib le  so the  

c lu b  s ta y s  h o t ,” M o o re  sa id . “ E v e n tu 
a lly , it c an  tu rn  in to  a  s c h e d u le d  e v en t ,  

then  hopefu lly  an official c lub  here  at the 

schoo l.”
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Voting is our Weapon!!
By; Shlmere Truss and Jalynn Jones :

“ You h a v e  to  m ak e  a  co n n ec tio n  to  y o u r s e l f  and  y o u r  c o m m u n ity ,”  s a id  c o -fo u n d e r  o f  the 

B lank Panthers  B obby Seale  at an S G A  held  even t Sept 22.

S ea le  spoke  to  F S U  s tuden ts  abou t the  im p o rtan ce  o f  v o ic in g  th e ir  o p in io n s  as y o u n g  b lack  , 

A m erican s . T he  S G A  201 2 -2 0 1 3  m o tto ,  “ T h e  W orld  is Y .O .U .R .S .,  Y our O b je c t iv e :  U n ite  in j 
R aising  the  S tandard ,” collabora ted  to  bring  Seale  to  speak  d u rin g  th is  p ivo ta l e lection  y e a r  j 

C o v erag e  o f  th e  B lack  P a n th e r  party , in c lu d in g  d o c u m e n ta r ie s  and  b o o k s , h av e  fo rm u la ted  i 
a  g reat deal o f  negative  a tten tion  and d is to rted  the  tru th  ab o u t the  real B obby  S ea le , calling  h isj 

o rgan iza tion  v io len t and  ‘th u g g ish ’. A cco rd in g  to  S ea le , they  w e re  no t a  r io to u s  g ro u p  w ithou t 

reason. They only shot w eapons w hen they w ere  ta rgeted  o r  w h e n  racist a ttackers  unlaw fully  beat 
som eone. j

B obby  Seale  grew  up  w ith  a fa the r w ho  w a s  a  c a rp en te r  an d  by  the  tim e  S ea le  w as  18 y e a r s , 

o ld , he w as a m athem atic ian  and a w ell-d isc ip lined  architect. H e e v en  ex c la im ed  tha t before  he 

ev er  heard  M alco lm  X  speak , he  w as  h igh ly  in sp ired  by th e  sp e e c h  g iv en  by  the  late D r  Rev.' 

M artin  L u ther K ing  J r  D iscip lined  by X  and inspired  by K ing, he  h e lped  bu ild  the  B lack  PantherJ 

Party w ith  the  ob jec tive  to end ins titu tiona lized  racism . Sea le  qu it his  e n g in e e r in g  jo b  o f  three  

years  and  partnered  w ith  the  late H uey N ew ton  to  fo rm  a po w erfu l  m ili tan t o rgan iza tion . W ith  ■ 

a 10-point p la tform  program , the B lack  Panther Party  s tressed  the  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  pu rpose  in a 
pow erfu l m ovem ent. ^

S tressing  the im portance o f  being  inform ed, re ta in ing  h istory and kn o w in g  the  law, Seale  spoke 

to  the  F S U  fam ily  w ith  au tho rity  e x c la im in g . “ E lec to ra l  e m p o w erm e n t  is th e  m o s t  p ro fo u n d  ^  - 
necessity .” ' f

Seale  a lso  poin ted  ou t the m is lead ing  tactics and  dicet o f  the  co rpo ra te  politician . A n open  fo

rum  w as held so that audience m em bers w ere  able to  ask  questions to  Seale  and a  panel, including  

D r  S tanley Johnson  and D r  Tom  H ennessey  both  w h o m  spec ia lize  in A fn c a n  A m erican  studies.

Voice Photo Bv Zarcharv Johnson 
L-R: Bobby Seale (founder of the Black Panthers), Cimmeon Q. Terry (con
tributor to the Voice) with Seale's book Seize The Time.
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T hey say...

T h e y  say  I ’v e  ch an g ed  bu t w h e n  1 look  in th e  m ir ro r  I still 
look the  sam e 

W hen  I listen to  m e ta lk  I still sound  the  sam e 

W h en  1 lo o k  in to  m y h ear t it still b ea ts  and  fee ls  the  sam e  
w ay

O nly  th ing  that changed  about m e is m y  m entality  
T hey say I ta lk  w hite 

T hey say I act d ifferent 

T hey say I th ink  I ’m  be tte r th an  them  

I say  no  I 'm  n o t w h ite  ju s t  b e ca u se  I ta k e  in  m y edu ca tio n  
and w isdom  and m ake  it know ledge  

T h e y  say  I 'm  n o t w h o  I use  to  be  a n d  y e a  th a t  tru e  th a t ’s 
called  m aturity

Instead  o f  acting  ignorant like yo u  and y o u r c rew  
T h a t’s n ev er  been  cu te  to m e 

To low er m y m y s e l f  ju s t  to  fit in 

I n ev er  though t I w as  be tte r than  u

You ju s t  d ec ided  to  stay back  and  do  no th ing  and  u expected  

m e  to  do  the  sam e  as you 

S o  m e  be in g  be tte r than  u is ju s t  a  f igm ent o f  y o u r  im ag in a 

tion  as though  I ow e som eth ing  

W hen  at the  end  o f  the  day the  only  one that ow es you  som e 

th ing  is you

You need  to  s top  w a iting  for handou ts  and be lieve  in you 

So m e try ing  to  better m y s e l f  d id n ’t change  m e 

It ju s t  changed  you

-Brittany Warren


