
By Brandon Davis

I o say  new head football 
: coach  Lawrence Kershaw 
has big goals for Fayetteville 
S ta te 's  football program is an 
u n d e rs ta te m e n t  comparable 

? to  saying a lion is a cat.
f .

' Both claims are true, yes, bu t it 
ju s t  doesri t  quite  cap tu re  the  

j. whole picture.
; An All- Conference lineman 
who sp e n t  part  of his 

|co lleg ia te  career  playing for 
|CIAA rival Virginia S ta te ,  coach 
gKershaw has already won a 
ico n fe ren ce  championship 
io n c e  before  in th e  1 7 years 
h e 's  been  coaching football, 
b u t  he has bigger plans for 
FSU.

Kershaw is th e  1 5 th  head man 
in th e  schooF s history and 
even  though  he 's  barely been 
on cam pus for a month, even 
spending a sho r t  am ount of 
t im e in his p resence  will make

o, th e  man th a t  you were hired to  replace (Coach Kenny 
Phillips) had been th e  head coach for the  p as t  1 3 seasons and 
led us to  a Division II national playoff game as recently as 2009 . 
What! s it like to  fulfi II a position of a man who was so well- 
re sp ec ted  on this cam pus?

As I s t a te d  a t  my welcoming press conference, 1 have a lot of 
re sp e c t  for Coach Phillips and what he did for this program. 1 
w en t against  him a couple of tim es as a young coordinator while 
I was a t  Virginia S ta te  and I w atched him from afar develop this 
program and I th o u g h t  he did a g rea t  job. When this job became 
available t h a t  s why I applied for it. His prior success  proved to  
me th a t  this was a place you could g e t  things done and win. It 
was proven by him.
I know th e  CIAA conference  well and th e re  was a point in time 
when [FSUJwasri t  a very good program. They were th e  team  
you w anted  to  play for homecoming [laughs]. But as long as th e  
administration is behind this football program, which I know it is, 
th en  yoii ve g o t  a good chance to  g e t  things done here.

^ h a t  was your reaction to  being hired?
I didri t  ce leb ra te  to o  much. I mean obviously I was happy 
b ecau se  I had reached a lifetime goal of mine bu t  I really

[wanted] to  [get]  s tra ight to  work. You know, us coaches, 
we kind of have a "24  hour rule". Yoii ve only go t  2 4  hours to  
e ither enjoy a victory, or g e t  over a loss, and then  you have

you swear he 's  been bleeding 
Bronco blue blood his whole 
life.

He speaks of national 
powerhouses like Oregon and 
Texas A&M when he reaches 
for analogies to  use when 
explaining his wide- open, 
spread offense, he admits 
he already has a game or 
two circled on next season 's  
schedule and calmly exudes 
th a t  he didri t  just  take  the  
head coaching job to  win 
gam es and turn around the  
program, but rather to  make 
history. You have to  believe 
coach Kershaw talks with such 
confidence because he has a 
resume to  back it up. f

The Voice s a t  down with t
K ershaw asa  way to  welcome  ̂
him to  FSU and also as an 
ongoing series to  spotlight 
athletics, and o ther leaders 
am ongst  th e  Broncos family.

to  move on to  th e  next thing. This is a non- stop, everyday 
profession where th e re 's  always something yoil ve go t  to  
do [to be successful].

My ultimate goal was always to  be a head coach. This will 
be my 18 th  season  coaching and everything f ve done 
in th o se  pas t  1 8 years was in preparation for this, f ve 
worked with and learned from som e g rea t  head coaches. I 
took  n o tes  from them . 1 go to  [coaching] clinics all th e  time 
and I listen to  o ther  head coaches speak on th e  various 
things th ey  re doing with their programs. So if s a lot of 
information gathering and working to  put your own stam p 
on a program.

^ o e s  th a t  mean yoii re approaching this job like a 
challenge? I mean, does it seem  like a major obstacle  to  

rebuild this program?

My goal is to  build th e  Broncos' football program into a 
national championship program. T hat s my goal, to  lead 
us to  tha t .  I was glad Winston- Salem S ta te  made it to  the  
championship because  it did a lot for our conference. 
(Note. Fellow CIAA conference member Winston Salem- 
S ta te  reached this p as t  2 0 1 2  seasori s Div II National 
championship game, ultimately falling to  Valdosta S ta te  
35- 7). It also did a lot for HBCLT s, but I also was glad th a t  
they  lost because  MY goal is to  lead a HBCU to  a national 
championship win [laughs] .The only one to  ever do it was 
Florida A&M back in 19 7 8  and it hasri t  been done since. My 
goal is to  g e t  this program to  th a t  gam e and make history 
by winning it.

ve only been in the  position for th ree  weeks and 
National Signing day was Feb 6th. What type  of recruits

were you able to  bring in in such a short  am ount of time?


