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Editorial

2nd
By: Ules Asbel  1 and 

J e n n i f e r  Anderson

To i o p r e a s e  t he  p u b l i c ' s  
awar ene ss  of  l i t e r a c y  needs  
in Wayne County ,  UCC's 
L i t e r a c y  Cen t e r  of  the  
C o n t i n u i n g  Edu ca t i on  
Depar tment  h e l d  a L i t e r a c y  
Awareness  Week A p r i l  5 - 12 .

Marie  Ba r nes ,  D i r e c t o r  
of  L i t e r a c y  E d u c a t i o n ,  
s a i d ,  "I hope i t  w i l l  be an 
annual  e v en t  t h a t  we can 
in vo lv e  more of  t he  coramun- 
i t y  in each y e a r . "

Beginn ing  A p r i 1 5 ,  a 
d i s p l a y  in B e r k e l e y  Mall 
showed v a r i o u s  s e r v i c e s  of  
the  Li t e r a c y  C e n t e r .

Then the  L i t e r a c y  
Ce n t e r  h e l d  an Open House 
on A p r i l  9 a s  a way t o  a c 
q u a i n t e d  the  p u b l i c  w i th  
t he  c e n t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  and 
s e r v i c e s  to  t he  community.

On T hur s da y ,  A p r i l  11,  
t he  Founda t i on  of  Wayne 
Community Co l l ege  s p on s o r e d  
"The A r t s  And L i t e r a c y  in 
Concer t*  a s  p a r t  of  i t s  
involvement  in L i t e r a c y  

Week.
Held in t he  WCC 

A ud i to r i um a t  7 :30  p . m . ,  
the  c o n c e r t  f e a t u r e d  
p e r f o rm a nc es  and a r t  by 
members of  Nor th  C a r o l i n a ' s  
V i s i t i n g  A r t i s t  Program.

WCC v i s i t i n g  a r t i s t  and 
j a z z  v o c a l i s t  Chinyere  
Nnenna F r e e l o n  sang 
o r i g i n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n s ,  
" G a e a ' s  Garden* and 
"Changed.*

wins Job
By: J u l i e  Weidner

Las t  q u a r t e r  Maggie 
Minchew, WCC s t u d e n t  t a k i n g  
Math 161,  Fundamental  
Concep t s  of  Math,  was ap 
p r oache d  by A nn e t t e  
Hawkins,  her  i n s t r u c t o r  in 
the  c o u r s e .

*Gaea ' s  Garden , "  a song 
about  Mother  E a r t h ,  p o r 
t r a y s  a w or ld  t h a t  no t  on ly  
h a r b o r s  l i f e ,  bu t  a l s o  i s  
a l i v e  in he r  own r i g h t :  

"Welcome, t o  G a e a ' s  
Garden /  Welcome,  make 
y o u r s e l f  a t  home/ I f  
you p l a y  in G a e a ' s  
Ga r den /  Y o u ' l l  know, 
s h e ' s  no t  made of  
s t o n e " .

The l y r i c s  of  "Changed* 
dea l  w i t h  t he  c o n s t a n t  
changes  l i f e  b r i n g s :

*I am changed in my 
p a s s a g e /  I am c h an g ed /  
T h e r e ' s  a s i g n  in the  
w a t e r /  I am c ha nge d /  
T h e r e ' s  a moon high  
above me/  And i t  l i g h t s  
my d i s c o v e r y /  Th a t  in 
my p a s s a g e ,  in the 
d a r k n e s s /  I am 
ch a n g e d * .

In a d d i t i o n  t o  p e r 
fo rmi ng  in the  c o n c e r t ,  
F r e e l o n  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  the  
o t h e r  a r t i s t s :  John Wood, 
t u b a ;  Eugene J o n e s ;  
c l a r i n e t ,  b a r i t o n e  P h i l l i p  
S t o v a l l ,  s op r an o  L i s a  
D o l l y h i g h ,  and l i t e r a r y  
a r t i s t  Michael  P a r k e r ,  a l l  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  in the  
V i s i t i n g  A r t i s t  program.

On d i s p l a y  in t he  a t r i u m  
were works  by two v i s i t i n g  
a r t i s t s ,  Emily W ei n s t e i n  
and Norma B r a d l e y ,  and 
p h o t o g r a g h s  of  the  b r i c k  
s c u l p t u r e s  of  WCC a r t  
i n s t r u c t o r  P a t r i c i a  

T u r l i  n g t o n .

She a s ked  Minchew to  
w r i t e  an e d i t o r i a l  abou t  
the  Nor th  Dr ive  Fami ly 
E du ca t i on  Program which 
Hawkins r e a d  abou t  in the  
News-Argus .

Hawkins s a i d  t h a t  the  
a s s i gn me n t  would count  a s  
1 of  10 h o u r s  s t u d e n t s  must  
spend o b s e r v i n g  in e l emen
t a r y  c l a s s r o o m s .

cont inued on page 9

By: Maggie Minchew 
WCC s t u d e n t

I thank b e e i n  abel  t o  
r e e d  an r i t e  i s  ve ry  b e s t  
cuz i t s '  so  f u n .  The re  i s  
not  no buddy who kan t  l e r n  
how. t h e r e  i s  l o t s  of  
p ee p l e  who want  t o  l e r n  but  
t h e r e  s c a r t  of  i t . IF 
everywun in the  w or ld  kood 
r e e d  then nowun woold f i l l  
dumm.

The above l i n e s  d e p i c t  
a s i l e n t  t r a g e d y  which i s  
sweeping a c r o s s  our n a t i o n  
t od a y .

I t  i s  no t  the  s o r t  of 
t r a g e d y  t h a t  we f r e q u e n t l y  
hea r  about  on n a t i o n a l  
news.

Y e t ,  in t h i s  age of  
advanced t e c h n o l o g y ,  w i th  
push b u t t o n  answers  f o r  so 
many p rob le ms ,  i t  l u r k s  in 
bo th  c i t i e s  and r u r a l  a r e a s  
t h r ou gh o u t  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

I t  a f f e c t s  young and o l d  
peo p l e  a l i k e .

I t  d i s a b l e s  many i n d i 
v i d u a l s  from l e a d i n g  happy 
and p r o d u c t i v e  l i v e s .

I t  r e s u l t s  in f e e l i n g s  
of  h e l p l e s s n e s s  and s e l f 
d e f e a t  .

T h i s  t r a g e d y  i s  i l l i t e r 
ac y ,  and the  number of  
peo p l e  a f f e c t e d  by i t  i s  
a s t o n i s h i n g .

A r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  p r i n t e d  
in t he  Goldsboro  News Argus 
r e v e a l e d  the  f a c t  t h a t  in 
the  Un i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a lmos t  
h a l f  of  the  a d u l t  p o p u l a 
t i o n  25 y e a r s  of  age and 
o l d e r  has  not  r e c e i v e d  a 
high school  d ip l oma .

Twenty f i v e - t o  t we n t y -  
s even  m i l l i o n  Amer icans  
y e a r l y  a r e  deemed f u n c t i o n 
a l l y  i 1 1 i t e r a t e .

Wi thout  the  b a s i c  s k i l l s  
of  r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g ,  
peop l e  a r e  unab l e  to  
f u n c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  in 
t o d a y ' s  s o c i e t y .

I t  i s  of  the  u tmost  
impor tance  f o r  everyone  to  
l e a r n  the fundamenta l  
s k i 11s  of  r e a d i n g  and 
w r i t i n g  which a r e  the 
b u i l d i n g  b l o c k s  f o r  f u t u r e  
s u c c e s s  in ev er y  a r e a  of 
l ife.

How sad  i t  i s  t h a t  so 
many human b e i n g s  t oday  a r e  
unab l e  t o  r e a d  a menu or  
t he  d i r e c t i o n s  on a med i 
c i n e  b o t t l e .

P a r e n t s  who canno t  r e a d  
t o  t h e i r  smal l  c h i l d r e n  
d e p r i v e  t he ms e lv es  a s  wel l  
a s  t h e i r  y o u n g s t e r s  of  the  
chance t o  e x p l o r e  our  wor ld  
and d i f f e r e n t  r ea l m s  of  
imagi n a t  i o n .

I I 1 i t e r a c y  i s  a s i  l e n t  
t r a g e d y  because  i t  o f t e n  
goes  u n n o t i c e d .

Many people  a r e  ashamed 
t o  admi t  t h a t  t he y  canno t  
r e a d .

S t i 11 o t h e r s  1 ive in 
agony,  p r e t e n d i n g  t h a t  t hey  
c a n .

L i t e r a c y  i s  no l o n ge r  
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  on ly  a s e l e c t  
few.

Dur ing the  p a s t  few 
y e a r s ,  many programs have 
been l aunched  in o r d e r  to  
make the  f u nd a m e n t a l s  of  
r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g  a v a i l 
a b l e  t o  e ve r yon e .

When our n a t i o n  becomes 
a c o u n t r y  f  i 11ed wi th 
l i t e r a t e ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
p e o p l e ,  a d r a s t i c  change 
wi l l  more than l i k e l y  take  
p l a c e  wi t h i n  our  s o c i e t y .

Pa r t i c i pa n t s  in the program take a bow: (1 to r )
Eugene Jones,  Michael Parker ,  John Wood, Lisa Dollyhigh,  
and Nnenna Freelon.  Photo: Wes Asbell
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