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Sherman leads 
students to PLC
By DIANNA DEBEUEC

P r o g r a m m a b l e  Lo g i c  
C o n t r o l l e r s  <PLCs>,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  Becky 
Sh e r ma n ,  i n s t r u c t o r  in 
t h e  Eng i n e e r  i ng 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  i s  a 
t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  h a s  
been  a r o u n d  s i n c e  t h e  
mi;dd]e 1 9 6 0 s .

\ ' T h e  PLC i s  a  m i n i 
c o m p u t e r  . wh I ch r e c e i v e s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m o t h e r  
m a c h i n e s  a nd  t h e n  s e n d s  
s i g n a l s  t o  s u r r o u n d i n g  
mach i n e s .

Be c a u s e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  
manu-f ac  t u r  i ng have  
r e p l a c e d  c o m p u t e r s  w i t h  
t h i s  new t e c h n o l o g y ,  
WCC^s E n g i n e e r i n g  
D e p a r t m e n t  i s  k e e p i n g  
p a c e  by i n c o r p o r a t i n g  
PLCs in i t s  c u r r i c u l u m .

The PLC p r o g r a m ,  new 
t o  WCC, w i l l  be t a u g h t  
one t i me  a  y e a r  in t h e  
s p r i n g  q u a r t e r .

The c l a s s  i s  l i m i t e d  
t o  a maximum o f  10 
s t u d e n t s  b e c a u s e  o-f 
s p a c e ,  c a p a c i t y ,  a nd  
s c h e d u l i n g  c o n f l i c t s .

Sherman s a i d  t h a t  
a d v a n c e d  e n g i n e e r i n g  
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be t h e  
■ f i r s t  t o  g e t  t h e  
c o u r s e .

The  c o u r s e ,  c o n s i s t 
i ng  o-f t h r e e  l e c t u r e  
h o u r s  a nd  two l a b  
h o u r s ,  c a r r i e s  -four 
h o u r s  o-f c r e d i  t .

For  s t u d e n t s  t o  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  -for t h e  
c o u r s e ,  t h e y  mus t  h a v e  
a l r e a d y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  
B a s i c  D i g i t a l  L o g i c  
Se r  i e s  .

The s e r i e s  c o n s i s t s  
o-f Di gi  t a l  Logi  c 
F u n d a m e n t a l s ,  Comput e r  
E l e c t r o n i c s ,  a nd  M i c r o 
p r o c e s s o r s .

The PLC c o u r s e  i s  a 
n o n - r e q u i r e d  e l e c t i v e  
f o r  e n g i n e e r i n g  
s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  i t  i s  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  
m a i n t e n a n c e  s t u d e n t s .

The p r o g r a m  was  
a d d e d  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  
upon t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  
t h e  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l ,  
wh i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  l o c a l  
e n g i n e e r s ,  a l l  e x p e r t s  
in t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  
f f e l d ;  Dean C l i n e ,  Bob 
B r u n s ,  A1 H u e t t ,  Kenny 
K t r k ,  F r a n k  R a l e y ,  and  
Kipp Brcftjn.

S t a n d a r d  P r o d u c t s ,  a 
l o c a l  cOTipany,  u s e s  t h e  
PLC t o  ke e p  c o n s t a n t  
t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  of  t h e  
mo l d e d  r u b b e r  f o u n d  
a r o u n d  windoi-j ,  d o o r ,  
and  w i n d s h i e l d  s e a l s  in 
c a r s .

Kerr speaks 
to government class

By BRENDA ANNAL

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  John  
K e r r  s p o k e  t o  s t u d e n t s  
i n  B e t t y  J a n e  T u r n e r ' s  
A m e r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  
Go v e r n me n t  c l a s s  
O c t o b e r  1 0 t h  a b o u t  t h e  
w o r k i n g s  of  t h e  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  S e n a t e  and  
Legi  s i a t u r e .

K e r r  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  N o r t h  

J C a r o l i n a ' s  economy,
1 e d u c a t i o n ,  a nd  u n -  

emp1oymen t .
K e r r  s a  i d he i s  

i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Wayne 
C o u n t y  a nd  e s p e c i a l l y  
in t h e  g r o w t h  o f  Wayne 
Communi ty  C o l l e g e  .

The  s t a t e  r a i s e d  
$ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  
f u n d s ,  some o f  wh i c h  
h e l p e d  s a v e  WCC and  
o t h e r  c ommuni t y  c o l -  
1e g e s .

K e r r  i s  d i s a p p o i n t e d  
t h a t  e v e n  w i t h  t h i s  
money ,  WCC's campus  h a s  
n o t  be e n  c o m p l e t e d .

When a  s t u d e n t  a s k e d  
a b o u t  un e mp l o y me n t  in 
N o r t h  Ca r o l  i n a ,  K e r r  
s a i d  he f e l t  u n d e r 
e m p l o y m e n t ,  n o t  u n 
e m p l o y m e n t ,  i s  t h e  r e a l  
p r o b l e m .

K e r r  be 1 i e v e s  mos t  
p e o p l e  in N o r t h  C a r o 
l i n a  a r e  o v e r q u a l i f i e d  
f o r  t h e i r  j  o b s .

He comment ed  t h a t  
h i s  J o b  i s  a l w a y s  in 
j e o p a r d y  s i n c e  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body  i s  r e 
e l e c t e d  e v e r y  two y e a r s  
w i t h  a  25 p e r c e n  t 
t u r n o v e r .

K e r r  s a i d  he h a s  been  
v o t e d  i n t o  o f f i c e  3 
t i m e s  s o  f a r ,  and  he 
h o p e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  
s e r v i n g  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .

H i s  p a r  t  i ng adv i c e  
f o r  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r 
a t i o n :  "Cut  t h e  damn
T . U.  o f f  a n d  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  be b e t t e r  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . "

A&P P a r t s ,  a l s o  a  
l o c a l  i n d u s t r y ,  u s e s  
t h e  PLC t o  mon i t o r  
r o b o t i c  a r m s  o f  
m a c h i n e s  t h a t  b e n d  
t a i l p i p e s  f o r  m u f f l e r s  
t o  e x a c t  a n g l e s .

The PLC can  a l s o  be 
■found in some b o w l i n g  
a1 1 e y s .

H e r e ,  t h e  PLC may be 
u s e d  t o  s e t  up b o w l i n g  
p i n s ,  keep  s c o r e  on t h e  
e l e c t r o n i c  s c o r e  b o a r d ,  
and  d i s t r i b u t e  b o w l i n g  
b a l 1s  on t h e  bal  1 
r e t  u r  n .

t h e  b u d g e t  a l l o w s ,  
Sherman wi l l  push  t o  
g e t  t h e  PLC p r o g r a m  
t a u g h t  e v e r y  q u a r t e r .
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