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H i l i t a r x  d o n o r s  a w a i t  t h e i r  t u r n  t o  g iv e  b lo o d  s a n p l e s .
PHOTOS: BRENDA MCCARTY

Marrow drive attracts 
150 volunteers

Kaxdene Dean ( 1 ) ,  c i v i l i a n  d o n o r ,  g i v e s  3 t e s t  t u b e s  of b lo o d .

By BRENDA MCCARTY

On Sunday, March 2 2 ,  
1992,  152 v o l u n t e e r s  
responded to  a bone 
marrow b lood  d r i v e  h e ld  
in the A t r iu m  o-f the LC 
B u i l d i n g  -for D iana  
Dunham from 1 2 -6  p .m.

Dunham, a -former UlCC 
n u rs in g  s t u d e n t ,  
l e a r n e d  she had 
le uke m ia  in J u l y  1991 .

She now u r g e n t l y  
needs a bone marrow  
t ra n s p  1 an t .

Dunham c o n t a c t e d  
Debbie  Lamm, a Red 
Cross p h e r e s i s  
c o n s u l t a n t ,  about  
s e t t i n g  up a bone 
marrow b lood  d r i v e  a t  
UCC.

Lamm, a 1971 WCC 
g r a d u a t e ,  began her own 
crusade f o r  bone marrow  
donors when her husband 
K e l l y  was d iagnosed  
wi th  1eukemi a .

P r i o r  to  the  WCC 
b lood  d r i v e ,  Dunham and 
Lamm a r r a n g e d  f o r  an 
e d u c a t io n a l  seminar  on 
March 1 1 -1 2  f o r  
p o t e n t i a l  bone marrow  
donors in the H e a l th  
and Sc ience  B u i l d i n g .

I n t e r e s t e d  
p r o s p e c t i v e  dono rs  saw 
a f i l m  e x p l a i n i n g  the  
bone marrow t r a n s p l a n t  
p r o c e d u r e .

The s p e a k e r ,  Ann 
L i t t l e  from Lucama,  
spoke on her  r e c e n t  
e x p e r ie n c e  in d o n a t in g  
bone marrow.

Dunham c l o s e d  the  
semi nar wi th a 
q u e s t i o n - a n s w e r  p e r i o d .

Sin ce  the bone 
marrow b lood d r i v e ,  
Dunham''s 2 y ear  o ld  son 
A le x  has been t e s t e d  
and found to  have 5 out  
of  6 m a tc h in g  a n t i g e n s .

The Dunhams w i l l  go 
to the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
V i r g i n i a  i n  
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  on 
Monday, May 11,  1992 ,  
f o r  f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  to  
see i f  A l e x ' s  bone 
marrow w i l l  be com— 
pat  i b1e f o r  the  
t r a n s p I  a n t .

The bone marrow  
d r i v e  a t t r a c t e d  peop le  
f rom s u r ro u n d in g  a r e a s  
as we I 1 as 1 oca)  
c i t i z e n s ,  many of  whom 
were w i l l i n g  to  donate  
the ^60 t e s t i n g  f e e .

V a r i o u s  fund d r i v e s  
p a id  the fe e  f o r  100 
c i v i l i a n  v o l u n t e e r s .

Department  o f  
Defense funds  p a id  f o r  
52 mi 1 i t a r y  to  be 
t e s t e d .

Persons t e s t e d  w i l l  
have t h e i r  b lood  HLA-  
typed to  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  
a n t i g e n s ,  a substance  
which induces the  
fo r m a t  i on o f  an t i -  
bodi e s .

The l a b  r e s u l t s  a re  
then s t o r e d  in the  
N a t i o n a l  Marrow Donor 
Pro g ram 's  main 
computer .

A p r e l i m i n a r y  match  
i s  made and then 
a d d i t i o n a l  b lood  t e s t s  
a re  r e q u e s te d  in search  
o-f a “p e r f e c t  m a tc h ."

A p e r f e c t  match f o r  
Dunham means 6 a n t i g e n s  
f rom the donor match 6 
o-f h e r s .

Uayne Donalson (I) and Handy HcNally (r) from Havelock receive thanks 
and refreshments from MS6T Mark Uallace of the 191st Fighter 
Interceptor Squadron, friend of the Dunhams.

P r i o r  to  r e c e i v i n g  
the new marrow, Dunham 
w i l l  undergo a r i g o r o u s  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  chemo­
th e r a p y  and r a d i a t i o n  
to k i l l  h er own bone 
m arrow .

A f t e r  Dunham 
r e c e i v e s  the donated  
marrow, i t  w i l l  take  
about two weeks f o r  
ev idence  o f  a " g r a f t "  
which means her marrow  
has begun p ro d u c in g  new 
blood  cel  I s .
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CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT

GREAT SUMMER JOBS 
FOR GOOD PEOPLE

734-2111
NO FEES


