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O'Connor cites problems in government
By BRENDA MCCARTY

Paul  T .  O 'C o n n o r ,  
v i s i t i n g  s y n d i c a t e d  
j o u r n a l i s t ,  s a y s  t h a t  
t h e  N . C .  L e g i s l a t u r e  
s h o u l d  be a t t u n e d  more  
t o  th e  common p erso n  
and l e s s  to  b i g  
b u s i n e s s  and s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .

He spoke t o  UlCC and  
Wayne C o u n t r y  Day  
s t u d e n t s  on F r i d a y ,
Apr  i 1 1 0 ,  1 9 9 2 .

A member o-f th e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  P r e s s  
C o rp s ,  O 'C onnor  has h i s  
base o-f o p e r a t i o n s  in  
R a l e i g h ,  N . C .  wher e  he 
w o rk s  -for th e  C a p i t o l  
P r e s s  C o r p s .

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 5 - 6 0  
n ew spa pers  c a r r y  h i s  
c o l u m n .

O ' C o n n o r ,  a new s-  
wr i t e r  -for 15 1 / 2  
y e a r s ,  a l s o  does some 
- f r e e l a n c e  w r i t i n g  and  
t e a c h e s  a j o u r n a l i s m  
c o u rs e  a n n u a l l y  a t  LWC- 
Chapel  H i l l .

O 'C onnor  s t a t e d  t h a t  
w r i t i n g  - f r e e l a n c e  
e n a b l e s  him t o  b u i l d  a 
c o l l e g e  -fund -for h i s  9 -  
y e a r - o l d  s o n .

O ' C o n n o r ,  ask e d  t o  
s h a r e  the r a n g e  o-f h i s  
s a l a r y ,  r e p l i e d  t h a t  
annual  s a l a r i e s  o f  
j o u r n a l i  s t s  in the  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C a p i t o l  
P r e s s  Corps r a n g e d  -from 
♦ 2 2 - 4 5  t h o u s a n d .

O 'C o n n o r  t o l d  th e  
s t u d e n t s  in Eng 1 6 1 ,  
I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
J o u r n a l i s m ,  t h a t  he 
o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  
m a j o r  in l a n d s c a p e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  b u t  chose  
j o u r n a l i s m  i n s t e a d .

Born in New H aven ,  
C o n n e c t i c u t ,  he 
r e c e i v e d  h i s  u n d e r ­
g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  in  
A m e r ic a n  S t u d i e s  -from 
N o t r e  Dame U n i v e r s i t y  
and a m a s t e r ' s  in  
j o u r n a l i s m  -from th e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o-f M i n n e s o t a

O 'C onnor  s a i d  w h i l e  
he cha mp ions more o-f a 
1 i b e r a l  v i e w , he 
s u p p o r t s  P r o - L i - f e ,  
p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  
governm ent  p rogram s  a r e  
nee ded t o  a s s i s t  
m o t h e r s  and i n - f a n t s .

O 'C onnor  spoke o f  
G ov e rnor  M a r t i n  as a 
man o-f h o n o r ,  s c r u p l e s ,  
and m o r a l s ,  b u t  he 
dow n p la y e d  M a r t i n ' s  
e- f- fect  i v e n e s s  when 
compared w i t h  h i s  
p r e d e c e s s o r s .

*Ue need a h i g h  
q u a l i t y  p e r s o n  in s t a t e  
gov e rnm e nt  who i s  
b r i g h t ,  c o u r a g e o u s ,  and  
f a r s i g h t e d , "  s a i d  
O'Connor  .
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Journalisn students Dianna Oebevjc and Tood Howe listen to Paul O'Connor as 
they have posed.

O 'C onnor  f o r e s e e s  a 
pro b lem  w i t h  l e a d e r s  
who a r e  e i t h e r  u n a b l e  
or  u n w i l l i n g  t o  do 
a n y t h i n g  ab o u t  t h e s e  
c r u c i a l  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  
Nor th C a r o l i  n a .

Fur  t h e r m o r e ,
O 'C onnor  s a i d  t h a t  he 
w o u Id  l i k e  t o  see a 
mechanism w h ic h  w o u l d  
p r e v e n t  c u r r e n t  
l e g i s l a t u r e  f ro m  
u n d o in g  th e  work o f  
p r e v i o u s  l e g i s l a t u r e s .

he responds to questions
PHOTO; Liz Meador

O 'C onnor  f e e l s  t h a t  
t h e  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m s  
f a c i n g  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  
in the  n e x t  decade a r e  
h e a l t h  c a r e ,  i m p ro v e ­
m ents  in e d u c a t i o n ,  
r a c i a l  c o n c e r n s ,  c r i m e  
and d r u g  p r o b l e m s .

Sp/7/ sX\\\ 
plagues

B y : Mar t  i n Cox

A f t e r  n e a r l y  3  y e a r s  
th e  o i l  sp i 11 t h a t  
o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  th e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  
L e a r n i n g  R e s o u r c e s  
C e n t e r  <LRC> B u i l d i n g  
on th e  N o r t h  Campus 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  be a  
hea dache f o r  schoo l  
o f f  i c i a l  s .

A c o n t r a c t o r  
a c c i d e n t a l l y  c u t  an o i l  
l i n e  d u r i n g  th e  f a l l  o-f 
1 9 8 7 .

I t  was c u t  a g a i n  
dur  i ng th e  i n i t i a l  
r e p a i  r .

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  
c o l l e g e  has bo rn e  th e  
b r u n t  o f  t h e  c o s t s  
i n v o l v e d  in  c l e a n u p .

continued page 10

O'Connor spokf earlier in the day to coabined English and history classes. 
PHOTO: Trelvia Hodges

S p e a k i n g  on th e  
c r i m e  i s s u e ,  O 'C onnor  
s a i d ,  "We c r e a t e  an  
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  c r i m e . "

He s t a t e d  t h a t  60'A 
o f  t o d a y ' s  p r i s o n e r s  do  
n o t  f i n i s h  h i g h  school  
and a r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  
s c r e e n e d  f o r  m e n t a l  
i l l n e s s  p r i o r  t o  i n c a r -  
c e r a t  i o n .

B e t t y  Jane T u r n e r ,  
i n s t r u c t o r  in S o c i a l  
S c i e n c e s ,  a r r a n g e d  f o r  
O ' C o n n o r ' s  v i s i t  t o  
Wayne C o u n t r y  Day and  
t h e  WCC cam pus.

Randy ScusmI, a Balfour representative (I) ,  sizes ring finger of 
Michael Craig (r), a UCC student. PHOTO: Blake Thornton


