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Bentonville—site for learning
By CHRIS REICIMRT

Members o f  R o sa ly n  
Lonax ' ' s  E n g l i s h  271 
c l a s s  took  a  - f i e l d  t r i p  
t o  Bentonv i 11e 
B a t t l e g r o u n d  on 
F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1992 .

The t r i p  showed 
s t u d e n t s  some o f  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C i v i l  
Ular by r e l a t i n g  i t  t o  
th e  1 i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  
t Hme .

S t u d e n t s  saw a  f i l m  
a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
B e n t o n v i l l e ;  t h e n  some 
s t u d e n t s  gave  o r a l  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a b o u t  
C i v i l  Uar a u t h o r s  Ual t  
Ulh i tman and  Herman 
M e l v i l l e ,  t h e i r  l i v e s  
and w o r k s .

The b a t t l e g r o u n d ,  
l o c a t e d  in J o h n s t o n  
C ou n ty ,  i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  
the  l a r g e s t  C i v i l  Uar 
b a t t l e  f o u g h t  in  N o r t h  
Caro l  i n a .

The B a t t l e  o f  
B e n t o n v i l l e ,  o c c u r r i n g  
from March 19 u n t i l  
March 2 1 ,  1865,  a l s o  
was t h e  l a s t  m a j o r  
b a t t l e  o f  t h e  C i v i l  
Uar .

Un ion G e n e ra l  
U l i l l i am  T .  Sherman,  
r e t u r n i n g  f rom h i s  
in fam ous  "march t o  t h e  
s e a , ” a d v a n c e d  n o r t h  
th r o u g h  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  
t o  meet  G enera l  U l y s s e s  
S. G ra n t  in \<>irg in ia .

A l t h o u g h  he h a d  
e n c o u n t e r e d  m in o r  
sk i rm i s h e s  th ro u g h o u  t  
t h e  S o u t h ,  Sherman d i d  
n o t  meet  w i t h  any  
c o r n s i d e r a b l e  C o nfe d ­
e r a t e  o p p o s i t i o n  a s  he  
c o n t i n u e d  n o r t h w a r d  
th r o u g h  t h e  b a t t l e - t o r n  
S o u t h .

C o n f e d e r a t e  G e n e ra l  
Jo s e p h  E. J o h n s t o n  w as  
o r d e r e d  t o  u n i t e  w i d e l y  
s c a t t e r e d  s o l d i e r s  in  
N o r th  C a r o l i n a  in  an  
a t t e m p t  t o  p r e v e n t

ENG 271 students stind in front of the Harper House which they toured as part of their 
f ie ld  tr ip  in winter quarter. PHOTOs Chris Reichart

Sherman f rom  m e e t i n g  
G ra n t  in V i r g i n i a .

J o h n s t o n ,  whose army 
of  20 ,0 0 0  men was l e s s  
th a n  h a l f  t h e  s i z e  o f  
S h e r m a n ' s ,  r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  he  w ou ld  hav e  t o  
w a i t  u n t i l  She rm an ' ' s  
army s p l i t  i n t o  2  
g r o u p s  b e f o r e  
a t t a c k  i n g .

J o h n s t o n  s e i z e d  h i s  
o p p o r t u n i t y  when b a d  
r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r c e d  
S h e r m a n ' s  army i n t o  two 
w in g s  o f  3 0 ,0 0 0  e a c h .

On March 18 ,  1865 ,  
J o h n s t o n  l e a r n e d  t h a t  
Sherman'^s 2 a r m i e s  had  
been s e p a r a t e d  by a  
h a l f - d a y ' s  m a rc h ,  s o  he 
s e t  up h i s  f o r  a  
s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  n e a r  
the  V i 11 age  o f  
Bentonv i 11e .

Monument at Bentonville Battlefield cornnemorates contributions of 
North Carolinians during the Civil War. PHOTO: Martin Cox
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Students saw Union trenches wh 
PHOTO: Chris Reichart

ile  on their f ie ld  tr ip .

The n e x t  d a y ,  on 
March 19,  one h a l f  o f  
t h e  Union army f e l l  
i n t o  J o h n s t o n ' s  t r a p .

A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e s  w e re  
s u c c e s s f u l ,  o v e r r u n n i n g  
l a r g e  num bers  o f  Union 
t r o o p s .

As the  b a t t l e  
p r o g r e s s e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t h e  Union f o r c e s  
managed t o  h o l d  t h e i r  
l i n e s ,  f o r c i n g  
J o h n s t o n ' s  army back  t o  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
po s  i t  i o n s .

On Marcn 2 0 ,  
S h e r m a n ' s  r i g h t  w in g  
a r r i v e d ,  p u t t i n g  an e n d  
t o  any C o n f e d e r a t e  hope 
o f  v i c t o r y .

The b a t t l e  r a g e d  on 
f o r  two d a y s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
u n t i l  t h e  o u tn u m b e re d

C o n f e d e r a t e  army w a s  
f o r c e d  t o  r e t r e a t  
t o w a r d s  S m i t h f i e l d .

I n s t e a d  o f  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  b a t t e r e d  C o n f e d e r ­
a t e s ,  Sherman l e d  h i s  
»rmy i n t o  G o l d s b o r o  f o r  
f o o d  and s u p p i i e s .

On Apr i 1 26 J o h n s t o n  
s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  Sherman 
n e a r  Durham, e n d i n g  t h e  
f i g h t i n g  in t h e  
Carol  I n a s -

*-̂ i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  
b a t t l e g r o u n d  t o d a y  can  
t o u r  H a rp e r  House ,  a  
fa r m h o u se  f o r m e r l y  
(w n ed  by ^John and Amy 
Harper and u s e d  a s  a  
f i e l d  h o s p i t a l  d u r i n g  
t h e  C i v i l  U a r .

The v i s i t o r s  c e n t e r  
c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  s t a t i c
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