
Elon student wins Miss Tennessee 
in National American Miss Pageant
katy. Steele

While t rad i tonal ly  s tu d e n ts  spend  Labor Day w eekend 

cooking o u t  and hanging out, Elon University sophom ore  

Kacey Stark was crow ned Miss Tennessee for the National 

American Miss Pageant.  The w eekend long event was held 

in Franklin,  Tenn., r igh t  ou ts ide  her  hometown.

Although m o d e s t  a bou t  her  success,  Stark has won 19 

aw ards  and ti tles since en te r ing  he r  f irs t pageant,  which 

she won,  a t  the  age of 12. In trover ted  as a little girl, she 

sa id  pagean ts  helped  to br ing  her  ou t  of her  shell. After 

years  of competing,  s h e ’s gained valuable  public speaking 

skills, confidence and close f r iendships  tha t  kep t  her  

coming back year  af te r  year  she said. After high school. 

Stark w asn ' t  expect ing to do any more pageants,  b u t  w hen 

he r  mom suggested  the  2010 American Miss competi tion,  

she thought ,  "Why not?"

"I keep saying I'm done.  I'm no t  going to do any more 

pageants . . .and  then  I do," Stark said.

When she really becam e in te res ted  in pageantry ,  she  was 

looking for more  than  jus t  an excuse to d ress  up. Instead, 

she  w an ted  to find an ou t le t  for her  t rue  passion — music. 

A Nashville, Tenn. native. Stark is a d ie -hard  fan of both 

Ti tan’s footbal l and coun try  music. She s ta r t ed  singing 

and playing the  gu i ta r  h e r  f reshm an year  of high school. 

Although the  ta len t  po r t ion  is usually optional,  she said 

th a t  she  enjoys perfo rm ing  a t  com peti t ions.  Her rend i t ion  

of'fuHanne Hough's "My Hallelujah" helped  h e r  become the 

Miss Tennessee  Talent w in n e r  of 2008.

Yet Stark said it isn ' t all a bou t  winning.  Noting tha t  her  

pagean t  exper ience has  been  "nothing like w h a t  you see 

on Toddlers in Tiaras," she 's  thankful  for the  s u p p o r t  of 

he r  mom, dad and little b r o th e r  w ho always rem ind  h e r  to 

simply  do h e r  b es t  and  be herself.

Shows like TLC's "Toddlers in Tiaras" have led to major  

m isconcept ions  a bou t  the  pagean t  world,  she said. Many 

people  associa te  pagean ts  with g lam our  and  vanity, bu t  

Stark sa id  she feels th a t  i sn ' t  the  case.

"It 's n o t  ab o u t  d ress ing  up like Barbie for the  day, or 

seeing  who has the  p r e t t ie s t  fact," she said.

Stark  descr ibes  the  page an t  girls s h e ’s m e t  as 

br i l l ian t  leaders  ded ica ted  to se rving the i r  schools and 

com munit ies .  At Elon, Stark is p roducing  a new  ESTV show 

called "Playlist" th a t  will cover the  local music scene and 

this p as t  su m m e r  she in te rned  for iTrip Luxury Vacation 

Rentals, a com pany th a t  now sponso rs  her. Overall, Stark 

said she hopes  to change the  s te reo type  of concei ted and 

ditsy page an t  girls.

This Thanksgiving w hen  many s tuden ts  are  driving 

home. Stark will be flying to Anaheim, Calif, for the  

American Miss National Pageant. Competing against  at 

leas t  40 o th e r  con tes tan ts ,  th is  will be h e r  second  tr ip  out 

to the  California com peti t ion .  She moved on to nat ionals 

in 2003, b u t  ended  up with laryngitis.  Pending Stark stays 

hea lthy th is  year;  the  final night of the  pageant,  Nov. 28, 

is also he r  bir thday.  While a crown would be the  u lt imate  

p r e se n t  for  any gir l’s 20 th  b i r thday  celebration.  Stark said 

she t re a su re s  the  f riends s h e ’s made and the  ways she 's  

grown m ore  than  a crown and sash.
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Sophomore Kacey Stark was 
crowned Miss Tennessee in 
the National American Miss 
Pageant over Labor Day 
weekend. Stark will travel to 
Anaheim. Calif, to compete for 
the American Miss National 
Pageant in Nov.
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