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Actor Roddy McDowall dies at age 70

By Bob Thomas
AssoCIATED Press WRITER

LOS ANGELES (AP) _ From
an intellectual chimpanzee in
“Planet of the Apes” to Octavian
Caesar in “Cleopatra,” Roddy
McDowall proved his versatility
during an
award-win-

Hollywood producers were
impressed with the boy’s innocent
face and precise diction, and he
was first cast in Fritz Lang’s “Man
Hunt.” The boy emerged as a star
in John Ford’s saga of Welsh coal
miners, “How Green Was My Val-
ley.”

southerner in “No Time for Ser-
geants.”

He was born Roderick An-
drew Anthony Jude McDowall on
Sept. 17, 1928 in London. His fa-
ther was Scottish, his mother
Irish. Educated at St. Joseph’s
school, he made his film debut at
8in “Murder in
the Family.”

ning career in
stage, televi-
sion, and film
that spanned
more than six
decades.

Yet the
soft-spoken
actor, who
fled England
as a child dur-
ing the Lon-
don blitz for
Hollywood,
was remem-
bered by
many friends
as simply a
sweet, genu-

When
McDowall ar-
rived in
America in
1940, he was
placed under
contract with
20th Century
Fox and later
moved to
MGM.

The young
actor proved
popular in
films with ani-
mals, notably
“My Friend
Flicka” and
“Lassie Come

ine man.

McDowall
died Saturday of cancer at his
home in the Studio City area of Los
Angeles, said Dennis Osborne, a
friend who cared for the actor. He
was 70.

McDowall was diagnosed in
April with an incurable cancer that
had spread throughout his body,
Osborne said.

Angela Lansbury, a longtime
friend who appeared with him in
“Bedknobs and Broomsticks,”
called McDowall “the best friend
you could possibly have had.”

After appearing in several
British films, McDowall at 11 was
evacuated to the United States
during the German bombardment
of London, which began in 1940.
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As a youth, his career flour-
ished. “The only trouble was that
by the time I got to be 17 or 18,
Hollywood was still thinking of me
in terms of what I had delivered
at the age of 11,” McDowall said
in a 1963 interview.

“They said I couldn’t play any-
thing but an English boy. I knew I
could. So I went to New York and
started to study because I knew I
had to learn a lot about myself as
an actor; you can’t act the same as
you did as a child.”

For about six years he played
a variety of roles from Mexican-
Americans to Midwestern Ameri-
cans. He also played a boy from
Chicago in “Compulsion,” then a
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Home.” He also
appeared as
Malcolm in Orson Welles’
“MacBeth.”

McDowall spent most of the
1950s in New York, making his
Broadway debut in 1953 in “Mis-
alliance.”

He won both an Emmy and
Tony for best supporting actor in
1960. The Emmy came from an
NBC production of “Not Without
Honor,” his Tony for playing
Tarquin Edward Mendigales in
the Jean Anouilh play “Time’s
Fool,” now known as “The Fight-
ing Cock.”

McDowall’s film career en-
joyed a rebirth in the 1960s, nota-
bly in three epics: “Cleopatra” (as
Octavian Caesar), “The Longest
Day” (as a soldier), and “The Great-
est Story Ever Told” (as Matthew).
He also spent a year on Broadway
in the musical “Camelot.”

“I still have the actor’s dis-
ease,” he admitted at the time. “I
always think I'll never get another
job.”

Nevertheless, McDowall re-
mained one of the busiest actors

in films and television. His most
successful film was the 1968
“Planet of the Apes,” and he ap-
peared in the ape makeup in three
sequels.

Among his other films: “Five
Card Stud,” “Bedknobs and
Broomsticks,” “The Poseidon Ad-
venture” and “Funny Lady.”

He also became a favorite in
horror films such as “Cult of the
Damned,” “The Legend of Hell
House,” “Fright Night,” and “It!”

In the 1980s and 1990s, he
worked mostly in television dra-
mas such as “The Martian
Chronicles,” “Alice in Wonder-
land,” “Hollywood Wives,” and
“Around the World in 80 Days.

McDowall, who never mar-
ried, was also an accomplished
photographer who produced five
coffee table books, starting with
“Double Exposure” in 1966. Pho-
tos he took of a nude Elizabeth
Taylor appeared in a layout for
Playboy magazine in 1963.

Miss Taylor, who co-starred
with McDowall in “Lassie Come
Home,” said she was “shocked and
grieving” about McDowall’s death.

A longtime student of film,
McDowall gathered one of the larg-
est private collections of old mov-
ies and had served as the Screen
Actors Guild’s representative on
the National Film Preservation
Board.

“He had such a wonderful fu-
ture as an archivist of our busi-
ness, the motion picture business.
And he was good because he loved
the people in it. Taylor, Bacall,
many of us loved Roddy,” Ms.
Lansbury said.

McDowall was “a true gentle-
man,” said Hollywood honorary
mayor Johnny Grant, who laid a
wreath by his the actor’s star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame. “I
think of him as a fellow that had
something that nobody else in this
town had as much of, and that was
the trust of the people in the com-
munity.”

Plans for services or inter-
ment were not available Sunday
night. McDowall’s body was to be
cremated by The Neptune Society,
Osborne said.




