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“...testimonies
[were made] to
Place’s astounding
intelligence,
academic
achievements,
warmth and
genuine concern
for others, and the
love she bore to
such disparate
things as her cats,
Scrabble, opera,
and movies.”
-Peter Morscheck
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There was a different kind
of silence at New Garden
Friends Meeting last Wednes-
day. Scores of faculty, friends,
family, and students—current
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Dr. Mary Elizabeth Place, Direc-
tor of the Guilford College li-
brary. She passed away on De-
cember 28th .

Director of Campus Minis-
tries Max Carter led the group,
as he has had to do so often re-
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cently, in a memorial service in
the manner of Friends. Follow-
ing messages by her father,
Jefferson, her husband,
Alexander, and her brother,
Wayne, myriad testimonies fol-
lowed—testimonies to Place’s
astounding intelligence, aca-
demic achievements, warmth
and genuine concern for others,
and the love she bore to such
disparate things as her cats,
Scrabble, opera, and movies.

Through it all, however,
one theme rang true: Place
touched the lives of whomever
she met. And so it was a differ-
ent kind of silence between the
messages, anecdotes from pro-
fessors  Adrienne Israel and
Jack Zerbe, a poem read by stu-
dent worker Nathan White, or
memories of past student work-
ers who counted Place as their
mentor. In this silence, barely
five seconds could pass without
someone sniffling to hold back
tears.
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Born on May 3, 1939, Place
graduated from Duke Univer-
sity before gaining her M.A. in
Germanic Literature from
Vanderbilt in 1969. For the next
six years she taught German at
Wake Forest. She then com-
pleted her Ph.D. in German
Language and Literature at
Vanderbilt before beginning to
work with the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Library Outreach
Program and Environmental
Protection Agency Special Li-
brary Program.

She completed her Masters
of Library Science at UNC-CH
in 1982 and joined the Guilford
Library in 1983 as Coordinator
of Information/References Ser-
vices and Bibliographic Instruc-
tion. She distinguished herself
even that first year, as Dr. Herb
Poole noted in his annual report
in 1984: “Due to her efforts, we
have come a great distance in

Please see Place, page 3




