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Busy people that we are,
we may find it difficult to
know about, let alone under-
stand, the profound changes
overtaking modern society.

What current trends
may affect us significantly in
the coming decades? What
choices should we make now
to prepare?

Thus the importance of
"futurists."

Whether directly on tar-
get or not, forward-looking
thinkers such as Joseph N.
Pelton, professor at George
Washington University's In-
stitute for Applied Space Re-
search and director of the
Accelerated National Sci-
ence Program in Telecommu-
nications and Computers,
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Are you ready for this?
give us coordinates to think
about in planning for the fu-
ture.

In his recent book E-
Sphere: The Rise of the
World-Mide Mind (Quorum,
2000), Pelton makes numer-
ous predictions. Some may
be familiar, others not.
Among the most interesting:

* By 2005, at least one bil-
lion people will be linked
world-wide by the Web. The
current Internet growth rate in
Africa is 80%, in Asia 110%, in
South America 125%.

* Within a decade, hand-
held wireless devices with
voice input and output will
be your primary means of
access to this network.

* By 2010, 60-80 million
people worldwide will be
tele-commuters, working at

home or nearby as instantaneous broadband & satellite
communication eliminate the importance of physical prox-
imity to a central workplace. This development will en-
able de-urbanization and energy savings.

* You may find yourself competing for work with elec-
tronic immigrants from anywhere in the world.

* Prepare for the 168-hour work week (computers and
automated systems never sleep).

* The process of "disintermediation" will continue,
eliminating such intermediaries as travel agents and phar-
macists. Any job that can be reduced to a series of algo-
rithms supported by databases is at risk of being automated
-- even the jobs of engineers and scientists.

* China will become the number-one national economy.
The top economic tier world-wide will shift to the Asia-
Pacific region. Globalism, however, will become the rule
in business. The international corporate trade environ-
ment will make the notion of "national economies" increas-
ingly irrelevant.

* Information, which currently is doubling every five
years and growing at a rate that is at least 200,000 x faster
than that of the human population, will soon be over a mil-
lion times faster. Information management will become in-
creasingly essential.

* The current model of higher education, in which
classes of students take prepackaged disciplinary courses
in lockstep pace at "brick & mortar" institutions, is already
obsolete.

* But...as complexity continues to grow and left-brain
activities continue to become automated, creative, artis-
tic, and intuitive abilities will be increasingly prized. The
most valued schools will be those which teach students to
question, to challenge, to think.
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