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Conflict resolution alums speak

Meredith Veto

Staff Writer

Alumni Mark Wilson '02 and Mark
Davidheiser '05, now veterans in the
field of conflict resolution, visited Guilford
College last week. On April 5 in Bryan Jr.
auditorium, Wilson and Davidheiser spoke
about their experiences since leaving
school in a presentation called "Conflict
Transformation in Multicultural Settings."

During lunch at the caf the next day, the
alumni discussed career and graduate
school opportunities in conflict resolution.
Wilson also visited the Career and
Community Learning center and met with
members of the Greensboro Truth and
Community Reconciliation Project.

Davidheiser attended several classes,
including Vernie Davis's Mediation and
Conflict Intervention class and Laban
Gwako's Cultural Anthropology class.

After graduating from Guilford,
Davidheiser conducted an ethnographic
study of the Navajo-Hopi land dispute, and
later gained experience in intercultural
mediation working in Eritrea, the Gambia,
and Senegal. Today he is Assistant
Professor of Conflict Resolution and Socio-
Cultural Anthropology at Nova
Southeastern University.

Davidheiser had training in Arabic and
Islamic social dynamics, and is also profi-
cient in the Mandinka language of West
Africa. He has studied the social dynamics
of development, displacement and resettle-
ment, and rural societies and systems.

Wilson currently works as Assistant to
the Chief Executive and the Office
Manager at the Association for Conflict
Resolution in Washington, D.C. He spent
two years as a Peace Corps volunteer in
Senegal and later spent time in South
Africa where he co-led a delegation of con-
flict resolution professionals.

Hatice Dogan, a junior majoring in
Community Justice studies and
Psychology, attended the evening's pres-
entation.

"When we look, especially at Guilford
College with our Conflict Resolution
Center, it's probably the Western model on
how to mediate and approach conflicts.
(The alumni) brought in a multicultural
view," Dogan said. "l deal with conflict on a
daily basis, being a human being, and it's
interesting to me to see how conflict reso-
lution and mediation is portrayed across
cultures."

Davidheiser, who went by the name
"Momodou" during the presentation in
order to avoid confusion between the two
Marks (the other Mark went by "Mass")
attributes his involvement in the field of
conflict resolution to his experience at
Guilford.

"Guilford was the influence that really put
me on the track," Davidheiser said. "l am
who | am today because of Guilford. |
would not have been a professor, an
anthropologist, or a person in peace and
conflict studies."

Junior Autumn Woodward, a Peace and
Conflict Studies major who helped coordi-
nate the alumni visit, wants students to be
aware of the opportunities open to them
after graduation.

"Students seemed really excited to talk
one on one with people who had actually
done work in the field of Peace and
Conflict Studies," Woodward said. "It was a

. very positive opportunity for students to

learn from (the alumni's) experiences in
order to apply it to their direction after leav-
ing Guilford."

Woodward said that the Peace and
Conflicts Studies department hopes to
bring more alumni to Guilford in the future.

"l hope the academic and co-curricular
programs fit with the core values of the col-
lege related to our Quaker heritage," said
Davis, professor of Peace and Conflict
Studies.

"The Conflict Resolution Rescurce
Center provides mediation and facilitation
services as a way both to contribute to the
college and to give students practical appli-
cation of their skills."

Blaine Lukkar, coordinator for the
Interdisciplinary Leadership for Social
Change program, says that last year, a
pilot program was launched though a col-
laboration between the CRC and the aca-
demic department of Peace and Conflict
studies.

Called the Community Agreements
Initiative, the project seeks to mediate con-
cerns that students and faculty have that
are not necessarily addressed by the col-
lege's policy book. ’

"It takes place in a dorm room in
Binford," Lukkar said. "Staff, faculty and
students take a certain issue affecting
everybody's lives (for example, trash in the
halls), and on each floor everybody sits
down and comes up with an agreement
and posts it on the wall. Everything that
students are learning about facilitation and
conflict resolution skills, they're actually
getting to apply in the dorm rooms."

"One of the common focuses of media-
tion when you get to the idea of possible
solutions is to try to allow parties to create
the solution on their own, not to give them
the solution," Davidheiser said.

"This is central to the concept of conflict
transformative mediation: to empower the
parties, to enhance their abilities to make
positive constructive decisions that will help
them deal with conflict in a more productive
manner."3
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Alum recounts undercover
infiltration in hook

Kaitlyn Moore

Staff Writer

W illiam Queen, former fed-
‘ eral agent and Guilford

graduate, spoke on April 6 about
his infiltration of the Mongols, one
| of the country's most violent
motorcycle
| gangs.
"We have
| 280 majors in
" Justice and
| Policy Studies.
| And | expect
none of them
| to do what
i Billy did," said
| Associate
| Professor of
' Justice and
' Policy Studies
| Jerry Joplin.
| As "Billy St.
| John," Queen
| spent two
| years living
| with the Mongols to gather evi-
| dence of their crimes from drug,
| gun, and stolen motorcycle traf-
| ficking to assault, extortion, rape
| and murder.
After playing a clip from his
| 20/20 appearance, Queen walked
| into Bryan Jr. wearing a denim
| jacket, his leather biker's vest with
'‘Mongols California' emblazoned
| in black and white, and a Bureau
| of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms
| (ATF) baseball cap. Pictures from
| the Mongols show him dressed
identically, but with a scraggly
| grey beard and a bandanna tied
| around his hair. 3
Queen just finished the book
‘ Under and Alone about his experi-
| ence. The Greensboro News and

Record says Mel Gibson will play
Queen in the movie version.

"If | had the whole thing to do
over again," Queen first said in his
news clip about the two year
investigation, then repeated sever-
al times in his speech, "l wouldn't
do it."

The Mongols have
chapters in Calif.,
Colo., Okla., Ga., Ariz.,
Nev., and Mexico.
Queen said they were
dangerous enough to
be "the only motorcycle
gang to go to war with
the Hell's Angels and
beat them down."

Queen began his
operation as a "hang-
around;" someone who
partied, drank and
fought with the
Mongols. After several

KaimLyn MooRre/THE GuiLForoiaN  moriths, they invited

Queen him to join.

To fool their three-
page application and private
investigator, the ATF invented an
elaborate back-story, complete
with fake documents and agents
around the country answering
phones as "St. John's" family, past
employers, and even primary
school staff.

Queen's life with the Mongols
included seeirg barroom brawls,
group beatings, and drug use. He

also mentioned the abuse of

women who rode with the
Mongols - they considered the
women property of either one
member or, sometimes, the entire
gang.

He feared that the gang would
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