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Winter sports conclude memorable season

Ryan Gordy

Staff Writer

This time of year calls for sports to be played
outdoors. The weather is warm, the sun is out, and
the grass is green. But what happened to Guilford's
indoor sports? Basketball, swimming, and indoor
track seasons are all over. Here is a recap, in case
you missed out on the winter sports.

Men’s and Women'’s Track and Field

The most recent season to conclude was
indoor track and field. The OIld Dominion
Athletic Conference Championships were held at
Lynchburg College on Feb. 25. At the close of the
championships, the men claimed fourth place and
the women took sixth.

On the men's side, the team won two individual
titles and made six new school records.

Standout first-year, Johnathan Smith, sprinted
to the 55 meter title with a time of 6.51 seconds in
the final race. Smith was not done yet. He finished
second in the 200 meter sprint with his time of 23.04
seconds. This warranted Smith a Second Team All-
ODAC recognition.

The Quakers dominated the long-distance races.
Derick Kosgei and Chad Norton claimed first and
second place, respectively, to win the 5,000 meter
race. Kosgei also earned Second Team AIll-ODAC
honors because of his additional efforts in the
distance relay team that set a school record with its
second-place time of 10:43.68.

The women recorded two school records of their
own, while placing sixth out of the seven teams
competing.

First-year Taylor Stokes placed second in the
5,000 meter race with her school record time of
18:40.61. This performance received Second Team
All-ODAC honors. Another first-year, Malikah
French leaped 4'11.75" for a school record in the
high jump. The leap earned French fourth place in
the event.

Women’s Swimming

The Quakers finished the season with only two
wins but had two third-place finishes and one
fourth- place finish. The main goal for the team was
not winning, but improving over the course of the
season. The team accomplished that feat.

At the ODAC championships the Quakers
finished with 144 points and finished sixth out of
seven teams. Some would say that this would be a
disappointment, but not for the Quakers. This meet
saw their highest point total of the season.

Senior co-captain Daphne Murphy sliced
through her best mile time by 28 seconds and beat
her 500m time by 7 seconds, which is significant for
swimmers. Senior Sara Waitsman also placed 14th

in the 100m with a time of 1:19:28, a personal best.

Other swimmers had career performances as
well. Senior Kim Abbott and sophomore Dozier '13
broke their best times in their individual events and
attained best times of the season. The top-notch
performances came from the 200m relay team and
the 800 freestyle relay team. They both finished in
seventh place.

Men’s and Women'’s Basketball

The men's basketball team had another successful
season in 2011. The team had 16 total wins and 10
conference wins.

The team was inconsistent, winning games in
spurts. The best winning streak was four games, all
against conference foes. Also, The Quakers played
well against ranked opponents. They defeated
Virginia Wesleyan when they were previously
undefeated and held the number-one ranking in
the ODAC.

The Quakers had four sophomores and two
first-years play in at least 13 games this season.
Sophomore Josh Pittman had a career year this
season. He shot 83 percent from the free-throw line,
was second on the team in assists and st.eals, and
led the team in points per game with 18.1. These
stats earned Pittman First Team All-ODAC honors.

Even though the team lost in the ODAC
tournament quarterfinals to Randolph, this can still
be seen as a quality season for the Quakers.

The women also had a successful 2011 campaign.
They concluded the season with 15 wins and 10
conference wins. This great finish was the best since
the 2004.

The women also have a very young talented
team. The lone senior on the team was Lauren
LeFevers who averaged just under 10 points per
game. The Quakers had four first-years rotating
in the starting lineup and played in every game
during the regular season.

The two stand-out first-years were forward
Gabby Oglesby and center Morgan King. Oddly
enough their stats are almost identical. They both
averaged 11.3 points per game which ties them for
second on the team and both averaged just under
eight rebounds per game. In addition, Ogleshy
broke Guilford's single-season blocks record with
59 on the year.

The go-to player on the team was junior Jazlyn
Gibbs who led the team in minutes played. She was
third on the team in assists with 59 and led the team
in steals (39) and points per game (14.8).

In the ODAC tournament Guilford was seeded
seventh out of eight teams. In their first game,
they stunned second seeded Bridgewater by
beating them in the quarter finals 67-66. They lost
the semifinal game against Roanoke in their next
game 67-58. However, this was the best season the
Quakers had since 2004.

SPORTS

A chance for a normal hectic life

There are many students on
campuses across America racing
on lawns past classmates and pro-
fessors to get to their next class on
time. Most students juggle work,
friends, family, and classes. Then,
there is that soul brave enough to
add sports and sports training to
the mix.

Kevin Jordan, native of
Columbus, Ga., and first-year out-
fielder for Wake Forest University,
became ill in the beginning of 2010
despite undergoing dialysis three
times a week. He began his first
semester in August. Nevertheless,
Jordan included this life-preserving
procedure in a routine that many
struggle through every day with-
out even knowing what was caus-
ing his kidneys to function at only
eight percent.

Doctors soon  discovered
that Jordan suffered from
Anti-Neutrophil ~ Cytoplasmic
Autoantibody vasculitis, a rare
condition in which abnormal anti-
bodies attack white blood cells and
damage small blood vessels. In kid-
neys, it causes leaking of blood
and protein into the urine and,
ultimately, kidney failure.

Doctors recommended a kidney
transplant as soon as possible for
Jordan. However, when his family
was tested, no one was a match. |
couldn't imagine starting college
having to face these obstacles in
addition to the workload of a full-
time student.

That is when Jordan's coach,
Tom Walter, stepped up to the plate.
On Feb. 7, 2011, Walter underwent
surgery to donate his kidney to
Jordan.

"When we recruit our guys, we
talk about family and making sac-
rifices for one another," Walter said
before the operation. "It is some-
thing we take very seriously. | had
the support of my family. Wake
Forest, and my team. To me itwas a
no-brainer," Walter said, according
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It will likely take both men
several months to recover fully.
However, Jordan is expected to
swing a bat again in six to eight
weeks.

| could only imagine the grati-
tude and admiration the Jordan
family has for the huge opportunity
Walter has given them. When the
media overwhelms us with nega-
tivity and controversy concern-
ing sports, it is delightful to hear
when a team reacts to hardship
with grace, stewardship, and com-
munity.

When Jordan's father, Keith
Jordan, researched Wake Forest and
Coach Walter, he discovered Walter
was no stranger to adversity. Coach
Walter was a baseball coach for the
University of New Orleans when
Katrina devastated Louisiana.

"Waiter supervised the players'
temporary relocation to the campus
of New Mexico State," Jordan said,
according to The New York Times.
"And he vowed to assist anyone
weighing a transfer to another col-
lege (even though his own home
was under 12 feet of water). A lot of
coaches wouldn't have done that."”

So, if you have a family member
or a friend playing on a team, take
the time and go to a game. You
never know what it will mean to
have you there supporting them.
Teams are not just for fun or the
love of a game; they are hard work
and, as | have learned, they are like
family.
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