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SAUDI ARABIA

On Sept. 20, Japan evacuated 
OVER 1.2 MILLION CITIZENS IN A 

^PREVENTATIVE MEASURE AS TYPHOON
Roke approached its shores. 
According to the Washington 
Post, the typhoon, which has been 
measured with sustained winds of 
89 mph, has prompted concerns 
of flooding and landslides. The 
weather agency reports that Japan 
could suffer as much as two inches 
of rain per hour, and western and 
central Japan are most vulnerable, 
after having suffered Typhoon Talas 

earlier this month, which 
was reported to have 

\ killed over 67 people.

COLUMBIA

Columbian police officers

RECENTLY SEIZED A SUBMARINE 
BELIEVED TO HOLD 7 TONS OF NARCOTIC 
DRUGS. According to BBC, the 52 ft. vessel cost nearly $2 
million and was capable of holding a crew of five. Captured 
just off the shore of Buenaventura, the ship was seized 
before unloading its first shipment. Drugs police chief Gen. 
Luis Alberto Perez told Efe news agency that the shipment 
was "probably one of the biggest seized" in Columbia in 
recent years. "It was going to be used by the narco-terrorist 
29th front of the Fare (Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia) in alliance with organizations of drug traffickers 
who operate in this southern area of the country," Perez told 
Efe news agency.

In an unusual case, a man apparently died of spontaneous 
COMBUSTION IN HIS HOME IN Galway. According to BBC, 
Michael Faherty's badly burned body was discovered in 
his home, with evidence of fire damage on the ceiling 
above and the floor underneath the corpse. Coroner Dr. 
Claran McLoughlin confirmed the strange cause of death, 
stating: "This fire was thoroughly investigated and I'm 
left with the conclusion that this fits into the category 
of spontaneous human combustion, for which there is 
no adequate explanation." Rescue workers and forensic 
officials were shocked by the bizarre nature of the incident.

After much debate and a petition of 180,000 signatures,
BULLFIGHTING WAS OFFICIALLY BANNED IN CATALONIA, ENDING 
THE CLJLTURAL TRADITION IN BARCELONA FOR GOOD. The 
ban will take effect on Jan. 1, 2012, but the fights on Sept. 
23 were the last of the year, according to BBC. "For a city 
like Barcelona to close this arena is like throwing a Picasso 
painting into the garbage," said Cristobal, one of the fans at 
the famous Monumental bull-fighting arena, to AFP news.

Britain announces plan to legalize same-sex marriage
By Charlotte Cloyd 

Staff Writer

"I believe that to deny one group of 
people the same opportunities offered to 
another is not only discrimination, but is not 
fair," said Britain Equalities Minister Lynne 
Featherstone at a Liberal-Democratic party 
conference on Sept. 17.

Featherstone has recently announced 
that she, with the support of British Prime 
Minister David Cameron, will begin 
presenting the idea of incorporating same- 
sex marriage into British law by the end of 
the Parliament session in 2015.

Featherstone's proposal to legalize same- 
sex marriage is a bold step for Britain, 
and Cameron — despite his conservative 
leanings — supports and backs the proposal 
completely, according to the BBC.

Cameron's transition from representing 
conservative values to a more liberal 
perspective that includes supporting same- 
sex marriage indicates his movement toward 
accepting a more liberal perspective in the 
future.

Featherstone plans to directly address 
Parliament in March 2012 and bring the 
topic of same-sex marriage to the political 
forefront.

"She's giving people something to look 
forward to," said co-advisor of Guilford 
Pride Justin Shreve. "Here in America, we

have no benchmark to look forward to." to pledge each other the kind of personal 
The proposals that Featherstone plans commitment found in traditional marriage," 

to present beginning in March will not said Professor of Theatre Studies David 
necessarily include a discussion of allowing Hammond when asked whether he thought 
same-sex marriages to be held in religious religious marriages should be legalized as 
centers, but will allow civil marriages to well as common law marriages. "I believe 
occur for same-sex couples, the BBC reports, a church should have the right to choose 

"I think Britain is going about it in a very not to perform same-sex marriages within 
smart way — enabling same-sex couples its faith. What I don't think any church
to receive their due 
rights and benefits, 
without forcing the 
hand of the religious 
institutions in the 
country," said Kim 
Parmenter, president 
of Guilford Pride. 
"Marriage as a legal 
institution would 
afford same-sex 
couples all the rights 
and benefits that

"The ban on same-sex 
marriage is homophobic and 
should oe repealed."

Peter Tratchell, campaigner for gay 
rights

heterosexual couples
get — tax breaks, health benefits, and the
like. You don't get those from a religious
institution."

Currently, Britain allows same sex couples 
to join in civil unions, but the government 
does not recognize these unions as marriages, 
according to the BBC.

"Britain's move forward from its 2004 
Civil Partnership Act to a Civil Marriage 
Act will grant same-sex couples the right

has the right to do 
is to demand that the 
government deny 
same-sex couples the 
right to marry outside 
the church."

British campaigner 
for gay rights 
Peter Tratchell 
spoke out about 
the consultations 
scheduled for next 
spring. He pointed 
out that the same

consultations had been scheduled previously 
and fell through.

"I am not convinced that there needs to 
be any consultation at all," said Tratchell to 
the BBC. "The ban on same-sex marriage is 
homophobic and should be repealed."

Shreve expressed similar concerns, 
contextualizing the issue in terms of equal 
rights for all human beings.

"The conversation about a person's rights

shouldn't exist because (equal rights) should 
already be there," said Shreve.

Equal marriage rights do not currently 
exist, and yet Britain is moving quickly in 
the direction of equality for all.

Despite the fact that Cameron supports the 
proposal by Featherstone to begin hosting 
consultations in the spring of next year, the 
consultations will likely face opposition by 
the Conservative party.

"The difference is that nobody in England 
is trying to use gay marriage as a wedge 
or a distraction from others issues," said 
Hammond. "I think (opposition is) going to 
be a non-issue."

The Liberal Democratic autumn 
conference represents the movement away 
from a more conservative mindset in Britain. 
With the recent legalization of same-sex 
marriage in New York, more states in the 
U.S. may feel pressured to follow suit.

"1 don't think it will necessarily push it to 
a national level," said Assistant Professor of 
Political Science Maria Rosales. "The more 
other countries change, the easier it is for 
people to say that good things happened. It 
could speed up the process in the U.S."

Featherstone's plans to propose instituting 
same-sex marriage by 2015 represents a 
bold step by a government that is currently 
headed by the conservative party in Britain, 
but Featherstone seems prepared and fit for 
the job of legalizing same-sex marriage.


