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Occupy movement continues despite onooing pressure

Zachary Thomas
Staff Writer "

The Occupy movement, an issue which dominated
headlines in 2011, resurfaced in national news last week with
confrontations between police and protestors in Oakland,
Gklif., and police raids of the protestor encampment in
Washington, D.C.

Associated with the greater Occupy movement against
income inequality in the country, the protests in the twp dties
contrast in their response to challenges from authority.

With tear gas canisters flying as protesters approached
police behind makeshift barricades, over 400 people were
arrested on Jan. 29 by Oakland police officers when the
group tried to enter a vacant convention center to reestablish
headquarters.

Caught in the middle were activists like Alyssa Eisenberg,
detained as part of the Saturday mass arrest. Eisenberg, who
has multiple sclerosis, said that the police denied her need for
medication while detained.

"At least two other people who asked for medication
weren't given it," Eisenberg said in an interview with the
Huffington Post. "One woman had her cuffs on so tight that
her hands were turning blue and she was crying. The way they
treated us is exactly why | am involved in Occupy Oakland.”

The Oakland protestors are no strangers to strained police
relations. In October, controversy erupted when lIraq war
veteran Scott Olsen suffered a brain injury after allegedly being
hit by a police projectile.

Elsewhere during theJan. 30 weekend, some of the protestors
vandalized "Oakland Qty' Hall, removing m American flag
itom the building and burning it. % I,

One protestor shouted, "Why”~did you shoot at us? We were
in the open!" as police came in to restore order.

"The Bay Area Occupy movement has got to stop using
Oakland as their playground,” said Oakland mayor Jean
Quan in an official statement. "The residents of Oaldand are
wearying of the constant focus and cost to our city."

Sanjay Marwah, assistant professor of justice and policy
studies; places a large amount of the blame on municipal
leadership for the tenuous relations, but warns against singling
out police.

"The mayor's done a horrible job," said Marwah. "She is
giving conflicting signals to the police. The police are well-
trained, but all of their actions are being observed under a
microscope. We need to moderate views on both sides of the
conflict.”

Across the country in our nation's capital exists a calmer but
similarly themed image of the Occupy protests.

Compared to what has been happening in Oakland, there
have been far fewer confrontations between police™ and
Occupy D.C. protestors. The relationship between the two
groups has been described as "thus far, cordial,” by Occupy
D.C. protestors. However, developments in the last week are
quickly changing that dynamic.

"Actually, as we speak, | am staring at a line of barricades
and a line of park police, possibly in the neighborhood of a
hundred of them/' smd jvstin, a press contact and member of

U.S., Afghans, Taliban begin peace talks

By Alex Lindberg

Staff Writer

In the past decade, war and civil unrest in
the Middle East have raged on. However, just
this week, officials from the United States,
Afghanistan and the Taliban have started to
hold meetings that they hope will put an end
to the violence in Afghanistan.

These initial talks focus on building
confidence and trust between the officials and
laying the framework for peace talks to come.

"We have not yet reached to the stage of
holding peace talks with the international
community,” said Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid to BBC News. "The
focus is on initiation of CBMs (Confidence
Building Measures) before the talks for
peace; consensus in this connection is in
the developing process, but so far even
implementation of the measures have not
been started."

Both sides are hesitant to work with each
other after so many years of bloodshed.
However, they believe a common goal can
be formed with the help of the Afghan
government.

One of the biggest issues being discussed
is the freedom of Taliban members being held
in Guantanamo Bay. To resolve this issue,
the U.S. government has agreed to move five
of the Taliban captives from the detention
facility, reported BBC.

"They said it on the record, yes, that is part
of the talks,” said Chairman of the House
Intelligence Committee, Rep. Mike Rogers
to Fox News. "This is a really bad idea. And
we have told them that. There is no way
they could walk out of any of those meetings
thinking they had some support coming out
of the U.S. Congress."

After 10 years of fighting, it is easy to see
why many would be hesitant to assist the
Taliban, especially if it means the release of
potentially dangerous individuals, as Rogers
points out. While it has the potential to be

disastrous, it could secure the Taliban's trust
in the U.S. peace efforts and create an alliance
between the two.

Many voice similar concerns about the risks

Occupy D.C. during a phone intemew with the Guilfordfian-

"They came in wii™ a halfndpzen horses and a helicopter
overhead, Just'for funsies." wJlc a

Starting on Jan. 30, the police began to enforce a U.S.
National Park Service camping ban at McPherson Park, where
the protekors are located. While this is not technically an
eviction/ protestors are not allowed to sleep 0N the property.

One protestor has kept up a five-day;sleeping strike in
protest of the new policy. T

"My question is, why is it no longer tolerable now?" said
Professor of Justice and Policy Studies Jerry jdjplin.;*

He notes the political nature of the conflict and disagrees
with'police use in these kinds of situations. %

"Should we use police to limit the voice people have?"
asked Joplin.

Back in Washington, D.C., Justin and the rest of Occupy D.C.
face the rapid removal of their presence in McPherson Park.

"They said they would remove tents hot in compliance, but
that now appears to be a lie, as they are taking down tents
systematically, whether in compliance or not,” said Justin.
"They're trying to take us down tent-by-tent",’

In spite of these developing hardships, the groups insist on
continuing with their efforts as a community. '

"There are people staying in churches who have volunteered
spaces to protestors; there are a number of local supporters
who have offered space,"” said Justin to The Guilfordian. "The
real tragedy here is that people with nowhere else to go will,
instead, be back on the streets, not part of a community they
are active and vital members of."
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"Their leadership .. looks rather more
coherent and united than anything on either
the Afghan government or international
side,” said Semple.

The Taliban would be a powerful ally to
the Afghan and U.S. governments in the
continuing Middle Eastern conflict, and such
an alliance could help to end the decade-long
war.
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