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Kiev, Ukraine:
The Ukrainian parliament has finally agreed to integrate with the EU, according to the Guardian.The refusal of former president Yanukovych to sign this bill sparked the 
Euromaiden protests last year, v^rhich resulted in Yanukovych’s effective resignation.The parliament also approved making eastern areas of Ukraine, which are currendy 
contested by Russian-backed rebels, largely autonomous for a period of three years. Some have criticized the government for this concession to the rebels, but the 
current Ukrainian president Poroshenko defended the decision, saying It is the only wsy to end the conflict.
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Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico:
Contrary to 
predictions.
Hurricane Odile 
did not weaken 
to a tropical 
storm but landed 
as a category 
3 hurricane in 
Mexico, creating 
havoc in Cabo San 
Lucas according to 
CNN. About 30,000 
tourists are being 
airlifted out by the 
Mexican government 
as of Tuesday, according 
to the Associated Press. 
Evacuating the mostly 
foreign travelers will 
probably take two 
days. Despite wrecking 
infrastructure and 
causing some injuries, 
there are no reported 
deaths resulting from the 
hurricane.
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Seoul, South 
Korea:
President Park 
Geuny-hye of South 
Korea has announced 
that she is willing to 
discuss re-unification 
with North Korea 
during the next U.N. 
general assembly, 
according to an 
exclusive interview in 
Reuters. No meetings 
have been mutually 
agreed to yet. “What’s 
important, I must 
stress, is not talking 
for the sake of talking, 
but rather sincerity ... 
to v/alk the talk,” said 
Park. North Korea 
^d South Korea 

^♦•remain technically 
• at war since 1953, 

when the Korean War 
effectively ended.

Washington DC, USA:
In an effort to move away from having to rely on Russian-supplied Soyuz vessels, NASA has approved giving $6.2 billion 
to two American companies — Boeing and SpaceX — to develop alternatives, according to the BBC.“From day one, the 
Obama administration has made it clear that the greatest nation on Earth should not be dependent on other nations 
to get into space,” said NASA administrator Charlie Bolden. Boeing received the majority of the funding, vdiich should 
allow them to finish development of the CST-lOO capsule, designed to launch on an Atlas V rocket.

Fast-food workers all over the country strike for better treatment & wages
BY CARLTON SKINNER
Staff Writer

All month long, fast-food 
workers from across the United 
States have been protesting for $15 
hourly wages and union rights. 
"Whatever It Takes" is the motto 
of the movement. On Sept. 4, the 
protesters proved those words are 
a battle cry as they walked out of 
their jobs and took to the streets, 
chanting "We believe that we will 
win," and "We can't survive on 
$7.25."

Durham police arrested a total 
of 26 people engaging in non
violent civil disobedience after 
monitoring their activities for 
four and half hours. This number 
includes two organizers for the 
campaign as well as an attorney 
representing the protesters.

"Not only do fast-food jobs 
pay so little that a majority of 
industry workers are forced to 
rely on public assistance, but 
many of them don't even see all 
of the money they earn," Laura 
Brandon from Low Pay is Not OK, 
the movement's official website, 
told The Guilfordian.

"It can be really difficult having 
to pay rent and car insurance on 
a McDonald's wage, and that's 
before taxes get taken out," said 
one McDonald's employee who 
asked to remain anonymous. "If 
you have kids, that makes it even 
harder because that's probably 
half of your paycheck right there 
... going to buying things for 
(your kids.)"

The common misconception 
about workers in the fast-food 
industry is that they are merely 
teenagers looking for extra pocket 
change to spend on the weekends.

In a recent 2014 study. The 
Center for Economic and Policy 
research found that 40 percent 
or more of fast-food workers are 
25 or older, more than 30 percent

have college experience of some 
sort and a quarter of the workers 
are parents.

Despite these facts. Executive 
Director of the National Council 
of Chain Restaurants Rob 
Green condemned the strikes as 
irresponsible.

"The activities being 
coordinated, financed and 
facilitated by labor unions, 
desperate for new membership 
dues, accomplish nothing," said 
Green in a press release from the 
day of the strikes.

The campaign began back 
in November 2012, when 200 
fast-food workers walked away 
from their jobs in New York City 
demanding higher wages and 
the right to form a union. The 
movement has since spread to 
almost 150 cities — including 
Greensboro.

"Increasing the federal 
minimum wage will boost the 
earnings for some 28 million low- 
wage workers nationwide," says 
the U.S. Department of Labor 
website. "Raising the federal 
minimum wage is an important 
part of strengthening the 
economy. A raise for minimum 
wage earners will put more 
money in more families' pockets, 
which will be spent on goods and 
services, stimulating economic 
growth locally and nationally."

Some economists, however, 
caution that a change of this 
magnitude will not, and should 
not, occur overnight.

"A small increase over time 
would be beneficial, but I fear 
that one sudden increase (like the 
$15 an hour wages proposed by 
the protestors) could break the 
country financially," said Natalya 
Shelkova, assistant professor of 
economics.

Others question the wisdom of 
legislating wages at all.

"I feel like companies should be

McDonald's

McDonald’s is among one of the many fast food chain restaurants where employees are protesting for better wages.

doing what they can to help their 
employees on their own because 
then that's like an incentive for the 
employees to sell more products," 
said junior Alexander Morales,

candidate for secretary of the 
North Carolina Federation of 
College Republicans. "(It) seems 
like more of a business issue and 
not a governmental one."

Whatever the solution, workers 
will not give up easily. It seems 
clear that they will continue 
doing "whatever it takes" until 
they have achieved victory.


