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NE Patriots: 
Super Bowl 
champs again
BY CORBIN BARWICK
Staff Writer

Super Bowl XLIX was one to remember.
The big game featured the New England Patriots 

facing the Seattle Seahawks, the reigning Super Bowl 
champs, with a halftime performance by pop sensation 
Katy Perry.

The two weeks before the big game were filled with 
controversy. The New England Patriots were caught using 
underinflated footballs by the NFL. This may have given 
them a competitive advantage in the AFC Championship 
game.

ESPN even brought in Bill Nye the Science Guy to 
discuss if deflated footballs were a contributing factor to 
the Patriots win.

“My opinion is, whether the balls were deflated or not, 
the Colts were not competitive enough to have even been 
a factor in the game,” said sophomore defensive tackle 
Jaquan Austin.

The Patriots were led by quarterback Tom Brady, who 
ended up winning the Super Bowl’s MVP award, along 
with a brand new 2015 red Chevrolet Colorado.

The New England Patriots wound up beating the 
defending Super Bowl Champs 28-24 thanks to an 
unbelievable interception on the Patriots’ 1-yard line.

The game went back and forth all night long. After 
going scoreless through the first quarter, Brady threw his 
first touchdown to wide receiver Brandon LaFell on the 
first drive of the second quarter.

Then Marshawn Lynch tied the game up at seven all 
with a 3-yard touchdown run set up by a 44-yard pass 
from Seattle quarterback Russell Wilson to undrafted free 
agent Chris Matthews.

On the next possession, Brady took care of business 
thanks to an offsides penalty on the Seattle defense 
that set up a 22-yard touchdown pass to tight end Rob 
Gronkowski with 31 seconds remaining in the second 
quarter.

This was all the time the Seattle offense needed.
Wilson and the Seattle offense took the ball the length 

of the field and tied the game up at 14, thanks to an 11- 
yard touchdown pass to Matthews from Wilson.

After a terrible third quarter for New England, credited 
to a forced interception from Brady, the Patriots were 
down 24-14 with one quarter left to play. But for the 
Patriots, this was a common occurrence in their previous 
Super Bowl victories.

Brady would lead his team to down the field on two 
separate occasions, finally recapturing the lead with a 
game-winning touchdown pass to Julian Edelman from 3 
yards out with 2 minutes, 2 seconds left to play.

But not so fast my friend. Seattle would be able to 
drive down the field, thanks to a miraculous lying-on- his- 
back, 33-yard catch from Wilson to Jermain Kearse, all 
while being covered by Malcolm Butler. This put Seattle 
on the Patriots’ 5-yard line.

On the next play. Lynch ran the ball to the 1-yard line.
Then, with one of the most questionable calls in all 

of Super Bowl history, Wilson threw a slant that was 
intercepted on the ggal line. This sealed Tom Brady’s 
fourth Super Bowl win as a quarterback and the third for 
which he would be named MVP.

Brady went 37-50 for 328 passing yards with i^ur 
touchdowns and two interceptions. His 37 completions 
are a new Super Bowl record, along with surpassing Joe 
Montana as the all-time record holder for Super Bowl 
touchdown passes with 50 total.

Despite the “deflate-gate” controversy and a very 
challenging Seattle Seahawks team, Brady, head coach Bill 
Belichick, and the rest of the New England Patriots were 
able to come out on top of the NFL.

MURAL

Student artist questions judicial system
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(Top) Junior Anna Howard's mural criticized Guilford's approach to sexual assault committed by athletes. It has since been removed.
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global problem,” said Howard.
“A lot of college and professional athletes are not 

punished for their stupid s—”
The student reactions to the piece have been varied but 

generally support the validity of the mural’s statement.
“1 don’t think being an athlete should be any kind of 

viable excuse for getting you out of trouble,” said Brittney 
DeCesare, senior volleyball player and psychology major. 
“If you commit the crime, whether you’re an athlete or 
not, you should be held accountable regardless of what 
contribution you make to a team. To do otherwise defies 
all ethics and contradicts what they teach you in athletics 
about sportsmanship.”

Seth Rose, sophomore sports studies major and former 
soccer player, saw it differently.

“I see validity in it, but I think the mural is a little

misplaced,” said Rose. “Saying that this school dismisses 
sexual assault is one thing, but saying they’re dismissing 
sexual assault perpetrated by athletes is a whole other thing.

“I think it’s kind of wrongly attributing this principle to 
Guilford. I would much rather see it focused on students or 
the administration in general.”

The comments from the coaches was just as mixed.
“If you wanted to get the point across about sexual 

violence there should be a better way or more positive way,” 
said Dennis Shores, head tennis coach. “I don’t believe it 
should be in a cartoon because there is nothing funny about 
it. I believe it reflects a reality of society, but not a reality of 
Guilford. It’s an issue everywhere, on every campus.”

However, Danny Cash, head track and field coach 
worried more about the system than the aesthetic.

“As a person with a police background, I say that, overall, 
the system should handle itself, and it shouldn’t matter if 
you’re an athlete or not.”
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