Frank Hurst on The Western Front

Maric Morgzn

Whon the Unitoed Stutes
the war in April 1917, Frank
Hagsttiivaisiieilssnd o' Q Uf Dancanouti,
He enlisted whcn the Jirst drailt
was issued, Whon he said 500Dy
BT he-Starbiton whako: thiMibreops
WaFSIEOl Megiral Do New “Yora, o s
mother and Helon Zmivhr wero in
tears, He leuned for out the
train window to ‘gus thow for
might: e the last timo.

At New York he bearded a
steamer along with two or
hundred othor wmcn, T voynge
no fun, ths quartors wors crovd-
ed, he was scasicyk, and evsryono
was arraid of German suomarinoes
and torpedoss,

After what scomced an intoermin-
2ble period of time . thu
ed at Liverpool,  They were
comed c¢nthusiasticly and
by train to Loandcn, whors thoy
cutbarked for Le Havre., The trip
acroos the English channel was
hizerdous, but it tzock only two
hours.

Frowm Havre his
to Belecau Woods vhore he fought
in a terribls battle. Tic men
were fighting hard btut they werc
tired, Frank saw o Goruiin m2cnine
gunner and fired. Just as
Mo Golta f sPinzing acnucbion in
his. right arm, ‘He looxkaed Jown and
it was bleeding, He fought on and
g% i 1% hat night thesbatilo
lasted, He kopton, zthoush coulc
hardly move ome Toot nhistd of ©hc
Dphieviet wun bl N wn Il e )
from sheer exhaustion and loss
blood,
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When he rerainsd consciousness, |

he was lying in a bed. Other men
were lying in beds in long rows
gnpesciagide 'Lof, ~“the i ldingy
Women in waite were moving here
and there among the beds He
finally concluded that he was in
a hospital. ‘hen a nurss came by,
he asked where he was and was 1ne
formed that he was in a Red Cross
Hospital in Paris,

He lay there wondering
happened to the rest of Lis

whut
troop,

ship dock- |

he fircd.
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since no one could ~ive him any
information about them, H: was in
He was in the hos»nital until
March 1913,

dhen he left, he was ordered
to Verdun, A drive was Cegun on
Agrinne Foreast in hope of cutoing
of 2 the retreat ﬁibﬂ France, +‘he
trocns fouthit hard but it was a
region of devepy forvests, hizh

-0d narshy valleys, and
was slow, The first at=
not sucncessful. On Sept-

e meil Wonre cexclitedy
that another con-
CtT'“lou drive was to e start-
ed had spreald along the lines,
Many it woull be the deciding
attle of tie war, On the morn-
ings of Sentember 26 the word was
sivea tc push Torward, For over
a month they pushed slowly, but
ateadily ¢OTWer, fisghting in mud
ana rai:. It wa :egirﬁin~ to get
cool and Frank ten longed ior a
warm coat, it 1ast on Novemoer 1
the German defanses broke and the
troops pushed forward, Frank was
exhaustsd but triuvmphant,

News wasg Leins nissed to the
den thiat ths German were con-
ferring with the Allied leaders
about .eace Terms. At eleven o!
clock on Noveu .er 1l the booming
o guns along the lines ceased
wnd Ahstaal ubc checring of men
was hoeard, Voank's fira t thought
Wes about houwe and Helen, On
bovembcr 15 his troop (not nearly
as larzs as it was when it arrived

Ve lR T ﬂuu) left Liverpool for New
Yo#“ Vi Gis arrival they were
grosteld Dy tumultous cheering,
Helen hiis mother were theie
tor ool thae .
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