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The Christmas Gift‘
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By VIRGINIA STONE
“Loretta,” Mrs. Devante
dressed her_only
have something to tell you:
“You remember Mrs. McDon-
ald? She's a missionary in Chi-
a0
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“J think so,” responded Loretta.
«] just received a letter from

her asking me if it were possible

for me to keep a young Chinese
girl during the Christmas holidays.

The girl’s parents were killed in an

air raid in Woosung. Her parents

were quite wealthy. Mrs. McDon-
ald says she is an unusually smart
girl. She’s about your age and
speaks English. If we can keep
her until New Year’s Day, Mrs.

McDonald will have arrived her-

self and will take her. How would

you like this?”

“Mama, I was hoping we could
have one Christmas all iv our-
selves. Do we have to take her?”

“I'd like to. Mrs. McDonald
has done so much for me.”

“Oh—all right, but I can
T'm not going to like this &
With that, Loretta left the room,
shrugging her shoulders.

A few days later they were wait-
ing at the docks for the Chinese
girl. As the gangplanks were low-
ered, Loretta peered through the
crowds for what she
would be a dingy, yellow-skinned,
squinty-eyed girl,  with black
stringy hair. No figure of this
description did she catch sight of,
however. Finally she noticed a
shy, somewhat frightened young
girl among those coming down the
gangplanks. When she reached
the dock, the girl looked around,
puzzled with all the hustle and
bustle, Then her eyes met Loret-

’s. Before Loretta realized
what she was doing, she had dart-
ed toward the strange girl, who
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asked in_her foreign accent “sts;

Loretta Devant?”
Yoo,

“I am Waing Lu Senhua.”
“How do you do?” Loretta said
rather curtly.
“How do you do?”
said carefully.

s. Devante joined them, and
they were soon on their way to
the Devante home,

Loretta, who was made jealous

Waing Lu

thought | A

easily, began to resent 1
nresence soon after she arrived.
Mrs. Devante thoughtfully helped
aing Lu with different little

to the American
customs, and  Waing Lu learned
quickly.  Meanwhile  Loretta's
femper was rising. She, who had |
had all the attention formerly, e
sented not being the center of at-
traction. ‘

At dinner Waing Lu eyed the
silverware perplexet

“What are those?” she asked.

Loretta laughed. What a dumb
question, she thought to herself.

ut Mrs, Devante patiently taught
the girl, who had never eaten with
anything but chop sticks, how to
use a knife, fork, and spoon.

For the next few days Loretta
became even more envious of the
girl.
about to ask questions about
na,

Waing Lu enjoyed it all im-
mensely_—until they asked her
about the fighting. Then she

closed her mouth tightly, and a far
away look came into her eyes. She
had lived through days of horror,
probably more than any of the
American girls would ever witness
or experience.

In spite of Waing Lu’s efforts
to be friendly, Loretta would not
drop her icy manner toward her.
On Christmas Eve they were all
sitting cozily before a log fire,

Mrs. Devante finished telling
them softly the story of the first
Christmas, Waing Lu said, “T like
that” Then, after watching the

ically, “the flames! She jump so
funny!”  Loretta smiled and be-
gan to think Waing wasn’t so bad
after all.

That night, for the first time,
Loretta wished her goodnight, and

aing in return smiled gratefully.
The next morning Loretta was
awakened by a light rap on the
door,

“Come in,” she called sleepily.
Waing entered. As she tip-toed to
the bed, she drew a_beautifully
carved rosewood box from behind
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““This is for Loretta,” she said,
handing her the box.
[ “It’s a Chinese music box!” Lo-
retta exclaimed. Suddenly realiz-

head sorrowfully, “Oh, but I could
|not take it.””

American Cafe
New and Modern
REGULAR DINNER : 50¢

Home Cooking a

A Specialty

“Yes, 1 give to you—box i
Christmas _pre-sent. Grandfathe:
ave it. Father have it. 1 have
it. Now you have it.”

Loretta suddenly decided she
liked Waing Lu. “Say, you're
all right!” :

“Oh! ~ Waing Lu never sick!”
Waing Lu said, not comprehending
the slang expression—or the
change she had brought about in
Loretta’s disposition.

He flew through the air with the
greatest of ease,

he for

| But the funny part was
got

All her schoolmates crowded | ward w.

flame curiously she exclaimed com- |{!

ing the value of it, she shook her|t

Book Reviews

Editor’s note:
we would sal

report

that
might enj
for you to
Who
decide. however,
that it is quite characteristic of

the writer.
“BLACK ARROW”
By Stevenson

I wouldnt recommend th
book to anyone. All the charac

the main character has five or

The author uses one name
| time and another the next tin
and you can’t tell who is who.
This book is about E
when knights were bold and a man
wasn't a man until he k.‘ned a
ailing

i

more.

had captured during_some
She was often married at leas
| twice hefore he got her, and then
| she had hopes of marrying agai
Sir Richard Jack Matcham Shel
|ton (his name at the end of the
| book but just plain Richard at the
| first) was a boy who lived
Shore-by-the-Sea. After a -kni
of this town had killed Richard’

| father, the boy ran away and met
that

another became

hi
friend. s

ived in the woods

1 the

ding-place of John Amend-
Al the leader of the Black Arrow
| gang. the membe thi

gang had been wronged ome
| way by t night of Shoreby
| When they

‘m\med Joanna, fe.
Earl of Rishingham, W
heard that they had planned to kil
him, Richard ran awa
the Black Arrow gan; There he
avenged the death of his father
and married Joanna, whom he
dearly loved.” vin Doby

“MYSTERY TALES FOR BOYS
AND GIRLS"

By Elva S. Smith.
(Reviewed by Virginia Lowder
Young people who like t

mystery stories would enjoy rea
ing “Mystery Tales for Boy
Girls.

v-six selectio
tery tales and story
idden treasures, ghos

athered the:
stories and poems into one volume.
They range from “The Gold Ru
by Edgar Allan Poe, to “A:
Knight” by Fouque. This book i
for boys and girls from fourteen
vears of age upward

“KATHY”
By Josephine Daskham Bacon
(Reviewed by Ellen Hearne)
The story of Kathy and
chums by Josephine Daskham Ba.
con tells of the m:

DISTINCTIVE GIFTS...
For Men to Select From

Nationally advertised brands of merchandis

miliar with. Hart Schaffner o s o
h

nd Mark and Griffon clothes and
topeonts. Interwove Varsity Pajamas, Hi e
Buckle Sets, Arrow Shirts, Knox and Tec. Hats Bomns Homne
Cheney and' Resilio Neckwear.

ALLEN CLOTHING STORE

Exclusive Outfitters for Men

Botany

Rob

*REMEMBER—Y ou Always Save at Belk’s

BELK’S DEPARTMENT STORE

ALBEMARLE, N. C.

adventures

spends her vacations. Ther
with her two friends, she opens
tearoom to earn money for her
educational fund : )

Although Kathy kno:

her
parents are,

of er relatio un
|til she discovers accident a
| worthless looking pin that contain,
|2 family jewel. It is exciting to
follow and see just what happen
to Kathy, “Wyo”, Barbara and

“WILL ROGERS”

By P. J. O'Brien
(Reviewed by Anne Bickett
Parker)

‘Will Rogers”, by P. K
Brien, should certainly be l\v ke

among the best
hould be
boys.

of biographie

No boy could
o, o byl e o
Will Rogers. 0'Brien has made
place for himself s a writer by
un al, fascinati 2 3
telling his story.  You win laus
\{Illh him, ery with him, ang \&hf\
vou read'the part about the facr]

[ters have at least three names, and |t

and joined | g

Modeling Planes

Christmas Jo,
As a Hobby i

By C. B. EFIRD and
BOBBIE AUSTIN
Building and flying 1
planes is becomin i
s a sport for old as u
odeling airpla h
portunity for young m
o
t
1
n 1
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Snow at Twiligh”
By Louise Shoe

Snow at Dusk

MEET YOUR FRIEND®
AT OUR FOUNTAIN
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Thursday and Friday !
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"YOGUES OF 1938"

In Technicolor

COMING.. ..
“52nd Street”
Rex Beach’s “The Barrier”
“Stage Door’

STANLY THEATR

‘Albemarle’s Popular Playhouse”




