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The Future Depends On Us!
As we all know, the English 

curriculum will change radical
ly October 30. We will be in 
English classes of our own 
choice. Thirteen courses rang
ing from Science-fiction to 
Literature of the Bible, will be 
taught by the eight English 
teachers.

It’s not as easy as it sounds. If 
we choose to sit back and refuse 
to cooperate with teachers and 
other students, the plan will fall 
through. This new system will 
become what we make of it.

The student body has asked 
for change. Now we have it. But 
this change in curriculum is in 
the trial stages. Its success or 
failure depends on us. If the 
English department is success
ful in its attempt, hopefully 
other departments will make 
the switch.

Some will complain that the 
course that they are signed up 
for is not the one that they wish 
to take. This is probably the 
case in many instances. Such 
complaints should urge us to 
favor the independent study 
system for next semester in 
which the student concentrates 
his study on an area of his 
personal choice.

Many have expressed doubts

about signing up for a course 
taught by an unknown teacher. 
It is not the teacher who makes 
the course what it is; it is the 
class. All of the instructors will 
be open to suggestions from the 
class. The courses they teach 
are possibly as new to them as 
they are to you.

Admittedly, this change is for 
the future. Sophomores and jun
iors will receive the most 
benefit, but the success depends 
on seniors as well. If for no 
other reason, we should cooper
ate simply because eight 
faculty members spent hours of 
preparation on this project.

But we must also remember 
that through this program, we 
are broadening our knowledge. 
We will receive from this 
experience only as much as we 
wish to.

Think about it. Do we really 
want to waste our time and 
everyone else’s? Or do we want 
to work and make the 
curriculum change a worth
while endeavor?

Let’s make it worth the time 
and effort that has already been 
put in^o the project and create a 
program that we can be proud 
of.

THENEv̂

Last year THE FULL MOON
initiated a forum “to provide 
the students with a mode of 
communication...editorial let
ters.”

Again this year, “Forum For 
’E m ” will be provided to allow 
students with ideas or gripes to 
be heard. Please bring your 
letter to Room 214, or give it to 
someone on the journalism 
staff. You must sign the letter, 
although you can remain 
publicly anonymous. So, please 
use the. . .

i

Library Notes
BY MISS MARTHA DAVIS
Students may check out one 

magazine at the time to be used 
in the library during their stay.

Students may not check out 
magazines for the night until 
after the bell rings at 3:00 p.m. 
The assistant at the desk will 
reserve the magazine and you 
may pick it up after the final 
bell rings.

The student may check out 
only one magazine overnight, 
and it must be returned before 
8:30 a.m. the next morning. If 
the student does not abide by 
this rule, his name will be 
taken, and hie will not be 
allowed to check out magazines 
overnight again.

Please remember that m aga
zines are just as important to 
student research as books are. 
Be considerate of your fellow 
students in using them.

Homecoming: What’s The Use?

Speaking Of Spirit . . .
BY JOHN BAUGH

Spirit? Just exactly what is 
it? The cheerleaders yell about 
it and the coaches stomp and 
rave about it. At a football game 
someone can always be heard 
talking about the spirit of the 
team. But is it just associated 
with athletics?

School spirit involves the 
entire school. It is the stuff that 
makes a student body out of a 
school building full of students. 
It is a certain pride in the 
school, not only at its athletic 
events but at its concerts, in its 
yearbook and its newspaper, a 
pride that should be in 
everything the students do.

The school should be som e
thing greater than any one of its 
individual students, and school 
spirit comes from each student 
devoting himself to making his 
school and himself the best.

After a Friday night football 
game, whether the team wins or 
loses, the school is still proud of 
them. So it should be in the halls 
on Monday morning, whether 
the day is turning out good or 
bad, students should still feel 
proud to belong to ASHS. This 
pride shouldn’t be selfish or 
haughty but just a feeling that 
ASHS is the best and that w e’re 
making it better.

With school spirit, ASHS can 
be a school where teachers and

students care about each other, 
help each other and take pride 
in each other. If a student is 
having trouble, a teacher can be 
there to help. When a teacher 
needs help, the students can 
pitch in and help, because they 
care about each other.

To make this school the best it 
can possibly be, we all should 
have a spirit, a desire to make it 
the best and then take pride in 
each other for making our 
Senior High what it is; the very 
best.

BY ROY ROGERS

“home-com-ing (hom-cum- 
eng) n. 1. a return to one’s 
home; arrival at home. 2. an 
annual event held by a college 
or university for visiting 
alumni.” The Random House 
Dictionary of the English 
Language, Copyright 1971 by 
Random House Incorporated.

After visiting the school 
library and the new Stanly 
County Library, this definition 
of homecoming (from the 
Public Library) was all the 
information available on home
coming (Note: there was a 
definition in the school library, 
but it was not as concise as this 
definition.) This absence of 
information may be the cause of 
the discrepancy between our 
homecomings and those of 
colleges and universities.

In recent years homecoming 
has lost its meaning, becoming

Chocolate Runs Rampant I

Lurking somewhere in the 
halls is . a strange beast 
disguised as a human. But just 
as a vampire can be discerned 
by his unique dental arrange
ment, this monster can be 
sniffed out because of his 
ravenous appetite for chocolate.

The recent chocolate sale has 
uncovered several of these 
oddities. They sit all alone, 
attacking $().00 worth of the 
World’s Finest all by themsel
ves.

Average time for the con
sumption of an entire box (12 
bars) is about one minute, 52 
seconds, with about the same 
effects as alcohol. First comes 
elation, then intoxication, and 
finally stupor and sleep. But 
instead of hangover comes

acne, described as “a 
dermatologist’s nightmare, giv
ing a facial expression closely 
resembling the terrain of the 
moon.”

This may, however, cause a 
new fad. Insead of a nicotine fit, 
students may sneak away into 
the bathrooms to satisfy a 
chocolate fit. News headlines 
will read: CHOCOLATE AD
DICTION RAMPANT! HERS- 
HEY, PA. BESET BY CHOCO
LATE HUNTERS!, which is a 
nice start. But then our 
chocolate sale may do greater 
things than we hoped, to wit: 
CHOCOLATE SALE ENDS 
INFLATION! THE ECONOMY 
IS SAVED!

But for the time being we 
must be satisfied with our 
helpful results to the school. 
And as the chocolate eaters 
carry on the fight to give the 
world brown smiles, we sellers 
continue to seek the ultimate 
Mystery Buyer-Howard Huge.

Teacher: You missed my class yesterday, didn’t you? 

Student: Not in the least.

Some of the congressional investigators would look for bones in 
animal crackers.

An honest man is one who’s never been caught.

Hangover: the wrath of grapes.

An individualist is one who pays his taxes with a smile.

Small boy, just home from school: “I learned something new 
from the school psychologist today. It’s called ‘spanking’.”

Husbands are like wood fires. When unattended they go out.

We wish to pay tribute to the 
memory of Rachel Davis who 
was taken from us in an 
automobile accident September 
25. We deeply regret the loss of 
a fellow student in such a tragic 
manner.

just another tradition. The fact 
that we do not salute our alumni 
is not the only part of this 
defacement. In the past few 
years the homecoming theme 
was a half-baked plan that was 
virtually thrown together be
cause of time and expense 
limitations. Naturally, the stu
dents don’t get involved in 
homecoming week; they don’t 
really know what’s going on.

Last year, Mr. Hawkins had a 
discussion with the officers of 
the Boosters’ Club to consider 
homecoming. As the students 
stood then, no one really cared 
enough to get involved in 
homecoming to make it seem  
worthwhile. Everyone present 
felt that the Boosters’ Club 
should endeavor to bring about 
a change to make homecoming 
worthwhile; the other alterna
tive was to drop it completely.

Many possibilities were ap
proached, among them a poster 
campaign or something of that 
nature in which all clubs and 
homerooms participate. During 
homecoming week, each group 
would work on some project to 
be displayed and judged on 
Friday.

Another idea-much closer to 
the actual idea of homecoming 
was that during the game, or at 
least during half-time, a 
particular class or classes (like 
the Class of ’55 and the Class of

’60) get free coffee and donuts. 
They would also be mentioned 
as the honored guests during the 
homecoming festivities.

Since then, new officers have 
taken charge and once again 
homecoming is upon us. What 
happened to the ideas? The 
posters-or-something campaign 
was carried through, involving 
many more students in the 
homecoming activites.

Still remaining is the most 
relevant question: will the
alumni be honored at homecom
ing? Yes-but not by ASHS. The 
Jaycees are celebrating 50 
years of football at ASHS and 
have invited all alumni back for 
the festivities.

It certainly is shameful when 
an outside group has to do our 
work for us. If we can’t do it 
right, why should we do it at all? 
We could just let the Jaycees 
take it over because they 
appear to be more willing to 
work than we.

If confronted with this 
possibility, most of us would say 
“No, we want to have 
homecoming,” yet, wh«n the 
time comes for work, where do 
we go?

Homecoming is not some
thing for the students. Instead, 
it is one way we can say “thank 
you” to the classes before us 
who have made our school what 
it is. Is this too much to ask?

How Will You Spend It?
Ghosts and witches, trick or 

treating? What is it that we do 
on Halloween?

We so often find ourselves 
creating mischief on Halloween 
night. We find pleasure in 
scaring the wits out of a little 
child or throwing rotten eggs 
and water balloons at passing 
cars or house windows.

How many of us ever stop to 
think of the harm we are doing 
to other persons’ property and 
feelings? For weeks now we 
have been talking about getting 
together, caring for each 
other, and helping those we 
don’t really know.

Maybe Halloween is one way  
we can do these things. Instead 
of tearing down things and 
hurting people, this Halloween,

we have a chance to change We
can take the little girl or boy 
next door trick or treating, or 
m aybe w e can trick or treat for 
UNICEF this year.

Many persons, especially 
aged persons, enjoy having 
teenagers help them decorate 
for Halloween.

There are a lot of things that 
we can do, so try a little honest 
fun this Halloween. ^^0 m av  
find we like it.
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