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A CULT IN ALBEMARLE?
"Rocky Horror" at Midnight!

Seven years ago, unemployed 
Richard O’Brian was sitting in 
front of his fireplace writing a 
story. He had no idea of the in
stant success that would come to 
him as the writer of “The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show” .

“Rocky Horror” is a rock musi
cal parody of the old Saturday 
matinee, science fiction, and af
ternoon monster movies. It is be
coming one of the hottest cult 
films around. The film is hilari
ous and mildly x-rated; it is taste
less, plotless, and very pointless. 
None the less, hundreds of thou
sands of people rush to see the 
midnight showings in over 200 
college towns.

There is no point in trying to un
derstand this bizarre movie, be
cause there really is no story to it. 
A young couple just married, run 
out of gas in the middle of no
where. They see a castle and rush 
through the rain to reach safety 
and warmth at the castle. They 
are never the same again. The 
castle is infested with Transves
tites from Transylvania, and, 
here in the castle, is where the 
rest of the movie takes place.

Viewers are encouraged not on
ly to dress like the characters, 
but also to bring their own props, 
such as newspapers, rice, water- 
guns, toast, cards, and toilet pa
per. At different times during the
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film, they are allowed to throw 
these things at will. Another 
favorite part is when the au
dience is summoned to center 
stage where they dance “The 
Time Warp” . This unusual dance 
lets “Rocky Horror’s” fans jump, 
shout, shake, and wiggle.

The star, Tim Curry, who plays 
the trans-sexual, sometimes 
seems to mimic Mick Jagger and 
Alice Cooper with his large lips 
like Jagger’s and weird habits 
like those of Cooper’s.

Once you’ve seen “Rocky Hor
ror” , for the first time, it prob
ably won’t be the last. People who 
have seen the movie repeatedly, 
memorize the lyrics and even

add-lib to make the show an 
excitingly different event, no 
matter how many times you at
tend. The audience seems to con
trol the movie. They have power 
over it, and that’s one of the at
tracting things “Rocky Horror” 
provides for its viewers. People 
see this cult film so often that if 
you have s^en it fewer than ten 
times, you are addressed as a 
“virgin” .

The “Rocky Horror Cult” has 
become so popular that now there 
is even a Rocky Horror Fan Club. 
Those of you that haven’t, really 
ought to think about going. Until 
you see it, you don’t realize what 
you’re missing.

DRACU LA . . . the Fact Behind the Fiction
By DAN McKEITHEN

Dracula.
The word brings to mind dif

ferent things in different people. 
For instance, some think of a 
hideous looking creature of the 
night, while others think of a 
sophisticated, almost suave 
seducer of women. Actually, the 
original Dracula was neither of 
these. Vlad “Tepes” or Vlad “the 
Impaler” is probably the most 
famous of the family of rulers 
known as the Draculas. He was 
the Prince of Wallachia, which is 
present day Romania, for the 
greater part of his free adult life, 
after spending several years as a 
Turkish prisoner. It was during 
his reign as th Prince that he 
earned the name “The Impaler.” 
Dracula twice had at least 500 
boyars, or noblemen, impaled on 
tall stakes near his infamous cas
tle. Impalement was apparently 
Drac j la ’s favorite method of exe
cution; still, he had other means 
of mass murdering. As a great 
warrior, he had a reputation for 
being unnecessarily ruthless.

Dracula was not, however, a 
vampire. Romanian legend has it 
that vampires are undead crea
tures that drink human blood. 
While Dracula didn’t do this, he 
was prone to force people to can
nibalism on occasion. One gro
tesque example of this was when 
he would force mothers to eat 
their babies. Dracula ruled his 
principality of Wallachia in a ty
rannical fashion, and eventually 
authorized the deaths of more 
than 100,000 people. He virtually 
rid his country of the sick and 
poor by putting them all in a cas
tle and burning it to the ground.

Mircea The Great (?-1418), 
Dracula’s grandfather, was the 
first direct line of ancestors of 
Dracula. The Dracula family as a 
whole had a fairly undesirable 
reputation with the peasants in 
W a l la ch i a .  F o r  ex a m p le .
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Dracula’s father was Vlad II, or 
Dracula  ( the Devil) ,  and 
Dracula’s son was Vlad Tepelus, 
The Little Impaler. The end of the 
direct male descendants of 
Dracula came about 1660, when 
Mihail Radu, Dracula’s Great, 
Great, Great, Great grandson, 
died.
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Bram Stoker, author of Dracula, 
claimed to be inspired by a night
mare.
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On Halloween 
Problems V
by PAULA c o x

Bram Stoker published the 
novel Dracula in 1897. This is 
when Dracula became best 
known. Until then, he was not 
well known except among Turks 
and the people of Wallachia. Yet, 
people in other countries had 
heard rumors of the atrocities be
ing committed by the Prince of 
Wallachia.

Since Stoker’s publication of 
the original Dracula, variations 
on the theme have appeared in 29 
further novels, 118 short stories, 
innumerable newspaper and 
magazine articles, plus five tele
vision series reaching 430 million 
viewers in 17 countries.

Dracula's Seal

Students from both Albemarle 
and North Stanly high schools 
met Tuesday, October 15 at ASHS 
to discuss ways of preventing 
vandalism on Halloween night.

Chief of Police Don Frey and 
Doyle Poplin of Crime Preven
tion, met with about 40 high 
school students to get their views 
on the issue of vandalism. The 
problem is especially delicate 
this year as the Albemarle-North 
Stanly ballgame, a big rivalry, is 
being played Halloween night.

Represented at the meeting 
were Student CouncU officers, 
class officers, cheerleaders, foot
ball players, band and drum ma
jors, and the newspaper and an
nual staffs. Chief Frey requested 
that each club get together and 
develop some ideas to be present
ed to the entire group later.

Everyone at the meeting seem
ed aware of the past problems of 
Halloween. Ninth Street, where 
an estimated 200 teenagers con
gregated last year, became the 
scene of much violence. Most of 
the people there were interested 
in destroying houses, cars, and 
mail boxes. Although the esti
mate is low, some $1,845 in dam
age was done by bricks, rocks, 
and eggs. Sixteen cases if vanda
lism were reported, each having 
damage ranging from $10 to $500.

As the session progressed the 
students began suggesting ideas 
such as posters being hung about 
the schools, articles being printed 
in the school and local newspa
pers, tapes being recorded and 
played on local radio stations, 
and students influencing others to 
respect others’ property on Hallo
ween and all nights. Several 
North Stanly teenagers mention
ed a dance being held at their 
school after the ballgame, but the 
plans were incomplete.

Bill Norman, President and 
General Manager of WZKY at
tended the session, stressing that 
his station is willing to cooperate 
in any manner. He suggested that 
free movies be shown at local 
theaters on Halloween night, but 
he had no further information on 
that topic.

Albemarle City Council mem
bers were told of the suggestions 
made at the meeting and are ex
pected to act on the issue soon.


