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THE OLD MM AND THE SEA

THE OLD MAN 'AND THE SEA i s  a very 
s h o r t ,  d i r e c t  n o v e l  by E rn e s t  Hemingway. 
I t  i s  th e  s t c r y  o f  an o ld  f isk e rm an . 
This man i s  n e i t h e r  d ram a tic  n o r  g lam er- 
ous . He i s  th e  t y p i c a l  man. This ad
v en tu re  i s  n o t  u n iq u e ;  i t  could happen 
t o  anyone. His s to r y  i s  n o t  f a n t a s t i c ;  
i t  i s  r e a l i s t i c .  The s t o r y  u n fo ld s  i h  a 
l i t t l e  w harf  tew nr The o ld  f isherm an  has 
f i s h e d  e i g h ty - f o u r  days w ith  l i t t l e  su c 
c e s s .

A younf b o y ,  th e  o ld  mein^s f r i e n d , e n 
courages him on th e  e i g h t - f i f t h  day to  
t r y  ag a in .  The o ld  man was an e x p e r t  
fisherm an  in  h i s  y o u th ,  and he has n e v e r  
been d isc o u rag e d .  With i r o n i c  optim ism  
he s e t s  f o r t h .

E v e n tu a l ly  th e  o ld  man f e e l s  a f o r c e 
f u l  tu g  on h i s  l i n e .  His lo n g  a n t i c i p a 
t e d  f i s h  has f a l l e n  p rey  t o  th e  l u r e .  
The ca tch  dees n o t  give in  e a s i l y ;  how
e v e r ,  th e  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  o f  b r in g in g  th e  
f i s h  in  i s  f i n a l l y  accom plished  a f t e r  a 
day and n ig h t  o f  con tinuous  t r i a l .

A f te r  th e  o ld  man has  f a s te n e d  th e  
f i s h ,  whose measure i s  f i f t e e n  f e e t ,  to  
th e  s id e  o f  th e  b o a t ,  sh a rk s  a t t a c k  and 
e a t  th e  p r i z e .  The o ld  man, a f t e r  a l l
hope and w ork, i s  l e f t  w ith  only  th e  
s k e le to n  o f  th e  f i s h .  A c tu a l ly  he has 
g a in ed  more th an  a g ia n t  s k e le to n  o f  th e  
f i s h ;  he has r e g a in e d  h i s  s e l f - r e s p e c t  
and s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .  He has  proven to  
th e  v i l l a g e ,  th e  boy ,and  more i n p o r t a n t ,  
t o  h i n s e l f , t h a t  he i s  s t i l l  th e  g r e a t  
f isherm an  t h a t  he once was.

THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA i s  a very  
good, s im ple  s t o r y .  The s to r y  makes use 
o f  sy irbolism ; th e  f i s h  r e p r e s e n t s  renew
ed h o p e ,  c o n f id e n c e ,  and v ig o r  t o  th e  
o ld  man. The d e s c r ip t i o n  i s  e x c e l l e n t .
Hemingway w r i t e s  i n  an a p p e a l in g  and 
r e a l i s t i c  manner. T his  book i s  an ex 
c e l l e n t  p ie c e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  be re a d  
and e n jo y ed .  I t  may be rri- pax

but" i.l:s tx-no va lue  l i v e s  on.

LES MISERABLES 
V ic to r  Hugo i s  th e  French a u th o r  o f  

LES MISERABLES, a d a r in g  s to r y  which 
ta k e s  p la c e  in  P a r i s ,  Jean  V aljean  i s  
th e  l e a d in g  c h a r a c t e r .  He has j u s t  been 
r e l e a s e d  from th e  g a l le y s  where he has 
s p e n t  n in e te e n  y e a r s  as a g a l le y  s l a v e .  
His o r g i n a l  o f fe n s e  was th e  s t e a l i n g  o f  
a l o a f  o f  b read  to  feed  th e  seven c h i l d 
ren  o f  h i s  widowed s i s t e r ,

V a ljean  i s  an o u t c a s t  and i s  sco rned  
when he r e g a in s  h i s  freedom . He i s  f i 
n a l l y  g iven  h o a rd  and food by a k in d ly  
o ld  b is h o p .  He s t e a l s  two s i l v e r  can d le 
s t i c k s  from th e  b ishop  and i s  apprehend
ed by th e  l o c a l  p o l i c e .  I r o n i c a l l y  th e  
b ish o p  t e l l s  th e  p o l i c e  t h a t  he has 
g iven  Jean V a ljean  th e  c a n d le s t i c k s  and 
th u s  saves  h i s  l i f e .  He th e n  charges  
V a ljean  to  ta k e  th e  c a n d le s t i c k s  and go 
f o r th  t o  a new way o f  l i f e .  The o ld  con
v i c t  ta k e s  th e  oath  t o  h e a r t  and in  a 
few y e a rs  has e s t a b l i s h e d  h im s e l f  as th e  
s a i n t l y  mayor o f  a French town. He lo s e s  
h i s  p o s i t i o n  when he r e v e a l s  h i s  i d e n t i t y  
t o  p r o t e c t  a n o th e r .  He i s  r e tu rn e d  t o  
th e  g a l l e y ,  b u t  escap es  and i s  th o u g h t 
drowned.

Jean  V aljean  ta k e s  charge o f  an o r 
p h an ,  C o s e t t e ,  t o  whom he devo tes  h i s  
l i f e .  The sm a l l  g i r l  i s  th e  f i r s t  hnaman 
whom he has e v e r  loved .  He l i v e s  f o r  
h e r ;  she i s  h i s  very  l i f e ,  C o se tte  nev- 
v e r  l e a m s  o f  h e r  ’’f a t h e r ’s "  t r u e  id e n 
t i t y .  She m atures i n t o  a very  b e a u t i f u l  
young woman and m a rr ie s  a w ea lthy  man.

The s t c r y  i s  ve ry  len g th y  and t o  g ive  
th e  minute d e t a i l s  would r e q u i r e  too  
much. The r e a d e r  can h a rd ly  h e lp  b u t  
love th e  o ld  c o n v ic t  who becomes a n e a r  
s a i n t .  This n o v e l  i s  d r a m a t ic ,  f u l l  o f  
fa s t-m o v in g  a c t i o n ,  and very  r e a l i s t i c .  
I t  g ives  a v iv id  accoun t o f  th e  Napeoleon 
i c  wars and c o n ta in s  a good d e a l  o f  
French h i s t o r y  which h e lp s  one t o  u n d e r 
s ta n d  th e  tim e and e v e n ts  o f  t h a t  h i s 
t o r i c a l  p e r io d .  As th e  book ends and 
Jean  V aljean  d i e s ,  th e  r e a d e r  can b u t  
cry  over th e  w o r ld ’s lo s s  o f  a g r e a t  man.

Anyone who has n o t  read  t h i s  trem en 
dous n o v e l  would g r e a t ly  p r o f i t  from do
in g  so .  The s t o r y  i s  one o f  th e  most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  a l l  n o v e ls .  The s a c r i 
f i c e s ,  t r i a l s ,  and i n j u s t i c e s  s u f f e r e d  
by Jean  VaJjoan one t o  love • t h i s

t a b le  c h a r a c t e r .


