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REASONS FOR ATTENDING COLLEGE

Che c f  th e  most im p o r ta n t  d e c i s io n s  t h a t  we w i l l  make i s  v^hether o r  n o t  t o  a t te n d  
c o l le g e  a f t e r  h igh  sch o o l g r a d u a t io n .  Most o f  us have dec ided  t o  c o n t in u e  our edu
c a t i o n ,  Various re a so n s  have in f lu e n c e d  t h i s  im p o r tan t  dec is io n *  The m a jo r i ty  o f  
us w i l l  a t t e n d  c o l le g e  because ou r p a r e n t s  a re  i n t e r e s t e d  in  our w e lfa re  and " a re  

f in a n c e  o u r  e d u c a t io n .  Some o f  us f in d  th e  id e a  o f  g e t t i n g  away from 
home ex trem ely  i n t r i g u i n g .  OUr f r i e n d s  a re  going",to  c o l le g e  and v;e f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  

th e  t h i n g  t o  d o . ”  ̂ The e x c e l l e n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b ro ad en in g  our a c q u a in ta n c e s  i s  
always an encou rag ing  f a c t o r .  Few c f  us g i r l s  w i l l  deny t h a t  th e  hopes o f  f in d in g  
ou r  l i f e - t i m e  p a r t n e r  d id  n o t e n t e r  ou r  rriinds when we chose a c o e d u c a t io n a l  c o l le g e .  
S t i l l  many peop le  e n t e r  c o l le g e  s o l e l y  f o r  th e  purpose o f  a c q u i r in g  an e d u c a t io n .  
People a t t e n d  c o l le g e  f o r  any o f th e s e  rea so n s  o r  f o r  a com bination  o f  them.

By now most o f  us know where th e  iv y  i s  th e  g r e e n e s t .  We have chosen c o l l e g e s ,  
o r  shou ld  I say t h e  c o l le g e s  have chosen u s ,  ra n g in g  from th e  sm a ll  ju n i o r  c o l le g e  
t o  a l a rg e  s t a t e  u n iv e r s i t y .  Wo m ight p ic k  a n o r th e rn  u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  we might p r e f e r  
ou r n a t iv e  s o u th la n d .  Many t im e s  our p a r e n t s  in f lu e n c e  us t o  a t t e n d  t h e i r  alma 
m ate r . I f  we a re  w ise ,  we w i l l  s e l e c t  a c o l le g e  t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e s  in  ou r m ajor. We
may choose a c o l le g e  f o r  i t s  h igh  academic s t .3nd ard s  o r  f o r  i t s  la c k  o f  them. We
choose c o l le g e s  t h a t  v / i l l  b e s t  s u i t  ou r p a r e n t s  pocketbooks. Our p a r e n t s  may 
choose th e  c o l le g e  f o r  u s .  We may a t t e n d  a c o l le g e  t h a t  has awarded us a s c h o la r 
s h i p ,  o r  we may have l i t t l e  cho ice  and go w herever we can g e t  in .  A few o f  us w i l l
o b ta in  ou r fo rm al e d u c a t io n  a t  th e  c o l le g e  t h a t  we s e l e c t e d  y e a r s  ago.

C ollege has alv^ays seemed i n t h e  d i s t a n t  f u tu r e  so  t h a t  now when th e  gap o f  tim e  
t h a t  was once wide i s  c l o s in g  b e fo re  u s ,  wc become p u zz led  and w o rried . We 
always have f e a r s  o f  f a i l i n g .  As we com plete ou r f i n a l  y e a r  o f  h igh  s c h o o l ,  we 
become more independen t o f  our p a r e n t s .

I t  i s  ha rd  t o  know what t o  e x p e c t  in  c o l l e g e .  We a l l  hope t h a t  we cen r e tu rn  t o  
t e l l  ou r t e a c h e r s  t h a t  they  a re  wrong because c o l le g e  i s  no  more d i f f i c u l t  than  high 
s c h o o l.  V/e w i l l  meet people  who come from d i f f e r e n t  env ironm ents  th a n  what we had 
p r e v io u s ly  been accustomed to .  The ad ju s tm en ts  t h a t  we w i l l  make t o  c o l le g e  l i f e ,  
our p r o f e s s o r s ,  and our f r i e n d s  w i l l  p ro b ab ly  in f lu e n c e  us f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  o u r  l iv e s *  
In c o l le g e  w e^w ill meet more c h a l l e n g e s ,  and we w i l l  have t o  a c c e p t  th e s e  c h a l le n g e s .  
O ĵr p a r e n t s  w i l l  n o t  be t h e r e  t o  h e lp  u s .  V/e w i l l  l e a rn  many th in g s  in  c b l l e g e — 
th in g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  in  th e  te x tb o o k ,  bu t most o f  a l l  we w i l l  began t o  grow up.
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