
The Meaning Behind Presents
By Ciena Tomaso

Slate Clinics to Explain 
Medicare Part D Changes

A smell of cookies wafted up into the 
rafters of 144 Milky Way Drive. A girl sat 
bent over her sewing, working as hard as 
she could. She wished the cookies were 
hers. Soon, a tiny deer emerged from 
her scissors. She cut it out of a brovwi 
fabric, cheap, about ten cents a yard at 
Fabric Byless. The girl pricked her finger 
with the needle, and promptly dropped 
everything.

"Ohcrud." Shepickeditupandwentback 
to work. The gift was for her cousin.

"And it's near Christmas time, best not 
mess it up now." She stitched a small line 
around the outline of the deer, leaving 
a small opening for stuffing. The girl's 
name was Alice, and she enjoyed sewing 
normally, but this was in a rush. The cousin 
was poor, and had about as many toys as 
a mouse has pet cats.

Alice stuffed the deer with fabric scraps 
and stitched the space up, then fluffed 
it up and tied a ribbon around it. It was, 
really, the best toy a six year old could 
have in 1810, in England. Well, at least a 
poor child.

Alice stuck the deer in a pocket in her 
apron and went off to work at the shoe 
factory.

Sbc days lateratChristmas Eve, thecousin 
received the deer with ecstasy.

"Wait, Alice, I'll put Deery down." said

Wendy. Wendy was Alice's cousin. Right 
now Alice was trying to jerk her into a 
lively game of London Bridge.

Itwas thenthatGrowl, Alice's dog, made 
his entrance.

"GRRROWWL!" the dog grasped 
the deer firmly in his jaws and shook it 
crazily.

"NCXX)!" cried Wendy, and Wendy 
rushed to the dog, but the damage was 
done...

The deer was wrecked.
That night, Wendy slept restlessly. She 

didn't hear the scuffling and "OOF!" that 
came down the dusty old chimney. In the 
morning, Wendy looked at her stocking 
slowly, half afraid Santa forgot, since she 
had had a deer.

"Alice!" cried W endy in hysterics. 
"LOOK!" She waved a parcel in Alice's 
face and ripped it open. In it was a tiny 
deer, almost identical to Deery except 
it had a tag saying, "Happy Holidays, 
Sincerely, Santa."

"What are you going to name him?" 
asked Alice. Wendy looked at her like she 
was crazy. "OBVIOUSLY, what Christmas 
is about!"

"W hat's  that?" questioned  Alice, 
w ondering if the answer w ould be 
'presents!'

"Joy."

M any Medicare Prescription Drug 
(Part D) Plans are making major changes 
in their benefits starting January 2007. 
Plans are required to notify customers, in 
advance, of any changes they are making, 
but they are allowed to continue to use 
the current plan names. Even if you are 
completely satisfied with your current 
plan, read your m onthly statem ent 
carefully, particularly the section on 
"How your plan will work for 2007."

Those who had an enhanced plan in 
2006 that covered both generic and brand 
name drugs after the initial coverage 
period, also known as "the gap," will 
be significantly impacted. In 2007, 
enhanced plans will cover only generics 
in that region and some individuals may 
spend up to the catastrophic coverage 
zone. If this is the case, an enhanced plan 
may not be the most economical choice 
for next year. Subscribers may switch to 
any other Part D plan during the armual 
enrollm ent period, Novem ber 15 to 
December 31,2006. The next opportunity 
to change will be at the end of 2007.

The Drug Plan Finder is a Medicare 
computer program  that gives access 
to the premiums, deductibles and the 
co-payments charged by each plan for 
specific medications. Using information 
on the dosage and medication strength

of drugs each individual uses, the Finder 
calculates the amount the individual 
will spend each month for every plan. 
This program is available to the public 
at w w w .m ed ica re .gov . For those 
without internet access or with limited 
experience , SHIIP (Senior H ealth  
Insurance Information Program) will 
process your information through the 
Finder and provide details on the three 
least expensive plans. These results will 
be mailed to the individual.

To acquaint you with rules of the 
Medicare Drug Plan and collect the 
necessary information on your personal 
medication usage, SHIIP will be hosting 
multiple free clinics during the annual 
enrollment period. These clinics last 
about 90 minutes and are held on the 
third floor of the CM AST Building on the 
campus of Carteret Community College 
in Morehead City. Call the Cooperative 
Extension office at 222-6359 to sign up 
for one of the sessions.

SHIIP counselors are local volunteers 
w ho p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  on and 
assistance w ith health insurance for 
seniors. They do not recommend or sell 
specific products or plans.

The sessions are held at 9 a.m. and 
again at 10:30 a.m. December 5, 7, 13, 
14, 20, 21, 27, 28.

YOUR TIMING 
WON’T BE OFF

W HFNYQU INVEST REGULARLY
If one of your worries is whether you’re Investing at the right time, it 
shouldn’t be. By Investing a set annount of money regularly, you establish 
a simple routine that can help make your financial goals a reality.

In addition, investing regularly can;
• Make it possible to use market fluctuations to your advantage
• Add potential growth and diversification to your portfolio
• Keep your long-term financial goals in focus

To learn how Investing on a regular basis can help you reach your 
financial goals, call or visit your local investment representative

today.
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Greg Patterson
Investment Representative 

Morehead Crossing 
278 Hwy. 24, Suite F 

Morehead City, NC 28557 

252-247-5581  
Pat Rauhauser, 

AAMS
1205 B Arendell Street 

Moreheatl City, NC 2855i

252-247-3335

Call or Stop by 
today to arrange 
a free, face-to-face 
portfolio review.

Edward lones
i r u i t '.  e d  K tud jo  nes.co tn  

Member SIPC
Serving Indhndual Investofs Since 1871

Around Town,..
with Linda Stauncli

n-TV 10 - Community Television

Mondays at 4:30pm  
Wednesdays at 8:00pm  

Fridays at 10:00pm  
Sundays at 9:00am

FO X-TV 8 
Saturdays at 7:30am

The Topic for DECEMBER;

“My Favorite Holiday 
Tradition”

Sponsored by:

Bojangles ECIM
BSH Home Appliances Pepsi - Minges Bottling Group 

The Sun Journal

'*R fc e 's
A ppliances & Electronics SOURCE

© M AY TA G  @  m ir fn k o r
•^Depeadonus.'*

2510 Neuse Blvd.

Builder Sales and Fully Stocked Neuse village shopping ctr.

Parts & Service Department New Bern, n c  28562

With next day delivery on special orders. 638-2437

Patti Norris 
Pine Knoll Shore Resident

(252) 726-1044

Onterior Comultatiom
• Custom Window Coverings

• Wood Blinds
• Vertical Blinds
• Woven Woods
• Bamboo Shades

• Soft Shades
• Duette & Silhouettes
• Plantation Blinds & Shutters

http://www.medicare.gov

