
EDITORIALS
From the Editor s Desk

I would love to take 
full credit for the success 
of this semesters issues of 
The Whetstone, hut to do 
so would he unfair. Before 
I tell you more about this 
newspaper, let me tell you 
a little of its recent his
tory, and you will perhaps 
understand why I am so 
humbled and honored to 
be a part of it. After several 
years of high productivity 
in the early 2000s, regular 
production slowed, due to 
staffing issues and constant 
technological problems. 
Once upon a time. The 
Whetstone staff included 
over a dozen people; in the 
time of the Great Depres
sion (as I like to call it), 
two people struggled to 
keep the newspaper alive.

But in Fall 2007, a new 
staff took over: Caitlin 
Foreman, Laura Cook, 
Shay Wilson, and me. 
Though I must on the 
grounds of truth (not false 
humility!) dismiss much 
of my own contributions, 
the new regime of these

excellent women brought 
about a renaissance for The 
Whetstone. With Caitlihs 
force of personality, com
munication with students, 
faculty and staff was 
changed and perfected, 
and it was her curious and 
biting nature that dug up 
many of our best articles. 
Laura, whose name still 
resounds in the English 
Department as near
legend, brought a criti
cal eye and a journalistic 
(and thankfully, a moral) 
standard that continues 
today. Shay Wilson proved 
herself a treasure, working 
in the background to keep 
the newspaper s finances in 
order—and it wasn’t until 
after she left that we real
ized how much she had 
contributed.

After Caitlin’s gradua
tion in December 2008,
I assumed the mantle of 
leadership. It hasn’t been 
easy, but being Editor in 
Chief hasn’t been nearly 
as challenging for me as 
for Caitlin—not because
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I’m better than her, but 
because she, in all her 
strength, fought through 
every obstacle and cleared 
a path for me. My staff 
and I have been reap
ing the benefits sown by 
Caitlin and her staff, and 
I am inexpressibly grate
ful for it. With every issue 
we produce, we have new 
writers and new contribu
tors and new feedback. 
Students come up to me 
and say “I loved this!” or, 
just as welcome, “I hated 
this!”—the point is, peo
ple are reading the news
paper that is their student 
voice. Once, The Whetstone 
had to hunt for volunteers; 
now, often, they come to 
us with ideas for an article. 
A headline in Febru
ary prompted a response 
in March, and still the 
debates continue in this 
issue (see Response to Gun 
Free Zone by Jed Edwards 
on page 4). Once, we 
had to hunt for excit
ing stories; now, students 
are writing articles about 
ugly subjects, or editori
als expressing worldviews 
different from the usual 
Montreat milieu (see Erin 
Cross’s front page story

on sex trafficking. Notfor 
Sale, and Nathan Adams’ 
Why I am an Agnostic on 
page 4). Even the everyday 
classroom discussions are 
finding their way into the 
paper, because you, the 
students, care enough to 
share your thoughts (see 
three student insights into 
the question of profanity 
in life and in art by Gessi 
Boyd, Jada Parker, and 
Stephen Long on page 8).

So, we are all blessed— 
because you are helping 
me build up this news
paper. Continue to read 
and react, and don’t ever 
hesitate to speak up. If you 
loved an article, tell me. If 
you hated an article, tell 
me. If you disagreed with 
something we printed—

write to me and tell me 
why. If you saw a great 
movie, write a review.
If you want to praise an 
awesome professor or 
roommate, write a funny 
(or sincere) tribute. If you 
took pictures at a baseball 
game or an event at the 
Manorhouse, let us pub
lish them. If you helped 
with a project for the ES 
Department, share your 
experiences. If you are a 
student on this beautiful 
campus, and you want to 
see your college bettered 
and your classmates and 
professors enriched, sup
port The Whetstone with 
your unique contribu
tions.
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I want to express my 
appreciation for Caleb 
Hofheins’ article, “The 
Music of Mess—^Thoughts 
on The Shack.” Caleb offers 
us a powerful insight when 
he says, “The healing of God 
is a mystery, but it is becom
ing evident that He knows 
our persons so well that He 
will restore us in ways which 
are best for us.” The rub lies 
in having the moral courage 
to allow what is best for us 
to remain a mystery in the

midst of our bitter disap
pointments and frightening 
pains.

As we enter Holy Week 
we have a new opportunity 
to understand our lives in 
the context of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ that promises us 
“for our sake He made Him 
to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of 
God.” n Cor. 5: 21.

I look forward to another 
article by Caleb!

-Dr. Gary Van Brocklin
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