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AN APPRECIATION OF “AN APPRECIATION”

I was much gratified and surprised 
on perusing last week’s Caduceus to 
note _an article entitled “An Apprecia
tion, taken i'rom an article by Ma
jor Harlow Brooks, M. R. C„ of Camp 
Upton, which first appeared in “The 
Cure,” and it is to Major Brooks that 
we extend our thanks and apprecia
tion for his appreciatibn of our work 

Major Brooks very truly says that 
It IS somewhat of a shock to the civil 
pnysician who is accustomed all his 
liie to the service of women nurses 
to have only men, and those usually 
but poorly trained, to care for the sick 
and so dependent does the civil physi
cian become on the service of the ef
ficient trained nurse, that he would at 
once say that the adequate care ot 
grave medical eases nowadays was im
possible without the care' of trained 
nii^rses, very truly too this question 
when propounded by military sur- 
geons shows a very wide and definite 
ditterence of opinion, and we are much 
gratified indeed to note that the strict
ly military surgeon from vast fields 
of experience claim that the hospital 
corps man has nearly always made 
good in the past and “in certain forms 
of cases ’ he is more efficient than 
the female trained nurse, particularly in field work.

We likewise concede that a physi
cian in, and who has in addition served 
for a number of years in military life 
and hospitals, as has been the lot of 
Major Harlow Brooks, is better qual
ified to speak as an expert on the qual- 
lUes, be they good, bad or indifferent 
of the ward man, and though no one 
as Major Brooks so aptly puts it, has 
a keener sense of the good qualities, 
the devotedness to duty, the high char
acter and general efficiency of the 
trained nurse than we have, still as 
ne truly says she has no superlative 
or exclusive claim on these virtues 
neither do we as ward men wish to 
disparage the trained nurses in the 
slightest degree, or to take from them 
any speck of credit which .we grant 
they so justly deserve, all honor to 
them, but we do believe in the old 
maxim of “giving the devil has due.”

We thank you again. Major Brooks 
for your respect for us and our capa
bilities, and wish to assure you, sir 
we shall always do our utmost to be 
deserving of the same.

No, sir as you very truly say, as an 
Angel of mercy,” we will never grace 

the cover of a magazine, neither can 
We ever be accused of urging Robert 
W. Service to poetic inspirations, at 
the same time no one will ever justly 
a.ccuse us of deserting or neglecting 
a comrade or any one else who may 

Q in distress, as you have known 
hiin you say he has never been a 
real lady, we lay no claim to that, at 
the same time some of us do not even 
lay claim to the title of Gentlemen in 
every sense of the word, but should

h test of the 
stuff that real men are men of St. 
Peter will be able to enter up in his 
laboratory report as 100 per cent man.

Just as Major Brooks says in the

early days of the hospital at Camp 
Upton, so in the early days here, cold 
and wintry days, some of some, some 
of us took over our wards when the 
carpenters had not even vacated them, 
my experiences are brought vividly 
back to my mind. I was put in a ward 
as wardmaster. wherein the Carpen- 

■ ters had not only not vacated same, 
but that same ward had never even 
seen a bed up to that time, or any
thing pertaining to a ward- dr the care 
of the sick, we worked live beavers 
that morning, two others and myself 
That was around 9 a. m. and around’ 
11 a. 111. Thirteen patients were march
ed in on us. The experience of ward 
work was mostly foreign to all of us. 
We knew little about it and-claimed 
to know less. But any of those same 
patients who are fortunate enough to 
be numbered among the living today 
will tell you that they slept sound 
tind comfortably in an almost spotless- 
ly clean ward’that night. Since that 
time we have many times iTondered 
over the nights when we worked un
til 11:.10 and sometimes midnight 
never having left the ward since 7 a. 
m. that same morning and then 
reveille to stand before 6 a. m. the 
next morning. I have likewise seen 
the time when we admitted twenty- 
seven new patients after supper time, 
and have stayed and “written them 
all up before leaving the ward, an'i 
many is the time weh ave still been 
scrubbing the ward floors after 10'.30 
with lye, hot water, etc. Bear in mind 
this was not . ail compulsory, but all 
voluntary work, in order to get the 
new wards in ship-shape condition. 
Hut we went to it without being ask
ed. -We came into the game to do all' 
we could and in doing this we were 
simply playing the game.” This par
ticular case of my own experience is 
inerely one of many. There were many 
other boys as badly handicapped as I 
was; many who worked as hard, and 
possibly some harder. In other words 
as Major Brooks says, other emer
gencies arose, suicides, murders, med
ical cases demanding promptness of 
action, judgment, stamina, and perfect 
co-operation. During all this time re
member there were no female nurses 
here, and we did not lose a case.

Again, as Major Brooks says, at 
times we have had to play the role 
of carpenter, plumber, clerk, electri
cian and fill a hundred and one other 
positions, and have no doubt, as the 
major observes, at times proved our
selves to be very efficient thieves. 
There were times when the wards 
were in dire need of innumerable ar
ticles, and as if by magic there have 
appeared over night such things as 
shelves closets, electric lights, ham
mers, files, desks, pigeon holes, and 
many such minor articles too numer
ous to mention.

We admit we are not handsome to 
gaze upon. In fact, at times, we might 
prove a shock to some over-sensitive 
minds, and again no one ever placed 
us in an heroic role, in prose, rhyme 
or paragraph. But we will, as Major

Brooks says, do, dare or die whenever 
the occasion arises, and often when 
it doesn’. Just take a census of the 
med det of this hospital at present, 
lor instance, and wherever unrest lies, 
fathom it, and I’ll warrant you’ll find 
in almost every instance that it is as 
one man said to me, that this is “too 
tame; we want to get in the thick of 
It, where the danger lies, where we 
can see real active service, and where 
we can be of greatest srvice to our 
brothers in arms. If we don’t come 
lack vl'e 11 have nothing to worry us, 
and if we do, God willing, it will be a 
pleasant surprise to us all.”

No, sir, you won’t find any monu
ments to our memory, and we do not 
ask them, but as Reed Lazeer and 
Agramonte said, the corps man is al
ways only too ready and willing to 
risk not only his happiness, but also 
us life to save the life, health and 
happiness of others.

graceful or pretty 
on Red Cross posters, painted in pret
ty dolors, but we will bear crosses 
at any time and place, no matter how 
heavy the burden may be.

Again, I must quote Major Brooks 
when he says that there are times 
when we hold out tongues, although 
It IS mighty distasteful to do so. when 
others are loosened to a more seri
ous degree, and we have as he like
wise says stepped aside to be dis
placed by trained female nurses, but 
when they need us again and the

generous 
manly sportsmanship is 

needed you will know where to find 
us, and when .you do you will always 
find us “playing the game.”

Once again, Major Brooks, for your 
kind appreciation, we thank you.

SljRGT. GEO. E. WOOLUARD.

WOMEN FOR LAB. WORK.

We are liable to have women in our 
laboratories any time now, as the Sur
geon General’s Office in Washington, 
D C., has decided to employ them as 
bacteriologists and pathologists in all 
base hospitals in this country This 
decision was reached a short time ago 
and already the women may be seen in 
the laboratories in some of our larg
est base hospitals. We cannot boast 
of any in laboratory yet, but the un- 
pected Is likely to occur any time.
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