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In 2003, a survey shows
that 61% ofstudents do
not support a switch.to a
trimester system. 8% do
support the switch, with
18% uninformed and 13%
undecided.

In October 2003, the UNC
tuition grant was approved
for NCSSMstudents,
granting students who were
accepted to UNC schools
free tuition.

Infall 2003, the tardy
policy that is now inplace
wasfirst instated. Teachers
could choose whether or
not to punish studentsfor
being 5 minutes late.

“When parents tell their
neighbors andfriends
theif* little one is in her
third trimester at NCSSM,
shame will not mar their
faces, ” the Stentorian
reported infall 0f2004.
The administration made
the decision to switch

to a trimester schedide,
amid much debate about
the issue. The schoolday
is extended another 50
minutes to 4:15.

Alt Days are eliminated
with the coming ofthe
trimester system: “The
addition oftheir lackluster
equivalents (shortened
periods) rub students the
wrong way, and Miniterm
in the dead ofwinter leaves
some out in the cold. ”

“Teachers have had to

cut the content ofsome
established classes in
order tofit everything into:
a shorter time period. ”
Seminars are no longer
offeredfirst trimester.

Students were skeptical
ofthe new system asyvell,
sporting T-shirts with the
slogan “Trimesters killed
my puppy. ” In an article
titled “Did Trimesters
Really Kill Your Puppy?”,
the Stentorian looked at
some ofthe real effects
ofthe trimester system,
finding that students on
average had one to two
morefree periods per day.

The trimester system is
shown to have positive
effects, too: “The new
schedule gives students the
option oftaking required
year-long classes, such

as physics, chemistry,

and biology, for only two
trimesters. This leaves
roomfor the abundance
ofnew classes like Film
Criticism, Forensics, and
Psychology. » Classes
continue to be added in
futureyears, giving NCSSM
the rich course catalog that

features
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students know today. Now
students would be reluctant to
give up the trimester system
(even ifit means dealing with
15 exam days ayear instead
ofJust 10).

December 2004: NCSSM
sweeps Siemens Westinghouse.
“Thisyear, ten regional
finalists in the Siemens
Westinghouse Competition
camefrom the North Carolina
School ofScience and
Mathematics...Lucie Guo and
Xianlin Li advanced to win
firstplace at Nationals as a
team. ”

December also saw NCSSM3
first Powder Pufffootball
game.

Latin America Fest is held
for thefirst time since the
MFCs held “Hispanic Fest”
years ago. Latin America
Fest is cohosted by the MFCs
and the Hispanic Cultures
Club. “The occurrence ofthis
exciting newfestival is a very
significant step in increasing
awareness ofother cultures. ”

BBR (Bryan, BeallfReynolds)
isforced to evacuate in 2005
when two students in Second
Bryan setfire to a toilet.

“According to Harry Tucker,
the students had sprayed

their toilet withflammable
spray and set it onfire. This
eventually set offthefire
alarm in their room. »

’When the troublemakers were
found by an SLI, he “noticed
that the background ofone of
their computers had a picture
ofaflaming toilet. *

In a school with a turnover
oftwo years, slang changes
quickly. In 2005, students
routinely called the PFM the
“piffum » or “piffim

Also in 2005, the NCSSM
Tuition grant bill uas
amended: “...the tuition
grant was changedfrom

only covering the cost of
tuition to covering the cost of
attendance. ~

Two graduatesfrom the class
0f1999 marry, seemingly
invalidating the two-week
rule. “The story ofJennifer
and Nick Saucy is the most
fantastic and unbelievable
exception to the two-week
rule, quite possibly in the
entire history ofNCSSM. The
two moved in on Saturday, met
on Wednesday, and started
dating at the T-Shirt Signing
Dance on Friday. ” Jennifer
stated, “I'm not saying that
your priority during those
crucial weeks should be
finding a significant other,
because, in reality’ 1 probably
didn't make as many platonic
friends as | would have
otherwisejust because | was
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