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option for craft studies. It can also serve to recharge 
batteries for studio artists who work in isolation or can 
provide the chance to bone up on a particular technique. 
The summer program is an essential part of the Penland 
mission, and major consideration during this planning 
process is to assure that we can develop a new program 
while maintaining the same quality in the summer.

People who have been here over the years for Concentra
tion sessions of about two months always seem to want 
more of the same when the time comes to leave. They get 
into an environment where they are getting work done 
and find strong peer support both among the other stu
dents and in the larger community. There are fewer 
students, a longer time and the total experience is more 
profound. The two-year program is an expansion of some
thing that has already been proven effective.

The new Penland Concentration is similar in some re
spects to some single media schools around the country. 
As a multi-media program it will provide exposure through 
the contact with different philosophies, approaches, aes
thetics and materials. Experience has shown that there is 
also benefit from the mix of levels among the students.

Ideally, total enrdlltheritshould'beat least 30 and no more'' ' 
than 50. We are not entirely sure what the best approach 
is to recruitment. If you think you might be interested in 
this program, we'd like to hear from you so that we can be 
sure to send you a catalog. You can call us (704-765-2359) 
and tell us of your interest or send a postcard to that effect 
to: Two-Year Program, Penland School, Penland, NC 
28765. Sa
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Editor^f^ Note

For some time we have been sharing the development of 
our thinking about an extended use of Penland's facilities 
with the emphasis on a professional development pro
gram. In perhaps one of the biggest leaps of faith ever in 
Penland's faith-full history is the creation of the new 
Concentration: a two-year program which will keep ev-
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eryone busy at Penland in all the months.that we are not 
busy with the summer prograrn. , . , , .

It is such an important step that much of this Penland 
Line is devoted to this program and its ramifications. Our 
student profile introduces you to two young women 
typical of the kind of people Penland believes would find 
their niche in Concentration. The winter renovation and 
construction schedule is closely tied with expanded facil
ity usage. Even our thanks to contributors has its place in 
this new phase of our history because your continued 
support has undergirded this development. I^

INFORMATIOIV (ENTER
The Visitors' Center and Penland Callery were inaugu
rated five years ago in the Weaving Cabin at the end of the 
paved road. In order to reach it, visitors drove past all the 
other buildings. In spite of its geographic obscurity, it has 
flourished with a steady increase in numbers of visitors, 
numbers of tour groups and sales, which this year came 
close to $50,000.

In the beginning, the principle reason for establishing 
such a center was to handle the influx of visitors and 
relieve the studios and office staff of the constant interrup
tions, especially in the summer. But as it became more 
successful, its potential as a showcase for the work of 
artists associated with Penland became apparent and the 
focus shifted rrr that*directionlf^ ^'!

With a cadre of docents available to serve as tour guides 
twice weekly,- a knowledgeable manager who could an
swer questions about Penland, about the work and about 
the artists living in the area,- and an amazing array of 
beautiful work to admire and to buy, the Visitors' Center 
began to outgrow the Weaving Cabin.

From the first, those associated with the Center felt it 
should be more visible, preferably located Just at the edge 
of the campus near Ridgeway or Horner Hall. The .charm, 
of the Weaving Cabin has added to a cozy, welcoming 
feel,, but otherwise the location itself was a problem.

Now that the complex of studios in Northlight is almost 
completed, the first floor of Horner Hall has become 
available. An expanded purpose will go with the expanded 
space and, in recognition of the change, it will be called 
"The Information Center." Services to visitors and a sales 
gallery will continue, which we hope will attract work 
from all of our instructors nationally and internationally. 
In addition, the Penland Gallery will include space for the 
instructor shows each session and other special exhibits. 
A storage area for Penland's archives will someday grow 
into a small museum housing some of Penland's historical 
craft collection as well as photographs and slides.

For students, it can bean extension of the instruction to be 
able to examine the range of work produced by Penland's 
instructors and resident artists. For the many visitors to 
the area it will serve as an introduction to the School and 
to the artists that it nurtures. B]
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