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EDITORIALS

WHAT ABOUT THE NEGRO VOTE?

Hditorial writers, nuws_z_mper and radio
colummnists and other  politiest \—uza!,\i-‘-i:‘
have written and spoken at 1 on the
subject of why Truman was !?}ec*eri and
Deweyv defeated, and about the poor
showing made by~Henry Wallace. The
fabor vote, the farm vote, and the house-
wives have all been mentioned as being
vesponsible for swinging the election from
Dewey to Truman, The president’s suc-
cess dn presenting a program:acceptable
to the western farmers his positiveness
in outlining his proposals, as dagainst the
vagieness and cautiousness of Dewey, the
lambasting of the 8Oth Congress in Tro.
man's speeches, and a numbeor of other
factor have heen examined in the press
and on the radio as explanations for the
unesbecled  victory of  the  Democratic
candidate., Mv. Truman’s dogged deter-
mination to carry on the fight, his humil-
itv. hia sincerity, his symbolizing of him-
off as an average man in there swinging
inbohalf of the average muan, and eved
the teaditional American sympathy fop
the underdog == all have come in fal
their part in accounting for Truman's
triamph and Dewey's downfall But not

a sinele writer or speaker we have rvead

or heard has mentioned the Negro vote!

Ihis failure to include the Negro vote
in the pest-mortem accounting is all the
miore strange in view of the fact that
woutherners —— Dixiecrats and those who
remained true to the Democratic party
alike - attribited My, Truman's jpro-
mulgating of the civil rights program to
s scheming to snare the Negro Vo
norithern and bovder states.

The Negro press in its analvsis of the
election resuits reports that eolored voters
all over the countiy overwhelmingiy sup-
ported Mr. Truman, Harlem went Foyd
ham two or three to one, Several Negro
Republicans in Philadelphia who weie

riynning for Iocal offices were swept away

by the Truman-Democrahe

Chicago remained Democratic m spite of

strong Dewey )i vde¢ }3, among ¢ nloved
politicians
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New York, and one ruay be sure his cam-
paign managers did not
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whirh included many good appointments

of Negroes to impottant state jobs, a
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lished during his adminmistration, Yet Ha
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lem followed Truman by a big majorid
What i the South ? Just one
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small example. Ra CE;;}; a Precinets 10 anc

16 gave the Democratic candidate 63%
votes, Dewey 209, and Wallace 107, The
reports from the South in general iudi-
cate that wherever the Negroes voted

thev voted as overwhelmingly and con-

stently for Truman.

Negroes were infinenced by the zame
sat of factors as the other voters of the
country ,and in addition weré arateful
fér Mr. Truman’s courageons advocacy

of a cause unpopular with millions of his
own party members, Moat of them doubt-
lass folt that Mr. Dewey would be at
loast as trustworthy an advocate of civil
pigrhts for minorities as would Mr. Tru-
man: but they felt that Mr. Dewey's
stand on the issue represented no sacri-
fice or political risk on his part. He
didn't stick his neck out on any issue.
Several influential Negro newspapers,
Seuth as well as North, declared for Mr.
Dieweyv; but the Negro press was evideni-
Iy as powerless as the white press in de-
termining the trend of the voting.
Finally, Wallace’s very poor showing
throughout the country among colored
voters came as a swiprise to many. The
most entspoken of all the candidates in
his advocacy of the Negre's ideal con
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ceptinn of his proper role in American
life, he nevertheless van o poor  thivd
among Negra voters., He ‘did no better
with Nepgroes than did Thurniond with the
whites af the South, ornot 24 well Eithev
the eolored voters did not trust him ov
any real headway toward getting ele
thieyv did not trusth hisoabihty to make
tod, and pieterred uot to ‘waste theiy
vote?
Iy gpite of the faot that. little s batng
said about §f by the connmentators, cone
may be sire that Fruman and the nation-
al Democeratic high command ave well
aware of the tmportance of the Negro
vote in contributing to the Dewmocrati
victory. THinois, Olio and Cadifornia wete
ecarriod hy the Democrats hy smail mai
pins. and the Democrats could noi have
won witheut those states,

Nonetheless the Nagpro vote was not a
Bloe vote anywhere, The vote was distri
hited among the candidates, except that
Thornian  and  Wright - were  naturally
passed over. With that exception, a eom-
plete analysis of the vote, i such were

nossible, would probably show a close

narallel between the Negro vote and tho

#~

e of the ganeral public

EQUALITY BY LOWERING

Fhere have

een two o recent doeveion
ments in the King Georvge County (Vo)
ruggle for equai school facilities for Ne-
gro children. The reader will recall that
the Negro citizens of that county, repre-
sented by colored lawyers, won a court or-
der from a Fedepal court enjoining school
anthopities from econtinoing the provid.
inge o of  uneagual school plant and otheyr
inegualities existing bebween  white and
colored achools

In a vecent bond eleciion in which few

citizen’ vored, i Atority vy suthm
ized a SEO 900 hond ssne for the erveo:
tiony ol g new school building for N )
children
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yo atiained by vaising
Nepro to the prevailing status of others,

and then advaucing together fiom there

FIFTEEN CENTS A MEAL

Dr. Eilen Winston, ctate commissioner of nablio
wolfare, and members wellare Board
have appeared before th v Budget Cog

ission with a yegquest cduring the next
hiennium suflicient n averag 34
$27.50 tor old age client ! abont
$21 for dependent ¢ rornont I
ent the average is about $19.73 per month n
North Carolina {or the dependent aged, as. com.
pared to a national average of 338 & month. 10

P ndent children in North Carolina arp yoe

313 a chld Dr. Winston, ‘o about enough
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to provige 15 cents a meal if the mother does not
g

eaty and avith nmothing jeft over at all for thy
other expenses
} been hought
With the cost

cent higher thon it was seven years ago only

5

Vinston peints out

13
subsistence 50 to 60 pea

trifling increases in assistance sllowances hove
been !n;ud{' ava le to North Coarolina's needy
L should be anderstood also that under the So
cial Security Taws the United States Goverr
15 providing half of the munificent allowances
made for the state’s needy ehildren and aged
Meanwhile the state’s vovenues continue to in-
crease and pile up, apd we ‘are proud of ol

solventy as @ state—-our tver.inereasing pubiiy
revenue angd surplus, The budget commission and
the Legistature should face Dr. Winsion’s figures
with shame tatlier than gloat with pride over
the sueplus vepotted froim the Hses!l offices o
the state. Then they should do something pusitix':ﬁ-
aboit the reqlicsts of the Department of Puhlic
Weifare for a Gittle hetier break for the under:
privileged of tha siate whn are facing hearthroak.
ing problems in rving to live on the pitiful stms
of which North Carolina suppiles only haii,

It is an axiom that a government collects £iom
its people no tmofe than it needs to peotorm the
setvices it undertakes, Why centinng to colleot
heavy tares and at the surmie time operate the
welfare services on such a niggardly basis?
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o GREAT VINDICATION VOTEH
The returtn of tha tecent clection sheowed notionly an upset
the pravailing epinion. Jbut they in many ways showed a vind:.
cution wote of the people, One of the (jestio strefngihs 'of dPmoc:
is this selfsame capacity of the American people Lo tegigter
in an anmitstakable way their opinia n pualicomatiers.
It 1s trtie that there are some Republican dic Wards who o are

fryvinge to digparage the intelligence of the American voter, but ta
fhese e day. the same American voters haveoformerly rogistered

thenmishives in favor of that wlm“l. is Republican, jnst as they has

vorently declarad themselves 1 favor of that which is Demociati
In 1046 the American voler tarned Republican, and gave ra.

rbicanisty o " break”™ bub the old Ting Republicans muffed their

chanee by ‘engincering an bstructhionist policy through the @0th

Congress, The American voter hecame' disgusted with such fla-
arant display of widget politics ang; enounced such tactics in the

rocent election

The recent Democratic vole and vietory was a vindica
fhe lamerded Franklin Delano Roosevelt who sleeps at guiet Hydt

Pavk, ‘It was the ge of Roosevelt that saved this nation feom

The Republicans had not set thi

svielt was tao resoureeful

and too imaginative in the promise, 1t ig true that he brought off
bhillions but ours was the better

the revolution Avith Amei

)i
Cstate that was listing badly vesumed an even keel
unce magic touch and genius of Roosevelt, Truman's promise
fo comnue the New D inangurated under Roosevelt appealed
to the people dnd the vindicated, Roosevelt, It g triw
that zince hia passing there ate those to dispariage him and even
rhadligt him but this womercly a of rats coming out to play
when the tom-cat is
The vole wal ryvindication: of Truman, the o, the

ridiculed, the despised and  rejectes

nalignee

of the ih\:iu‘m!«: And why? Simply because he advocated the

most unpopular doetrine of civil rights for Negroes. It must be
haerved however that the cause of civil rights for the Negro is not
nearly as unpopular with the people ays with the press.

forein lies the bright hopes for the cause of race relations.

The tecent vote was supervindication for a man awith moral cour-

ape to stand up and be counted as uneguivocally committed 1o civil
rights for all the people, Negroes 1n«i\uiifd. It was this stand that
enrused the Dixtecrats and their northern sympathizers of wiaom
thopre are not a foew,

he election was a vin
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vitals of the pace . . thus man i liable to erowd himself out DACK

orards. without sufficient space 1o hide his Tace.
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rive endless thanks
Real ¢
there are counte

to the father above
I o virtues that cannot be bought

veess ds Found

rfeits that can ‘w picked up like diseases that can

e caught

really lasts, is the kind that puts

the kind of surcess that

v ! il
real first things,
Anv man who tries to reach success by any uprighteous conrse,
have :r»f.f i1 of time in his old age'to drink from his cup of TEMOLses
: 1o success are those known ag “Truth

The two surest routes

I
and Henesty!! no double-crossers are familiar with those nIEOWEY S,
flagmen are men of integrity.

Success comes by hard work; it offers no rewards o1
%

e who think they can shirk
wha believe only in luck get so far down the voad
begins to fade ‘because they substitute !

and the -“'(m:rm;! :
* eNoiu

ments to th
The folks

that success to them
the wrong thing for pluck. .

Real Vsuvco.»,s also hides itg face from those who feel that, with
can evade hard work and ascend the throne.
writh “S” snd ends that way too, and you will
nave to possess all of the parts before suceess will recognize you.

Sucerss building, is a slowly arr: anged, well planned and prayer-
it is like a skyscraper . . . the higher it reaches n
must be its foun:

v

Sl alone, they
Suecess, starts i

ful nperation
architectural perfection, the stronger and deeper

dation

and treatment for know the facts, to encouragé use
Ihose  persons  with whom he has of the exvellent facilities for freat-
been ia ¢loge contact. Thus he will ment and to make every offort to
not only protect hirself from ve- correct those conditions whici
infection but he will alsa protect lead to the spread of venereal dis
uther persons in his home and cow- ease. .

kit S Cooperation and kn wiledpe, enmi-

A community will further aid jn bined with modern  therapy, will
the oradication of  syphilis and ¥id our countey ‘of these serions,
gonayrhen by ity willingoess o costly digases,

pxamination
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