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This ia the twenty-first of a serics on the Infantry and
Armored Divisiong of the new National Guard. They are pre-
sented to aequaint you with the orpanization which will be an
M-Day Force, truined, equipped and available for immedinte
service with the Regular Army in the event of any emergency.

THE AMERICAL DIVISION—Uniqus in the army because it - ‘'
used a name mqwad of @ number, the Americal Division was one /(YEPI BUT THFQE 5 /V\OQ[’ S | T(x)k>/ WITH LUCK ... IN TWELVE D’A\ &

1999 rucan TAmGY

of the “fightingest” of the 19 National Guard divisions taking part ¥ AR AND GOT IN THE L"\/Q,Wul) 'LL GET TWO AND AR
in World War II. About 45 per cent of the Jm%ﬁ WHAT 2 'I e @LLARS //)J\\___ —\\
, i i

Americal's men originally came from Massa- ( A
//

chusetts, which was represented by its 1824
Infantry Regiment and other units, Ilincis
supplied the 132d Infantry and the 164th came
from North Dakota.

The nucleus of this group, then designated
Task Force 6814, had gone to New Caledonia
to defend the island from invasion early in
the war, In Octcber, 1842, its first elements
went into action on Guadalcanal, some ol
them being bombed as they debarked from
their ships.

After months of bitter fighting, resistance on “"The Canal”
ended, and the Americal’'s men moved to Fiji beginning in March, |
1943. From there they went on to Bougainville. breaking a majer i
attack of the Bth Japanese Imperial Division and chasing enemy
remnants, |

January, 1945, found the division geing to Leyte ond Samar, |
whore for twe months it cleaned out Jap pockets and secured {
§ several small islands. Fellowing up a heavy oir and nava! bom- Ve
bardment, it lunded in late March on Cebu Island. Cebu City and i QAJAT JF{‘{\E{%&?
Lehug airlield fell, and the following three weeks of hill Hghting |
were costly aud bitter, "(J RYING TO (7£T U‘D STUCK S E& GLAD )

Alter resistance near Cebu City was broken, combet teams -——2 WITH TWQ THC)U‘:AND '
made landings sn Bohol, Negros and Mindango, where they fought b DOLLARS /
until late june. The Negros campaign. noar end of World War 1,
waRk brough! to a cloge in rain forests 4,000 {eat above the sea.

Qriginally, (% Army had planned to name its Task Force 6814
the Necal Division, “Necal” being ¢loar code gignul fon New Cale-
denia, Then Brigqadier General Alexander M. Paich, its command.
ing general at the time, had wanled to vall it the Bush Division.
But the name Americal, drawn from the general phrase American
Troops in New Coledonia, was chosen from a list submitted by
mex of the commund. It was suggesied by a privaie fast class
David Ponesca, of Roxbury, Masgs,

Today the 182d Ilvfantry is the nucleus of a separate Regi-
mental Combat Team in the Massachusetts National Guord. The
1324 Infoniry of Mlincis is assigued to the 304 Infantry Divisicn,
and the 184th Infantry of North Dakeota is c-ﬁiqnod tu the 47th
Infunty Livision,
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