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EDITORIAL 5

Seventy Per Cent Is Not Passing

Our public schoouls have developed a way of
indicating the progress of students by grading.
Students are taught te think of seventy per
cent as passing. Yet the question may be rais-
ed, “In the game of life, is 70 per cent pass-
ing?”

The grading system we use has many short-
comings. Educators have endeavored to cor-
rect these evils by developing ways of show-
ing a student’s progress in matters other than
subject matter. Many schools issue report
cards that show how the pupils develop in
attitude, leadership, ability to follow the lead-
er, cooperativeness, and so on.

We are not criticizing nor praising the zys-
tem of grading in our schools. Yet we must re-
mind you that in the game of life one cannot
be satisfied with just passing. In life, we are
graded by what we sccomplish, We urge every
student to make more than 70 pef cent in his
eourses, for that is just passing. Why be sat-
afied with 70 when you are capable of earning
P1 per rcent?

Remember that in the game of life, nothing
lesx than 100 per cent is passing!

Merely leammung the names of things might
get 2 student a 70 per cent passing grade m

school, but it won't work when he gets out
into the world and begins earning a living. Qut
in. the world a lawyer either wins his case or

loses it, and a doctor's patient either gets well’

or he doesn’t. In life nothing below 100 per
cent 1s passing.

It seems that our schools are putting a pre-
mium on “just getting by.” Our citizens must
somchow reverse such negative thinking. Life
presents to us many opportunities to succeed
daily. We must grasp these opportunities, put
aur best foot forward, and use every ounce
of our strength for worthwhile living, The Ne-
gro- cannot afford to do less than his best.

It would be a good thing if every high school
graduate worked for a year before going to
college. This would give him a feretaste of the
real world and the demands it will make upon
him. As a result of this experience, the stu-
dent would learn to spend cautiously the mon-
ey he e¢arns by the sweat of his brow; that is,
if parents refuse to send him anything daring
this work year, It i3 just as importent for him
to learn how to zpend money as how to earn
it. Life 1s very exacting, and the student wAll
so00n learn that nothing less than 100 per sent
is passing in the game of life,

National Retarded Children's Week

November 17 and 24 have been set aside ag
- Mational Retarded Children’s Week. The ob-
servance of a week in their honor is one of
the most worthy efforts of public relations of
which we are aware. A physical and mental
handicap can sometimes, and often does, cre-
ate in the child’s mind a psychological con-
dition that is harder to defeat than the han-
disep and retarding condition itself.

The greatest handicap besetting the men
dally retarded, both educable and frainable—
as well ag the millions unborn——is not their
ntellectual incapacities, "1t is, very simply,
*“mormal” people.

Despite heartening strides being made by
militant parent groups to bring them out of
the shadows despite national recognition made
poesible to some extent by National Retarded
Children's Week, and despite the fact that
this vear the Federal government has appro-
priated $4.5 million to tackle this problem.
they are still branded as complete misfits by
an IQ-conscious world. And may we say that
it is a world that makes reading and writing

a criterion for human society membership.
speak-——these children

As outcasts—~so to
have stood almost ignored in a scieatific world
that has been busy. on one hand, hurdling gen-
erations of work to cure physical afflictions—
has clung superstit-

and. on the other hand

tously and wvery erroneously to the Middle
Ages belief that retardation & a hopeless, he-
reditary, low-stock affliction that is somehow
associated with wrongdoing, guilt, snd “the
sins of our fathers.”

These children constitute one of the greatest,
snow-balling medicel and sociological probe-
lems in North Carolina and the rest of the
United States, and they still meet rejection
the minute they enter the world-or, to be
more accurate, the minute it is apparent that
they are actually mentally retarded.

It is a happy coincidence, however, that
North Carolina celebrated last Monday in
Goldsboro during National Retarded Chil-
dren’s Week its Training School for retarded
trainable Negro children. The school, which
cost $4,500,000, was built for Negro patients
between the ages of six and 25, In all, ten
buiidings have been constructed at the site.

The retarded child is found among people
of all races, colors and creeds. We have in
this country approximately 16,000,000 Negroes.
‘ ‘ about 320,000 are mentally

Of this number,
retarded persons.
During this week, we are urging every oiti-
zen to become interested in knowing more
about the problem of educating and rehabili-
tating our retarded children and citizeary.

Student Legislative Assembly

ghould be grateful.

The saddest part of it all
fact that the Negro delegates——because of race
alone—can hardly expect to be elected to the
North Carolina legislature now or in the neat
future. While. on the other hand, their white
associates will not face the handicap of race
in seeking seats in this august body.

Grant that the stigma of racial barriers will
not continue to haunt us. Negroes must be
given the opportunity to participate in mak
ing laws for the State of North Carolina, One
of our greatest weapons to achieve this end
i the power of the ballot. We must go to the
polls and vote,

however, {s the

STUDENT LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The Student Legislature, which recently
convened at our State Capitol, passed a reso-
lution proposing a repeal of all state laws pro-
hibiting racial inter-marriage. The resolution
drew sharp protest from Representative Har-
old Cooley, Governor Hodges of North Caro-
lina, and many other citizens.

We do not wish to argue the pros and cons
of this issue, since it is our purpose to call at-
tention to another matter gravely affecting
Negro members of the Student Legislature,

It is the purpose of the Student Legislaturs,
we believe, to give young ocllege students ex-
prience in law-making technigues. For this we

Children’s Book Week

CHLDREN'S BOOK WEEK
ere was a time—many years ago—when
the average Negro home had only the follow-
ing books: the Bible, an almanac, and a mail
order catalog. The last named book served
two purposes, namely: (1) a ready reference
for adults who wanted to order some mer-
B chandise, and (2) a picture book for the
woall fry.
As we celebrate the 1957 National Children's
Book Week, November 17 to 24, we see evi-
ce that the Negro has made a long journey
his native African kraal to our modern
Awmerican libraries. Let us, therefore, encour-
our children to read more books.
{ y not suggest that they read the biogra-
~ phies of Negroes who have lifted themselves
up by “their own bootstraps”, and who have
stooped down to help black men and women
pise abowve the handicaps of color, From these

The Surface

“Vahies" is a term used to denote those

" things which we consider most important. Tt
appears that Americans have confused their
values when it comes to the surface of things.
We pay some of our night club entertainers
$10.000 a week, and a popular idol like Elvig
Pressley considerably more, For some reason,
we place greater value upon the talents of
entertainers and movie stars that we do upon
the genius and skill of scientists, teachers,

ministers, artists, and skilled workers.

Often we ask our topflight atomic energy

iHustrious and dedicated ten aok women, they
will be lead to dreem deaps and galn vision:
and encouragement for walking the road ahead.

Encourage them also to poad the ohildren’s
series containing books about 8t Augustine,
HBach, Martin Luther, Shapespeare, Leonarda
Francis Bacon, Moses, and Jesus Christ.

As a race, we need to read more and be-
come better informed. Owe children will pro-
fit from extensive reading becmuse ¥ will: (1)
incresse their vocabulary, (2) improve their
spelling, (3) sharpen their ability to criticiss
and evaluate, (4) help moid wholesoms attis
tudes, and (5) encourage them to have a pur-
pose for living.

Reading a good book gets to one’s heart fas-
ter than anything else. And i f often more
valuable than capital—for ¥ malees cepited

READING s the fire of the soul

Of Things

scientists to slave / whole year e 3«10,000'

or less: ous teachers are called upon to take
charge of the nation's children for nine months
at an average salary of $3,600 to $4,000, We
expect our ministers to administer to our spir-
itual needs for the pitiful average salary of
$3,000 during a church year, A highly skilled
worker can earn $100 a week, or $5,200 a year:
but an enterfainer can earn this amount in
three days, A topflight executive earns $30,-
000 a year, but a movie star s paid this amount
In Jess thaan a month,
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Ald. PASSES, ART ALONE
ENDURES

1. Barly in my boyhood 1
first noticed this inscription s-
bove the main entrance to the
FINE ARTS Building, and for
want of understanding 1 could
not grip its most fascinating
and mysterious meaning.

2. But, as time moved on, I
began to learn of some of the
worthwhile things of which you
and I should become very fond:
things not alone portrayed mn
a picture of sculpture but
magnificently converted
through spirit and culture.

3. Yea, virtues beyond any
imitation and truly without
any limdtation ... beyond
the pale of brush or pen, that
only the  spiritually filled
could comprehend.

5. All things then began
ook new, and with spritual
brush and paint I began to
break throughy I knew the
course would be long and
many times unpleazant, but I
decided to give the world an
expensive present.

5. I realimed this ploture had

o bespeak many virtures, with

colors and {ints quite contrary
to man’s nature, and if the fuli
meaning were to be fully dis-
piayed, it could not be accom-
plished without God’s aid.

6. So sincerely I scught Him
to come into my heart, and
pledged that from Him I would
never depart ... then graci
ously He entered my name on
a scroll and the mysteries of
Heaven began to unfold.

7. From that day to this I
knew of no Artist who coulc
interpret on canvas the high
spiritual emotions of an hum-
bile Saint’s bliss; these are un-
speakable and have to be dis-
cerned through trial and con-
flict and the spurs he has earn-
ed.

8. Thus the Title inscription
above may not have been in-
tended to fit your cases but, its
not partial to any member of
the human Race . .. in fact,
all who follow the Cardinal
principles and uphold Chrit's
name are Artists indeed, and
carry an  undyving spiritual
flame,
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What Other Editors Say

AR YOU LISTENINGY -

Speaking ot a symposium on
the theme of the Parent-
Teacher Associalion in Orilan.
do eariler this week, the Rev,
Pawl J. Wagner, Pastor of the
Paim Ceia Methodists Church,
Tampn, saéd on the subject of
“Growing Toward Mature Re-
sponsibility”™ theme of the con-
yentions

“Schooks and churches for
sometime have been condemn-

ed by not having produced
good snough people to live in
an increasingly difficult world.

“I apologize for the church
for sometime producing such
little people who can look at
people outside their group,
those who differ from them in
race and oreed, only with a cri-
tical eye.

“If 1 hate a Negro or a Bud-
dahist or Hindu or cannot tol.
erate other groups, the trouble
is with me, not them, Then 1
am sick spiritually.”

We believe these words could
do a lot of people a lot of good.
As the late Tony Wong used to
say: “Are You Listening?

~The Miami Times,
November 8.

ADVERTISING MAKES
BUSINESS -~ Whether one
realizes it or not, advertising
15 perhaps the most wonderful
development of the modern
commercial age, 1t is the mak-
er or bresker of business, big
or little. It 1s the one factor of
successful sales that 1s wmost,
apt. to be overlooked by the
merehants and business men of
small towns and cities.

Why should wa ask a seien.
tist to slave for $10,000 & year,
while we pay an enteriaiper
this amount for one woek's

Is there any wonder that
Soviet Russia is outsmarting
uv? What America needs iz

lesa  entertainment and more

hrains.

We are too eas'ly impressed
with tha surface of things!

Advertising Is not the ex-
clusive weapon of big business
it is the power that will make
little ooncerns grow into larg-
ér success. is is 8 science fthat
requires study and be it said,
character. Tt cannot succeed if
it is based upon untruth; it
must be built upon faith and
integrity.

~-The Shreveport Sun,
October 12
NEEDED MORE THAN EVER
--It 18 becoming increasingly
evidens that the National As-
sociation for the Advancement
of Colored People is needed
more than ever, if full and
complete citizenship is to be
achieved by 17,000,000 of A-
merica's 170,000,000 citizens

The importance of the NAA~
CP is being emphasized daily
by the feverish efforts which
are being made in most south-
ern states to keep the organiza-
tion from functioning in those
states. It is conceivable that
legislatures would meet for the
sole purpose of passing anti-
NAACP legislation, were it not
for the effective program that
has been prosecuted under its
nuspicies in these states.

If and when the NAACP is
forced to withdraw from most
of the Southern States, the ob-
ligation for its continued opera-
men and women living in other
tion will rest more heavily on
sechionm of country.

While waiting for the annual
traditional membership cam-
palgn in 1058, it would be =
sign of enlightened intelligence
if 10,000 Philadelphians of
both races, who believe in law,
order, decency, and fuil citizen-
ship for all Americans, would
take oul at least a token men-
bership immediately.

Philadelphia Tribune,
November 12.

RACY RELATIONS: THH
IS8T REMAINS - Greens-
boro Cily Council can hardly
ignore the thoughtful lstier of
a responsible Negro organiza-
tion, the Greenshoro Men's
Club, begeing the council not
1o close the elty's swimming
pools hecaus: of the integra-
tion threat.

The letter iiself is couched
in temperate language, “Over
the years” ths letter says of
the <«¢lub’s history, “Our pro-

gram and procedures have al

ence and moderation

this spirit that
you noet to i
nieasures cof extreme wil
a {ew years from now
boro itself wo look back on
with a sense of shame.”

The letter commends the lo-
cal NAACP chapter for with-
drawing its “insistence upon
making further demands fo:
swimming pool integration
rt actions.”” It

res that selling of the pool
“only reineite endless
counter action:s.”
Its general conclusion 18 that
“a conference yie would b

a far better th
lic auection block.

Only recently two Tar Heel
Cities, Charlotie and Durham
at the behest of pron
business men, set up top-ievel
interracial commissions 1o &t
down snd discuss some of the
pressing racial pr ms of the
moment, This idea stemmmed
from the belief that recent de
velopments have broken down
white - Negro  communics
and now threaten to bring

than a pub-

1ons

{14
Lidl -

moil and upheaval in  man)
communities which formerly
prided themselves on  racial

good will.

Perhaps Greensboro City
same approach. For the issue
of harmonious race relations
will be around for a long, long
time, whether the swimmmg
pools remain open or closed
And Greensboro can scaveely
allow a policy of drit or de-
terioration Lo replace what has
been a cooperative and cons
structive grappling with inter«
racial problems,

In the words of the Chapel
Hill News Leader, “No city in
North Carolina "wants to see
public questions solved hy bay-
onets. The way to avold them
is to meet for mutual infor-
mation and help."”

~Greenshoroe Dally News,
November 14,

WE NEED HONEST ©CON-
FESSION Ameriean  seien-
tists say Russin's fea), in send-
mg 2 second--and higger
Snutnik out into space is nob
surprising, And, the President
himself plans to make a
apeech almed at restoring oon
fidence.

It appears now that what A
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BY MARCUS H. BOULWARYE

Brea smeaved
mashed potato,

Bread plastered with ¢nid

My Friend Conyard And Shaw
Homecoming

1 ran into my friend CON-
YARD on Fayetteville C
last Saturday while waiting to
view the Shaw University
Homecoming Parade. And it
accurred to me that I had'nt

with cold

shaghetti

Liverwurst sweetened with
raspbercy jam

aliced hananas with mus-

geen him  since we rode to- Lard.

gether on thie Greyhound bus Just then a female walked

from New Orleans to Atlanua. in and slapped CONYARD on

We agreed that we would lLake the shoulder.

over old times at Vie Peebles CONYARD: (o me) Meet

Cafe immediately following the my best gal, bandy-legred

football game. CONYARD ex- pigeoned-ioedd SARAH JANE.

cused himself almost at orce {1 said, “Hi.”-

Then I turned around just in SARAH JANE: BEL, my fesr$

time to see ADDIE BER and are Xilling me! Aud she slipped

we clinchied mitts. of her shoes under the table,
ADDIE: Gee, I read vour L thought to myself, “What

column last week--but I think an remark to

unfeminine
you left out the PICK-UP muske.” At ti

WOLF. (But before I could savy waitre (
anyihing ADDIE BER showed
me a newspaper clipping which

read:) Big

ent, the

» BARAH

(To Addie

Me) I nust confess I

“What man needs, savs a am odd but T'm gouna -order
leading neure-surgeon, is a tail my favorite (To waitress)
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upon the judgement of oung ) e
man oo
There 18 no man on earth is all that worth defend-
fit to bhave such power and right to defend
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risk siteh a terrible ftatle

this Tunacy t} ler
TGNt X (R1¥!
n = ¥ .
9\ 1 hal Jiu
' THE
zi general. or our Mot
viontebank, with his  c¢razs
left. in  gole charg
such an awful weapon-pil
Thes could get a Jittl

v have
ey a

over; anything
the thousands and one ills that I enjoyved the article entitied
affect a man's temper : ] Beay' which ape-
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Reporter  Marcu

8 good iob and
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placed in his food ™ Sincere!
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INSURANCE TIPS

by Yertal Lemman, Gersral Manager

Mational Asseciotion of Independent
Insurers

What Precisely Is NATO
Defending?

That 18 the first question tha

Why Raote Increases?

Vou hoar a good bit thege daya

people, not the heads of geve  about r automobile insurance
ernment like those of Bri rate people can't undey-
and Prance who have alig antd why rate mcereases are nec-
shown they are prepared to ree- exaary, The fact 18 that most cone-
pudiate all moral laws and 4 Panics w ing aulto msurance are
gress  when b osuits  them-a WEINg m and have heen for
them--as they did over Suey gme time. Take the first six
recently, must determine munths of this yeur, for example
They are not defending =a ome 440 companies wiich write
free world. That i a euphem .1;mv\1: half ol '~':‘: T“m‘m- :»»‘ml.-‘zt:«;
i in the country lost a combined to.

ism made for the consumption tal of $143 mititon! It doesn't take

There is not & free

helsy he Y it day : n
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Bel!mium, Spanish, Ital= Why are the {
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bhinaticn of

of fools
world
F'rench

g financial wizard to see that vou
that basiz.
anies losing
18 a2 Come-
several things, but
generally vou can attribute ¥ to
these twa main items:

First, as a nation we have more
drivers, we've driving more miles,
wo'rg having more accidents, and
those aceidents sre more savere

Second, the eost of doing busi-

mericans need s not reassuy-
ing, confidence-building words
from sclentists and a President.
What America needs 15 to think
a bt about the old gayving sky-rocketed 200 percent
which tells ug that an honest  zince 18540, Verdiets in - lability
confession s zoond for soul. siiite have gone up; today it costs

It {s about time for all Ameri= twi § rouch to setite bodily in-
cans to eonfese honastly thal  Iwry claimg as in 1940, Consider
the Russians have ) Nuw York, There tha coxt.of-liv.
terrible Heking on Aput- g tndex went up only 81 pereent
nik busivess and, having made hetween 7140 il ‘ii‘h\l‘t'hm' Vi
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